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Introduction

The main purpose of the study is to assess the significance of the receiving archaeological and cultural heritage
environment, and to identify and evaluate the significance of the impact of the proposed integrated National Paediatric
Hospital Project on this environment through a combination of detailed study of all available cartographic, archaeological,
and historic sources, as well as archaeological test trenching and monitoring. The project, which is fully described in
Chapter 2 of the EIS, comprises:
·

within – or associated with – the main project site on the campus of St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8 are:
o

a new children’s hospital and associated Family Accommodation Unit, sited in the west of the campus;

o

a new Children’s Research and Innovation Centre, sited along James’s Street;

o

associated works to boundaries, roads, entrances, parking areas, hard and soft landscaping etc. within
the application site boundary; and

·

a construction compound, at Davitt Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 12, which is directly associated with the developments
at St. James’s Hospital Campus.

·

a new children’s hospital satellite centre at Tallaght Hospital

·

a new children’s hospital satellite centre at Connolly Hospital

Ameliorative measures are proposed where necessary to safeguard any monuments, features or finds of antiquity or items
of a cultural heritage interest that are identified during the course of the present study. In accordance with National
Monuments Legislation where possible all archaeological features are to be avoided and where this is not achievable
preservation by record is to be carried out to the best professional standards.

15.1

St. James’s Hospital
15.1.1

Introduction
St James’s Hospital and the Davitt Road site are both located in an urban context and built up areas.
The latter now a brownfield site was formerly occupied by industrial buildings belonging to Unilever
and Blindcraft. The new children’s hospital and associated Family Accommodation Unit is located at
the western end of the existing St James’s Hospital campus and the Children’s Research and
Innovation Centre is located north of the Haughton Institute and on the eastern side of the existing
campus. The former is bordered by Old Kilmainham – Mount Brown (R810) to the north, the existing
hospital to the east, the LUAS red line on the former canal basin and James’s Walk to the south and
by the South Circular Road where the Rialto entrance is located to the west and Brookfield Road and
Cameron Square to the northwest.
The proposed compound at Davitt Road is located c. 1.6km southwest to St James’s Hospital. Davitt
Road lies within the townland of Goldenbridge South. The Grand Canal forms the boundary between
Goldenbridge South and Goldenbridge North. This artificial division suggests that this was once one
large townland named Goldenbridge bisected by the Grand Canal, with the two halves renamed
following the construction of the canal in the mid-18th century. No townland boundaries will be
impacted by the proposed development.

15.1.2

Methodology
A consistent and systematic approach to identifying and assessing the impacts of the proposed
development on the archaeological heritage was adhered to throughout the EIS process. To facilitate
the identification and evaluation of the likely significant effects on archaeological heritage
environment a set of criteria for assessment were put in place; these were based on an evaluation of
the existing knowledge base and resources.
In accordance with the EPA Guidelines (2002) the criteria considered to describe the archaeological
environment were as follows:
Context -

the location, aspect, extent and size of an archaeological feature or complex

Character -

distinguishing aspects, material used, type of site
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Significance -

designation assigned to a site, is the site a national or recorded monument, this
category can also describe the significance of impact

Sensitivity -

is the site under threat or vulnerable from proposed changes

Excerpts from the National Monuments legislation are contained in Appendix 15.2. The following
legislation, standards and advice notes were considered and consulted for the purposes of the report:
·

National Monuments Acts, 1930-2004;

·

Heritage Act, 1995;

·

CAAS Environmental Ltd on behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (2002),
Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements;

·

CAAS Environmental Ltd on behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (2003),
Advice Notes on Current Practice (in preparation of Environmental Impact Statements);

·

Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and Islands (DAHGI), (1999a), Framework and
Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage.

The Framework and Principles (DAHGI 1999a, 33) document expresses the commitment of the State
to the European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (the ‘Valleta
Convention’ 1992; ratified by Ireland in 1997) and sets out the general principles for the management
and protection of the archaeological heritage in an Irish context. Avoidance of developmental impacts
on features of an archaeological nature and preservation in situ is the preferred option, however,
when an archaeological site or monument must be removed in advance of development then
excavation, recording (preservation by record) is an alternative option.
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The assessment of the archaeological heritage potential at each site was based on a desk study
(Appendix 15.1), supported by a site inspection. The new children’s hospital site and Family
Accommodation Unit and the Children’s Research and Innovation Centre site, i.e. the existing
campus at St James’s Hospital, also involved the archaeological monitoring of geotechnical site
investigations and archaeological test trenches to ascertain the below ground archaeological
potential of site given the proximity of recorded monuments and the results of previous excavations
on site.
The following publically sources were availed of:

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP)
The primary source of information for the archaeological and cultural heritage of the proposed
development area is the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) maintained by Department of the
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DAHG). The Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), as revised in
the light of fieldwork, formed the basis for the establishment of the statutory RMP pursuant to Section
12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1994 (Appendix 15.2). The RMP documents known
upstanding archaeological monuments, their original location (in cases of destroyed monuments) and
the position of possible sites identified as cropmarks on vertical aerial photographs dating to before
1700 AD (with some later ones also being included). It is based on a comprehensive range of
published and publicly available documentary and cartographic sources.
The information held in the RMP files is read in conjunction with constraint maps, published at
reduced six-inch scale, on which recorded sites are clearly marked. Maps for Dublin are now
published in digitised format at scales of 1:5,000 and 1:2,500. The RMP sheet relevant to the present
proposal is sheet 18 for Dublin and sheet 3263A and 3263C which are at 1:2,500 scale and issued
by the Archaeological Survey of Ireland.
The entire ‘Historic City of Dublin’ has one generic reference number, RMP DU018-020. Any sites
within this historic core are prefixed with this code and are then given their own unique number. For
example, site 272 within the historic core is listed as DU018-020272. The historic core of Dublin
represented by the generic reference DU018-020 includes part of the proposed development area.
The site is on the periphery of the historic core which is demarcated by James’s Street, Mount Brown,
and Old Kilmainham Road (the route of the ancient Slighe Mhor), but this includes a buffer zone of
20-25m south of the road frontage which in turn takes in the northern most part of St. James’s
Hospital. The historic core DU018-020 also includes a 200m by 200m block that steps in from
James’s Street in the northwest corner of the site to include the “Foundling” Hospital and Workhouse
(DU-018-20304 & DU-018-20305 respectively).
Sites are located by national grid reference (NGR) and street name. The information provided is drawn
from the RMP files, www.archaeology.ie and various other documentary sources
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The Topographical Files of the National Museum of Ireland
The topographical files of the NMI identify recorded stray finds that have been donated to the state
in accordance with national monuments legislation and are now held in the museum’s archive. The
files are provenanced to townland, and sometimes include reports on excavations undertaken by NMI
archaeologists.

Documentary and Cartographic Sources
Documentary and literary sources were consulted. A review of historical maps was also undertaken
to identify any sites of archaeological heritage significance within the proposed development areas.
The following maps were examined: William Petty’s Down Survey parish and baronial maps, c.1656;
John Rocque’s maps of the city and county of Dublin. 1756 and 1760; John Taylor’s Map of the
Environs of Dublin, 1816; Ordnance Survey (OS) first edition six-inch maps, 1843; and OS revised
edition six-inch map 1871-5, 1907-9 and 1935-8, and 25-inch map 1863-7 (OS Sheets 13, 14, 18
and 21). A thorough investigation took place of specific recorded sources (Appendix 15.1 and Table
15.1). Both primary and secondary sources were examined.

Development Plans
It is Dublin City Council’s policy (Dublin City Development Plan 2011-2017) that sites within Zones of
Archaeological Interest be subject to an archaeological assessment in consultation with the City
Archaeologist prior to a planning application being lodged ( Development Standards, Section 17.11
Development on Archaeological Sites and in Zones of Archaeological Interest). The Dublin City
Development Plan Map Zone of Archaeological Interest is based on the Record of Monuments and
Places maps of 1994 (Archaeological Survey of Ireland). It is a policy (FC62) by the Council to have
regard to the National Monuments legislation, National Policy Documents and Guidelines, and Code
of Practice that protects sites and monuments. Furthermore it is an objective of the Council that the
National Monuments Service of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht will be consulted
in assessing proposals for developments which relate to Recorded Monuments (Policy FC040 and
Development Standards, Section 17.11). All archaeological sites and monuments are protected
under the National Monuments Act (1930-2004). It is the policy of Dublin City Council to preserve
known burial grounds and disused graveyards. Where appropriate to ensure that human remains are
re-interred, except where otherwise agreed with the National Museum of Ireland (Policy FC65).
South Dublin and Fingal Development plans (2010-2016 and 2011-2017) were also consulted during
the course of the study for both new children’s hospital satellite centres at Tallaght and Connelly
Hospitals.

Excavations Bulletins and Excavations Database
‘Excavations’ is an annual bulletin that contains summary accounts of all excavations carried out
annually in Ireland from 1970-2010. The online database contains summary accounts of all
excavations carried out from 1985 to 2014 (www.excavations.ie). The bulletins and database were
consulted to establish the results of excavations that previously have been undertaken at sites or as
a consequence of development in the environs of the proposed development areas.

Townland Boundaries
Townland boundaries were described and recorded in the great surveys following the land
confiscations of the mid-17th century and were further standardised in the mid-19th century with the
work of the Ordnance Survey. The boundaries were often laid out along natural features including
rivers, streams and high ground or manmade features such as roads and walls (Nolan 1982).
Townlands and other landholdings were further subdivided into individual fields generally by means
of earthen banks, which over time were colonised by hedgerow and trees. The typology of the
boundaries can vary in different parts of the country, with some areas favouring distinctive high, wide
earthen banks or just stone walling; sometimes there is a combination of earth and stone, with a
stone-revetment or a facing on an earthen bank. It is increasingly rare to find surviving examples of
townland boundaries in the more built-up areas of Dublin City and County Dublin, with the majority
destroyed to make way for urban and suburban development.

15.0.1.1 Site Inspection
Several walkover site inspections took place during the months of April to July 2015. The inspection
was undertaken in order to verify the location of recorded monuments and to assess the location of
previous archaeological excavations in relation to the proposed project.

15.0.1.2. Criteria for the Rating of Impacts
The significance criteria used to evaluate an archaeological site, monument or complex are as
follows: existing status (level of protection), condition or preservation, documentation or historical
significance, group value, rarity, visibility in the landscape, fragility or vulnerability, and amenity value.
In accordance with the EPA guidelines (EPA, 2003) the removal of archaeological remains will result
in a negative, direct and significant impact. This impact can, however, be mitigated by excavation in
which a detailed record and archive of each site and also the publication of the results are provided,
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thereby ensuring preservation by record. In accordance with the Environmental Protection Agency
Guidelines a significance impact or rating level for impacts is given i.e. slight, moderate, significant
and profound (Table 15.1) in accordance with the criteria provided in the published Environmental
Protection Agency Guidelines (Environmental Protection Agency, 2003).
According to the EPA guidelines for Environmental Impact Statements there are three objective
criteria that can be used to determine whether an impact is of significance:
Magnitude and intensity
The extent of the effect and the degree of change experienced by an archaeological site, or effects,
which are of an intensity, which is significantly in excess of those normally experienced.
Duration
The length of an impact and whether or not the development will result in a permanent change to an
archaeological feature.
Certainty
Where the outcome of the proposal cannot be assessed or anticipated with a reasonable level of
certainty. Where the consequences cannot be determined in advance of construction.
All archaeological sites within the record of monuments (RMP) are legally protected (section 12 of
the National Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1994. Any physical impact on a recorded well preserved,
upstanding site is regarded as a profound/significant impact similarly any impact on a National
Monument is also considered to be profound.

Table 15.1 Impact Levels
Impact

Description

Profound

This applies where no mitigation can be recommended that would
adequately address the negative effects of the scheme (where the potential
information available from a cultural heritage asset is completely destroyed).

Significant

This applies to an impact which by its magnitude, duration or intensity leads
to a loss of character, integrity or information about a cultural heritage asset
(for example where part or all of the physical fabric of a protected structure
or significant site or monument is destroyed but ‘preservation by record’ is
achieved by investigating the site.

Moderate

A moderate impact arises where a change to a cultural heritage asset or its
setting is proposed which, though noticeable, is not such that the overall
integrity of the site is compromised.

Slight

A slight impact arises from changes in the character of the environment that
are not significant or profound and that do not directly impact or affect an
archaeological monument or feature and their immediate settings.

None

An impact so imperceptible that it is capable of measurement but has no
noticeable consequences in practical terms.
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Each level of impact, apart from profound, can have a positive or negative effect. A positive effect on
an archaeological site would be where a feature because of development becomes more accessible,
although management of interested sightseers is an important aspect to the continuing integrity of
the feature or constraints are removed from an archaeological site as a result of a development.
Impacts are generally categorised as either being direct, indirect or as having no predicted impact:
·

A direct impact occurs when a cultural heritage asset is located within the proposed
development area and entails the removal of part, or all of the monument and/or structure.

·

Indirect impacts may be caused due to the close proximity of a development to a cultural
heritage asset. Mitigation strategies and knowledge of detail design can often ameliorate any
adverse indirect impact.

·

No predicted impact occurs when the proposed development does not adversely or positively
affect a cultural heritage asset.
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15.0.1.3. Consultation
Consultation has taken place with the City Archaeologist, the archivist at Dublin City Archive and
various archaeologists who have previously excavated within the St James’s Hospital as well as the
design, EIS and site investigation teams.

15.1.1

Receiving Environment
15.1.1.1 Overall Context
The proposed development is partially located within the Zone of Archaeological Interest (as shown
on Fig 14 Dublin City: Historic Core, Dublin City Development plan 2011-2017) an area that includes
the “Historic City of Dublin” and has been designated a generic reference number RMP DU018-020
as recorded by the Archaeological Survey of Ireland. St. James’s Hospital campus is also in the
vicinity of a number of recorded monuments (RMPs).
The site is within the periphery of the Zone of Archaeological Potential (ZAP) which is demarcated
by James’s Street, Mount Brown, and Old Kilmainham Road, three roads that form the final stage the
Slighe Mhor, an ancient road running from Galway to Dublin. The ZAP includes a buffer zone,
extending 20-25m south of the road frontage which would protect any below ground medieval
streetscape, covered now by northernmost road side part of the St James’ site. The historic core
(DU018-020) also includes a 200m by 200m block that steps in from James’s Street in the northwest
corner of the site to include the “Foundling” Hospital and Workhouse (DU-018-20304 & DU-01820305 respectively) (Fig. 15.1). A zone of archaeological potential for a recorded monument, a
Watercourse (DU018-043001), is seen abutting the ZAP for Dublin City, and extends within the St
James’s Hospital complex, approximately 40m within the eastern boundary (Fig. 15.1).
Two recorded monuments are located within St James’s Hospital outside the areas proposed for
redevelopment. These are noted as the Foundling Hospital (DU018- 020304) and a Workhouse
(DU018-020305). They form the same physical structure originally built as a Poorhouse in 1702-03
which is depicted in elevation on Brookings Map of 1728. The use of these buildings changed over
time, initially referred to as a Poorhouse/ Workhouse it became a “Foundling Hospital” in 1727, until
it was altered in 1837 to serve solely as a workhouse. Although it certainly served a twinned usage
during the 18th century as noted in Whitelaw, Walburton, and Walsh’s 1818 “History of the City of
Dublin”; where with regard to the workhouse, the Foundling Hospital “still retained that addition, as
the children were employed in different manufactures” (Whitelaw, Walburton, and Walsh 1818, 579).
In 1970 the Minister for Health Erskine Childers initiated the demolition of the original workhouse. All
that remains above ground today is a section of a west wing, which dates to 1727 and is currently
used as the School of Physiotherapy / Nursing & Midwifery (the Haughton Institute). The remains of
the Poorhouse building were revealed through archaeological excavation in advance of construction
and as a result of this discovery the new building was designed to allow for preservation in situ and
the Poorhouse building now forms part of the basement of the new development (Simpson,
Excavations 2000, 550, Licence no. 08E1021) (Pl. 15.1)

Plate 15.1 Basement of the Poorhouse
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Two southern annexes of the workhouse, an infirmary (1810) and a schoolhouse (1840), are currently
known as Hospital 1 and Hospital 2 (Chapter 16 protected structures). Another schoolhouse, also
dating to the 1840s, as identified on the first edition Ordnance Survey 6-inch mapping (1838-47) (Fig.
15.8) was located to the immediate south of the infirmary, the footprint of which was recently
excavated and removed prior to the redevelopment of the site as a radiotherapy treatment facility
(Walsh, Excavations 2010, 318, Licence no. 08E1021) (Plate 15.6).

Fig. 15.1 Map showing four RMPs, two (a hospital and workhouse) within the
St James’s Hospital site, and two (a watermill and watercourse) in close
proximity.
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A total of 12 other recorded monuments appear within 300m of the existing St James’s Hospital
campus. A number of these are water related; two bridges crossing the Camac (DU018-020287 and
DU018-020299), as well as a mill (DU018-020290), and two watercourses (DU018-020692 and
DU018-043001), the latter three indicative of the history of milling and brewing in the area. To the
east of the proposed development (250m) is the site of a recorded field system (DU018-020140).
Whilst just under 300m to the northeast of the site is the recently deconsecrated St. James’s Church
and its associated graveyard. The recorded church (DU018-020346) dates to 1707, and the
associated graveyard, which sweeps downward in the direction of the Liffey, is believed to date to
the 12th century, with the first record of a burial dating to 1495. Recorded to the west of the proposed
site is a 16/17th century house (DU018-020300).
In the 18/19th century there was a heavy concentration of institutions dealing with the infirm in close
proximity (all less than a kilometre) of the complex now known St. James’s Hospital, such as the
Royal Hospital Kilmainham (founded 1684) to the north, Saint Patricks University Hospital (founded
1747) and Dr Steevens Hospital (founded 1720) to the northeast, and the Meath Street Hospital on
Brabazon Street (founded 1770) and the Cork Street Fever Hospital (founded 1804) to the southeast.
With the military institution of Richmond Barracks (completed 1810) in nearby Inchicore. None of
these establishments are National Monuments, however, the Royal Hospital Kilmainham, situated
within 300 metres of the proposed development is home to four recorded monuments; the hospital
(DU018-020285), a religious hospital (DU018-20286), an 18/19th century house (DU018-020254),
and a designed landscape (DU018-020528). The Royal Hospital (DU018-020285) was built in 1684
for old and disabled soldiers, to the design of Sir William Robinson, Surveyor-General of Ireland. The
Royal Hospital features an exceptional courtyard and piazza plan with open ground floor loggia on
three sides and since 1984 has been the home of the Irish Museum of Modern Art. It was built on the
ruins of a medieval monastery (DU018-20286) of the Knights of the Templar, founded by Strongbow
in 1174. A house (DU018-020254) dating to 1800 served as the former Adjutant-General’s house
and is recorded at the western end of a terrace flanking the entrance driveway. The designed
landscape (DU018-020528) refers to an 18th century walled garden situated to the north of the
hospital, it is still a finely maintained garden today. These monuments and archaeological features
will not be impacted by the proposal.
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15.1.1.2 Historical Background
The historical sources attest to the importance of the western suburb of the medieval city of Dublin,
mostly bolstered by the foundation of St Thomas’s abbey, founded in the 1177 (Gwynn and Handcock
1988, 172). This wealthy and prestigious house, which enjoyed royal favour, controlled much of the
western suburb throughout the medieval period.
Both the historical and archaeological evidence suggests that the western suburb of the medieval
city was developed and occupied as far west as St. James’s Hospital, serviced by St. James’s church
on the north side of the street (Fig. 15.2). This church was a very important feature of the streetscape
and it must have had a serving population in the general location as the church was granted to St
Thomas abbey as early as c.1190 (Clarke 2002, 18: Simpson 2010, 36). The excavations within St
James’s complex, to the southeast of the proposed Children’s Research and Innovation Centre, at
the Trinity Centre for Health Services, confirms this population as the remains of a rectangular timber
house and a corn-drying structure were found, both of which could be dated to the medieval period
(Walsh, Excavations 2001, 402: Licence no. 00E647). This house was sealed by cultivation soils,
which formed the foundation for a mettled roadway, flanked by ditches on either site. The roadway
could be dated to the 17th century but respected earlier medieval boundaries in this location
suggesting an earlier route in this location.

Fig. 15.2: St James’s Hospital and the medieval western suburb (after Clarke
2000).
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15.1.1.3 Medieval Period - James’s Street
James’s Street forms part of the main thoroughfare into Dublin, on the west side of the walled town.
The route follows a more ancient, early medieval roadway, known as the Slighe Mhór which extended
westwards toward Kilmainham 1.5km from Dublin. After the Anglo-Norman invasion of Dublin in 1170,
the western suburb developed rapidly, as did the other suburbs around the city. By the mid-thirteenth
century, there were ‘burgage’ plots along Thomas Street/James’s Street, the term ‘burgage’ referring
to a special tenurial arrangement where the price of a plot or tenement was fixed at 36 shillings and
the owner had certain status and privileges (Simpson 2010 and 2011). These privileges were offered
as an inducement to attract settlers from England, and their presence on the Thomas Street/James’s
Street route is an indication that the land along the roadside was divided up into organized plots by
the thirteenth century. The references include:
·

Robert de Bedford granting one ‘burgage plot’ beside the church to the Abbey of St Thomas the
Martyr in the late 13th century (Gilbert 1889, 377).

·

A grant of half a burgage plot by a W. White in James’s Street (Gilbert 1889, 412).

·

In 1268, St Thomas’s abbey also received 15 acres of fields that were located close to the
church (Gilbert 1889, 3).

St Thomas’s Abbey
The rapid settlement of the western suburb was probably the result of the establishment of the abbey
of St Thomas the Martyr in 1177, to the south-east of the now existing St James’s Hospital (Fig. 15.3).
This Augustinian house was to become the most important house in Dublin. Founded by one of the
major magnates of the Anglo-Norman invasion, William FitzAudelin, on the orders of King Henry II it
expanded rapidly in terms of property and wealth, and enjoyed royal patronage throughout the
medieval period (Gilbert 1889, xi).

St James’s church
Another important development for the suburb was the parish church of St James was granted by
Archbishop Cumin (the first English archbishop of Dublin) to the abbey of St Thomas in the early 12th
century, as mentioned previously. St James’s church lies to the north-east of the development site
(at St James’s Gate Brewery), on the north side of James’s Street (to the east of Steven’s Lane) (Fig.
15.3). At this time the parish boundaries of St James’s parish were defined as stretching from the
Newgate (now Cornmarket) just outside the city walls as far west as Kilmainham, to the west, and on
the north side as far as Bridge Street (Mc Neill 1950, 31). Thus, the parish of St James included the
entire western suburb as far as the city gate.

The Late Medieval Suburb
James’s Street appears to have retained its rural character throughout the medieval period. In 1541,
an ‘enclosure’ that lay next to the church of St James and was held by William Talbot is mentioned
in a lease (Griffith 1991, 88, HVIII. 143). In 1543, there is a reference to a tenement and a garden
(Ibid. 99–100, HVIII. 165). A third reference, dated 1576, also refers to ‘gardens’ along James’s
Street, which were under cultivation (Ibid. 222 Eliz. 80).

15.1.1.4 Post- Medieval Period – James’s Street
There were plans to erect a poorhouse for the impoverished of Dublin as early as 1688, although
nothing was done for a further 15 years (Craig 1980, 75). However, in the early eighteenth century,
an act of parliament was passed and a plot of land was granted for the Poorhouse by Dublin
Corporation, at Mount Brown, at the western end of James’s Street. This land was described as being
‘walled in grounds at the southwest end of James’s Street and 14 acres adjoining’ (Ibid). Construction
began in 1702 and, in the following year, the foundation stone was laid in the ‘great hall’ by Mary, the
duchess of Ormonde (Craig 1980, 75).

The Poorhouse
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Construction began in 1702-03 and the Poorhouse was built in northeast of the modern day St
James’s Hospital facing onto Mount Brown/ James’ Street. An elevation drawing of the Poorhouse
as it appeared in 1728 is shown (Pl. 15.2).The remains of the basement of the Poorhouse were
revealed through archaeological excavation and retained in situ and incorporated into the basement
design of the then new development at the Trinity Centre for Health Services (Licence No 00E0647,
Simpson Excavations 2000, 267: Walsh Excavations 2001, 402). The Poorhouse was subsequently
greatly enlarged by the addition of a ‘Foundling Hospital’ in 1727. Over the centuries these core
buildings were substantially enlarged and added to, culminating in a complex of buildings that formed
the South Union Workhouse.
Robins (1980) provides an account of the history of charity children and details the foundations of the
Dublin Poor House where conditions were described as appalling. Serious overcrowding, malnutrition
and lack of care led to large numbers of infants perishing. The location of the graveyard is unknown
at the time and not marked on Rocque, although it is recorded in the sources. It is later described by
Robins (1980, 35) as a field at the back of the hospital. Anecdotal and local knowledge also suggests
that the hospital did have a graveyard that was probably located in the fields to the south of the
Poorhouse/South Union Workhouse complex as local tradition records the presence of human
skeletal material in this area (Simpson 2002, 7). While the first edition 6-inch OS (1843) (Fig. 15.7)
shows the location of a formal graveyard on the eastern side of the present day St James’s Hospital
campus outside the area proposed for development. However given the conditions and times (the
famine of 1845-8 would have exerted extreme pressure on the graveyard) there is potential that
unmarked graves are present over a wider area within the modern day St James’s Hospital complex.
By 1876 development to the southwest of the site included an Auxiliary Workhouse in position at the
Rialto Gate, constructed in an area that was still laid out in fields in 1836: this was followed by the
construction of a granite and brick Roman Catholic chapel by c. 1890 in the same location. By the
1930s the hospital is known as St Kevin’s Institution and there have been substantial changes in the
complex, including new build and demolition, the latter especially in and around the Auxiliary
Workhouse.
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Plate 15.2 Elevation showing The Poor House site from Brookings Map,
dated 1728.

The Foundling Hospital
In 1727 the Poorhouse became the first Foundling hospital to be established in the British Isles, as
the authorities struggled to cope with the large number of abandoned babies in Dublin at this time.
This was done by the construction of two additional wings on either side of the existing Poorhouse
with additional east-west ranges to the south. The new hospital had a notorious timber wheel, where
abandoned children were placed on arrival; their life expectancy, however, once in the hospital, was
very short (Somerville-large 1979, 172). In 1772, the hospital was rebuilt with the help of a
subscription of 4,000 pounds from Lady Arabella Denny, a descendant of William Petty, the
cartographer (Ibid, 212). However, the death rate of the children remained very high, with threequarters of all infants admitted between 1784 and 1796 dying in the hospital (Ibid), an alarming rate
which prompted a Parliamentary inquiry at the time. The hospital continued to operate throughout the
eighteenth century and finally closed in 1837.

Development of Foundling Hospital/ City Workhouse 18th/19th Century
The new Foundling/ Workhouse hospital is depicted on Rocque’s map of Dublin, dated 1756 (Fig.
15.5), where it is labelled ‘the city work-house’. Two projecting wings have been added onto the
original extensions of the Foundling Hospital and these are visible, on the east and west side. Within
the complex, access to the projecting wings was from the central courtyard, through arches on either
side. Although access was via the original laneway to the south of the range, by this date, there was
a main gate in the north boundary wall, facing onto Mount Brown/James’s Street. This area was
divided into three main enclosed areas or gardens with no other building.
In 1798, work in the main buildings was carried out by Francis Johnson, one of the most important
architects in Ireland (responsible for St. George’s Church, Hardwicke Place (1802–13); the Chapel
Royal in Dublin Castle and the GPO). He added wings and a crenelated parapet as well as a cupola
(dome). According to cartographic sources, these wings appear to have been added to the south
side of the main building, with the rear buildings (bedlam) extended at either side and annotated
Bedlam, clearly the site of the ‘lunatic asylum’. These are depicted on the map of 1818 (Fig. 15.6)
and Ordnance Survey of 1838 (Fig. 15.7).
In 1837 the complex ceases to serve as a Foundling hospital, and the buildings are used and adapted
to serve solely as a workhouse run by the South Dublin Union. In 1839 architect George Wilkinson,
a British architect who practiced widely in Ireland, was chosen for the formidable job of establishing
130 workhouses throughout the country. All of the workhouse were completed by 1847, with a total
capacity of 93,860 comprised of categories of adults, children, infirmary patients, and “idiots or
lunatics” deemed not dangerous. A regimented symmetrical style was the uniform, guidelines by the
Report of the Poor Law Commissioners (1839) set out their vaguely ominous requirements; "the style
of the building is to be of the cheapest description compatible with durability, and effect is aimed at
by harmony of proportion and simplicity of arrangement, all mere decoration being studiously
excluded". The Dictionary of Irish Architects notes that the workhouses were designed in a Tudor
domestic idiom, with picturesque gabled entrance buildings which belied the size and
comfortlessness of the institutions which lay behind them. Work commenced on the South Dublin
Union site in converting the House of Industry and Foundling hospital for the purposes of a workhouse
to accommodate 2,000 people. The workhouse (which mainly housed children) was opened on the
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24th of April 1840 and served as such until the early 20th century when its function changed
exclusively to that of a hospital.
By 1876, the hospital complex, now the ‘South Dublin Union work-house’, was built up considerably.
The main original, building (1703) was still visible in an almost complete form and this was still
standing in 1952 when Maurice Craig commented on the fact that the foundation stone, laid by the
duchess of Ormonde, was still in position (Craig 1980). The street frontage had been built up by this
date, as had the east and west sides. The main core, however, was still visible, with the wings (added
by Johnson) and numerous buildings, including the infirmary and various schools, to the rear.

15.1.1.5 Mid-19th Century to Modern Day
The Auxiliary Workhouse complex
The south-west corner of what is now St. James’s hospital was open rural ground on the Ordnance
Survey of 1838-47 (Fig. 15.7) and did not form part of the original Poorhouse/Workhouse complex,
being laid out in fields. This area forms part of the new children’s hospital. By 1876 a large complex
had been constructed around the Auxiliary Workhouse (Fig. 15.8). This was a substantial cluster of
buildings, built around two courtyards but separated from the main workhouse complex to the northeast. By 1890, a new chapel (which is still standing) was constructed in the centre of the complex.
The exact date of the initial development of this complex is uncertain. The earliest written source
noting developments relating to this Auxiliary Workhouse comes from an edition of the Irish Builder
from 1881, where the South Dublin Union requires "one building on the new grounds to accommodate
the children" .The erection of the new building was to be carried out by Messrs McCurdy and Mitchell
at a cost of £12,000 - £14,000. The guardians debated over some additional accommodation to be
provided, and whilst wooden buildings were suggested it was decided to go with substantial brick
structures (IB 23 Nov 1881, pg.339). Another edition of the Irish Builder from 1883 states; “Notice of
Tender. Secured by W. M. Mitchell architect, with quantities by Hammond, for the erection of new
Children’s Auxiliary Buildings at South Dublin Union” (IB 25 Jun 1883, pg.178). This would appear to
be the northwest/southeast linear building seen at the eastern side of the auxiliary complex (seen on
the OS revised edition 25” dating to 1906-09 (Fig. 15.9), where it is noted as “Kilmainham Sheds”).
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The next mention of the “Kilmainham Sheds” is in an 1895 edition of the Freemans Journal, where it
seems the structure has been unsuitably converted to deal with an influx of patients afflicted with
fever. This opinion piece/article of 1895 argues the need for an isolated infectious diseases hospital
because – “at great expense they were forced to make temporary provision to receive convalescents
last year in the Kilmainham Sheds. The reception of the convalescents in an institution already
crowded and disorganised made it difficult to treat the aged and infirm. They had in addition to
contribute to the hospitals where acute cases of smallpox were treated."
The Freeman’s Journal follows up on this smallpox article noting - "the number of patients suffering
from this disease at present in hospital is 42, including 10 convalescents at the Kilmainham Sheds".
This presumably had all the necessary buildings relevant to its function as an isolation unit, raising
the possibility of a graveyard in this location, specifically for fever patients.
A further suggestion of internments in this area appears in an entry in the DUBLIN CORPORATION
MINUTES of 1900. The minutes note a letter that was from a Mr. George Whiteside, Acting Clerk of
the South Dublin Union, submitting a list of cases in which interments of human remains had recently
been carried out by the Union officials, and intimating that in future such interments must be carried
out by the Sanitary Authorities of the various districts. The motion was put and carried. Clearly a large
number of interments were taking place at the South Dublin Union workhouse grounds.

Battlefield of the South Dublin Union – Easter Rising 1916
On Easter Monday the 24th of April 1916, over 1,500 members of the Irish Volunteers and the Irish
Citizens Army took control of a number of strategic buildings throughout Dublin City commencing a
weeklong guerrilla campaign that would devastate the capital, and sow the seeds of an independent
Irish republic. Along with the occupation of the GPO, Dublin Castle, Boland’s Mills, St Stephens
Green, and the Four Courts, was that of the South Dublin Union (SDU) and the adjoining Distillery at
Marrowbone Lane. The SDU was selected for its proximity to the Richmond Barracks in Inchicore
and the British military headquarters of the Royal Hospital Kilmainham. It overlooked Kingsbridge
(modern day Heuston) Station, and could be used as a position to control James’s Street (a main
artery into the city) and Cork Street (which could be seen from the end of Marrowbone Lane). The
fifty acre SDU site and its network of hospital buildings, nurse’s residences, infirmary, morgue,
convalescent grounds and chapels housed over 3,000 people. These included patients, doctors,
nurses, and associated staff. The decision to use this site as an urban battleground clearly ran the
risk of civilian casualties such as Nurse Margaretta Keogh who was accidently shot and killed
attempting to protect patients (O’Brien 2010, 44). Efforts appear to have been made to limit
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causalities as staff and patients were moved to identifiable isolated wards and buildings within the
complex.
On the morning of Easter Monday, contradictory mobilisation orders and confusion had resulted in
only 100 Volunteers of a battalion of 700 assembling in Emerald Square off Cork Street. It was the
thirty-five year old Commandant Eamonn Ceannt, IRB Military Council member and Proclamation
signatory, who led the troops to a rapid takeover of the SDU, tying up a bemused security guard (the
citizens had become accustomed to the sight of Irish Volunteers practicing manoeuvres but certainly
not being active) and cutting the telephone wires. With the high walled perimeter secured, the Nurses
Home (now known as Naughton’s institute) was established as the rebel headquarters, and three
tactically astute outposts (Jameson’s Distillery in Marrowbone Lane, Watkin’s brewery in Ardee
Street, and Roe’s Distillery in Mount Brown) were chosen to be held by three captains with twenty
Volunteers each.
As word of the uprising reached the Richmond Barracks in Inchicore, troops were dispatched.
Securing positions of covering fire at the Royal Hospital Kilmainham, British Troops and Royal Irish
Regiment soldiers went about breaching the South Dublin Union from the west and south, at the
Rialto gate entrance and the Grand Canal. Guerrilla fighting, barricading, and close contact combat
commenced within the warren of buildings in the SDU. The most intense fighting occurred on that
first Monday and following Tuesday, with a calming of fighting on the Crown forces side on
Wednesday before the arrival of reinforcements from the Sherwood Foresters, led by Lieutenant
Colonel Oates. The battling consisted of sustained sniper fire and sporadic skirmishes and with a
large push on Thursday which resulted in proportionate losses on both sides. Notably, Cathal Brugha
serving as Vice Commandant, suffered serious injury in a heroic single handed defence of the Nurse’s
Home. Interestingly, W.T. Cosgrave served as second in command to Brugha, received a death
sentence for his role in the uprising but this was reduced to imprisonment.
The focus shifted to the GPO and the fighting in the city centre and to Eamonn Ceannt’s credit the
severely depleted battalion of Volunteers managed to hold out until ordered to surrender on Sunday
the 30th of April. The surviving troops were brought to Richmond Barracks to be detained. Eamonn
Ceannt was identified and sent to Kilmainham Gaol, where he faced trial, and was executed by firing
squad on the 8th of May 1916 (Gallagher, 2014, 324).
Not having received heavy artillery bombardment, evidence that the SDU doubled as a theatre of war
in such seismic and long reaching historic events was gradually removed, and the grounds reverted
to their original use.

Spanish Flu
Local knowledge suggests that St James’s hospital played a key role in the treatment of patients
during the Spanish Influenza outbreak. Occurring between June 1918 and April 1919, shortages of
hospital beds and medical personnel due to the Great War stretched an already taxed health service.
Dublin suffered from all three waves that swept through the island and official mortality rates for the
epidemic stand at 2,866 in the capital alone, out of a total of 20,000 for the whole island (Beiner G.,
Marsh P., Milne I., (2009) “Greatest Killer of the twentieth century: the Great Flu of 1918-19” History
Ireland Vol. 17, Issue 2). No existing records verifying treatment or burials in the St. James’s complex
were uncovered, however, unsubstantiated rumours exist of a grave for victims based close to the
South Circular Road Entrance. To date, no evidence of graves were revealed by the archaeological
monitoring or investigation that took place throughout the site (see sections previous archaeological
investigations within St James’s Hospital and site investigations within the new children’s hospital
and family accommodation unit and within the Children’s Research and Innovation Centre).

15.1.1.6 Modern Developments
By the 1930s the hospital was known as St Kevin’s Hospital, this change is seen in the revised edition
OS 6-inch map dating to 1935-8 (Fig. 15.10). A number of buildings have been demolished in the
Auxiliary Warehouse complex and the Kilmainham Shed structure (having undergone some minor
alterations) is seen now referred to as “Rialto Hospital”. During the 1950’s many old buildings were
demolished and replaced. In 1970 the Minister for Health ordered the demolition of the original
workhouse buildings and in 1977 the complex was renamed St James’s Hospital.
Fronting onto Mount Brown Road; the Mount Brown McCaffrey’s Estate (which became known as
Ceannt Fort) was one of Dublin’s first social housing projects designed by Thomas Joseph Byrne
(1876-1939) and constructed between 1917 and 1923. This series of terraces is made up of fourroom two-storey cottages with gabled projections, segment-headed windows, gambrel roofs and a
range of materials incorporating rock-faced granite and concrete to brown Dolphin’s Barn brick. Byrne
was responsible for the erection of hundreds of well-designed and attractive labourers' cottages in
Dublin and was a pioneer of improved public housing in Ireland, stressing the importance of aspect
and advocating the inclusion of a parlour in any plan. Continued housing development took place in
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the environs of St. James’s Hospital campus and are discussed further in Chapter 16, Architecture
and Cultural Heritage.

Plate 15.3 Mount Brown Housing Estate

15.1.1.7 Cartographic Research
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A number of historic maps chart the development of the land, now the site of St James’s Hospital
and the proposed compound area at Davitt Road. Both areas have been assessed separately.
Chronologically these include: Brookings Map (1728), Rocque’s Map (1756), Plan of Dublin Map
(1818), Irish Railway Map (1837), 1st edition Ordnance Survey 6-inch map (1838-47), Ordnance
Survey map (1876), OS revised edition 25” map (1906-09), OS revised edition 6” map (1935-8). The
steady sequence of maps depicts the expansion, demolition, and adaptation of buildings and
boundaries within the St James’s Hospital and aids in the ability to see which areas are likely to have
suffered disturbance. An example of this adaption can be seen with the different labelling of the
Poorhouse building, which within the space of 110 years, appears as either the City Workhouse, the
Foundling Hospital, or the South Dublin Union Workhouse on five separate maps. Up until the latter
half of the 19th century, the majority of development occurs towards the northeast and east of the St
James’s Hospital campus.
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Brooking’s Map of Dublin, 1728
The earliest historic map that notes any development on the St. James’s Hospital site is Charles
Brooking’s Map of Dublin dated to 1728 (note that Brooking’s Map is orientated to the south (Fig.
15.3). The large institutional development noted on the map as “Poorhouse” (although technically it
became the Foundling Hospital the previous year) is depicted to the northeast of the modern day
complex. It is shown as a range of buildings, arranged in a square, with a central courtyard. An
elevation drawing of the Poorhouse also appears on the map (Plate 15.2). The north range (which is
wider than the other ranges) is probably the earliest and this has two projections on the north side.
The entrance is via a laneway from James’s Street, which approaches the main building from the
south. This laneway leads through two rectangular buildings, which are oriented east–west and lie
parallel to the main range. The city basin (the reservoir for the city’s water supply) lies to the
southeast. Everything to the south and west is open fields at this stage and the site of the new
children’s hospital and the family accommodation unit is shown as open fields with no discernible
features.

Figure 15.3 Brooking’s Map dated 1728
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Rocque’s “Plan of the City of Dublin and the Environs” 1756
John Rocque’s “Plan of the City of Dublin and the Environs” 1756 (Fig. 15.4) depicts the Poorhouse
shown on Brooking’s map as “The City Workhouse”. By this stage the main building has been
expanded into a substantial T- shaped structure accessed by a main gate in the north boundary wall
facing onto Mount Brown/James’s Street. The map depicts a large courtyard enclosed by a perimeter
wall at its front, an open area within the structure denoted as “The Hall”, and with two yards at its rear
marked by two linear (east-west) buildings, noted as “Bedlam” indicating its use as, what was
commonly referred to in official documentation at the time, a “lunatic or idiot asylum”. Two projecting
wings had been added to the original poorhouse since Brooking’s Map of 1728, and these were
visible on the eastern and western sides. Within the complex, access to the projecting wings was
from the central courtyard through arches on either side. Two large buildings, oriented north/ south,
were also added on the western side on the main range and are marked as stables/outhouses on
Rocque’s map. These buildings are similar in type to two additional buildings in the northwest corner
of the complex, which were also probably stables. The children’s research and innovation centre is
located in an area that was previously open and was partly occupied by a building at this location. A
‘bridewell,’ or prison, lies outside the north boundary wall on the eastern side. The complex is flanked
to the east by a build-up of terraced houses (and their back lanes) which face onto Mount Brown
Road/ St. James’s Street. Burgage plots and the large rectangular “City Bason” (constructed in 1721)
are depicted to the southeast. Open fields appear south of the complex, whilst to the west is “Cutt
Throat Lane”, some burgage plots and undeveloped open fields. “Cutt Throat Lane” (located within
St James’s Hospital campus) along with the nearby “Murdering Lane” and “Pigs Lane”, are named in
reference to the presence of a Cromwellian camp in this area in the 1650s. The site of the new
children’s hospital and the family accommodation unit is shown as fields and undeveloped.

Figure 15.4 Rocque’s Map dated 1756
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Plan of Dublin Map dated 1818 and Irish Railway Map dated 1837
Little development is evident from examining the historic maps of Jacques-Nicholas Bellin “Plan de
la Ville de Dublin” of 1764, or Samuel John Neele’s “Plan of Greater Dublin including Circular Roads”
of 1797. Although major infrastructural schemes were being undertaken in the wider environs, like
the development of the Grand Canal, which demarcates the south of St. James’s Hospital and was
begun in 1765. The construction of the canal appears to have run into some delays, as Richard Twiss
notes in “A Tour in Ireland 1775 with a Map, and a View of the Salmon Leap at Ballyshannon”
(London, 1776); “in 1765 a canal was begun to be cut from this place (i.e. the city basin), and intended
to be continued to Athlone, which is about seventy English miles off, in order to open a communication
with the Shannon; at the rate the work is at present carried on it bids fair for being completed in three
or four centuries”. Records in the Irish Architectural Archive show development around the “Foundling
Hospital/ Workhouse” occurring at a steadier pace, when in 1798 the main buildings were modified
externally by architect Francis Johnston. The Children’s Research and Innovation Centre is located
to the northwest of these structures and in an area that was partly occupied by buildings at this time.
Wings were added to the south side of the main building, with the rear buildings (the ‘bedlam’ or
asylum), extended at either side. These developments are depicted on the Plan of Dublin Map of
1818 (Fig. 15.5) along with the linear layout of ‘Cut Throat Lane’, and the Irish Railway map of 1837
(Fig. 15.6), where the entire complex is labelled as the ‘Foundling Hospital’. The plan of a new linear
east/west infirmary parallel and to the south of the bedlam is seen under construction in the Plan of
Dublin Map of 1818 (Fig. 15.5). The city basin was redeveloped in 1821. Both maps show
undeveloped fields to the south and west in the area proposed for the new children’s hospital and the
family accommodation unit.

Figure. 15.5 Plan of Dublin Map dated 1818 showing complex as the City
Work House.
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Figure. 15.6 Irish Railway Map dated 1837 showing the complex as the
Foundling Hospital.
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First edition Ordnance Survey 6-inch map (1838-47)
Following the closure of the Foundling hospital in 1837, the buildings were used and adapted to serve
solely as a workhouse which could accommodate 2,000. The workhouse was opened in 1840. The
first edition OS 6 inch map dated 1843 (Fig. 15.7) shows this development in the complex now
referred to as the “South Dublin Union Workhouse” and illustrates development throughout the overall
modern day St James’s Hospital site. The map shows development at the entrance facing the road,
which on this edition is no longer noted at this point as Mount Brown but rather as James’ Street.
Expansion to the stable buildings on the western and eastern side of the complex is seen, as well as
two north-south linear buildings in the centre of the complex (probably outhouses and toilets) which
separate the male and female yards of the workhouse. Substantial development is seen to the south
of the site with the construction of a Roman Catholic Church between the two east/west linear asylum
buildings, it now forms one continual linear east/west block. Near the recently developed infirmary
are some small outhouses, and a linear north-south building noted as “School Ho(use)” – the
foundations of which were excavated and removed in 2009 under licence 08E1021ext in advance of
the development of a radiotherapy facility. There is also a rectangular area marked out to the
immediate east which is noted as a “Burial Ground”. Further development throughout the grounds is
seen to the west, with the development of an orchard with pathways and that of a T-shaped building
(with outhouses), unnamed here but referred to as “Orchard House” in later maps. To the west of this
development is a building on open ground noted as “Garden Hill”, a weir is seen nearby. Other than
that the main changes are a build-up of dwellings facing onto Mount Brown and Old Kilmainham
Road, and a road (modern day Brookfield Road) leading from the canal to Old Kilmainham Road is
seen, this road marks the western boundary of the site. Terraced cottages have been developed
along Brookfield Road. The western lands which will later feature the auxiliary workhouse and
Kilmainham Sheds are open fields at this time.

Figure. 15.7 First edition Ordnance Survey 6-inch map dated 1838-47
showing South Dublin Union Workhouse and Garden Hill.
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Revised 6-inch Ordnance Survey map (1876)
The Children’s Research and Innovation Centre is located at the northwest corner of the area that
was occupied by the South Dublin Union Workhouse and is partly occupied by buildings.
Development to the southeast of the South Dublin Union Workhouse within the proposed new
children’s hospital and family accommodation unit is seen for the first time on revised edition 6-inch
OS map dated to 1876 (Fig. 15.8). Extensive development of an Auxiliary Workhouse complex is
seen with H-block and linear style buildings appearing near the modern day Rialto Gate entrance.
The exact function of these structures is unclear, they seem to have been used initially to house
children, possibly serving as dormitories, workhouses, a school house, and a laundry and it is likely
they included industrial work areas. Newspaper articles from the time (Freeman’s Journal 1895) show
they also served as isolated fever wards in the mid-1890s for patients with infectious diseases
(smallpox in that instance, and possibly the Spanish Flu in 1918-9). Some of these structures appear
to have been reused and altered to serve as hospital wards and infirmaries when the main use of the
complex became medical. ‘Garden Hill’ is also annotated on the map.

Figure. 15.8 Ordnance Survey map dated 1876 showing the Auxiliary
Workhouse at the southwest of the site.
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Revised 25-inch Ordnance Survey edition map (1906-09)
Continued development and expansion is recorded on the revised 25-inch OS edition map dating to
1906-09 (Fig. 15.9). This map shows the South Dublin Union Workhouse site expanding with the
construction of a number of observational wards, workshops, and substantial new buildings (one of
which was to become the main entrance of the current St James’ hospital), a convent appears to the
immediate west of the workhouse infirmary, whilst roadside terraced housing is seen on the perimeter
of the site both at Brookfield Road and Mount Brown, there is some small housing development
around “Garden Hill”, along with a linear structure to the northeast of the Auxiliary Workhouse,
referred to here as “Kilmainham Sheds”. A Roman Catholic Church has also been construction within
the Kilmainham Sheds complex.

Figure. 15.9 The Ordnance Survey revised edition 25” map dating to 1906-09,
showing “Kilmainham Sheds”.
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Revised 6-inch Ordnance Survey map (1935-8)
By the 1930s the complex is no longer referred to the South Dublin Union Workhouse but was known
as ‘St Kevin’s Institution’ (Fig. 15.10). It wasn’t until 1977 that it was renamed St James’. The site
layout has changed noticeably with demolitions and reconstructions of a number of existing buildings
taking place, along with the construction of a laundry and additional wards. An extensive housing
development is seen enveloped by the site at its northern centre. Fronting onto Mount Brown Road
this is one of Dublin first social housing projects; the Mount Brown McCaffrey’s Estate (which became
known as Ceannt Fort) designed by Thomas Joseph Byrne (1876-1939) and constructed between
1917 and 1923. Byrne was responsible for the erection of hundreds of well-designed and attractive
labourers' cottages in south County Dublin and was a pioneer of improved public housing in Ireland,
stressing the importance of aspect and advocating the inclusion of a parlour in any plan. Continued
housing development is also noticed around “Garden Hill”. The church site is referred to as ‘Cath.
Ch’. A number of buildings have been demolished in the Auxiliary Warehouse complex and the
Kilmainham Shed structure (having undergone alterations) is now referred to as “Rialto Hospital”.

Figure 15.10 The revised edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey map (1935-8),
showing “Rialto Hospital” on the site of the Auxiliary Workhouse/
Kilmainham Sheds.
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15.1.1.8 Stray Finds
Research of the Topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland yielded information on just
one stray find within the existing St James’s Hospital site. The find spot is outside the areas proposed
for redevelopment. A 1952 Gardaí report relating to uncovering of human remains (Ref: I.A. 261/52)
in the grounds of (the then) St. Kevin’s Hospital (Figure 15.12). The file details contact between the
Gardaí and the Museum following the exposure of disarticulated human bone, along with the
fragments of 5 skulls, on hospital grounds during construction work relating to sewer services. The
remains had been exposed in a trench measuring 100ft by 2.5ft by 3ft deep. The bones had been
buried at a depth of two foot six inches at various places along the trench for a distance of fifty feet.
The trench was situated in an undeveloped area with a grass surface, approximately an acre in
extent, at the rear of Hospital No.5 (situated at the south-east corner of the modern day St James’s
Hospital site) and adjoining the Grand Canal, where it was separated by ‘wall 8ft in height’. The
remains had been put in a sack by the workmen and were noted by the inspecting Garda to have
been “crumbling and seemed to have been in the ground for a considerable period of time”. No
evidence of coffins, grave markers, or associated objects was uncovered. No site inspection was
made by members of the museum due to weather, and that the trench had been filled in to a large
extent. However, it is noted that the Medical Superintendent at St Kevin’s reported that the bones
were too old to be of the 1916 period. Following authorization by the Museum the bones were
disposed of by the City Morgue.

15.1.1.9 Previous archaeological investigations within St James’s Hospital
A number of archaeological investigations have taken place within the grounds of St James’s
Hospital, the earliest of which occurred in 1998 all outside the areas proposed for redevelopment.
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The presence of a recorded monument (DU018-020304/5) within the site, and the encroachment of
the site into the Zone of Archaeological Potential for Dublin (DU018-020) meant that any of the regular
redevelopment and expansion throughout the St James’s Hospital site required archaeological
monitoring or testing.
Seven archaeological investigations took place within St James’s Hospital between the late 1990s
and 2008. Five of these, license numbers 98E0235, 00E0647, 01E0137, 01E0892, and 08E1021
were focused either within or in close proximity to the Workhouse remains, in the northeast of the
site. The two other testing programs, carried out under license numbers 98E0560 and 99E0682,
occurred in the southwest corner and centre of the St James’s grounds respectively (Figure 15.12).
The earliest archaeological investigations carried out on the campus of St James’ Hospital consisted
of monitoring works in 1998 under license 98E0235. These works related to the construction of an
extension (Planning Ref. No. 1355/97) to an existing west wing of the 18th century Workhouse, which
was in use as the Physiotherapy School Building. The work was overseen by archaeologist Roseanne
Meehan. Two areas were excavated; one to a depth of 1m below the existing ground level which
exposed the base of the workhouse wall, the other area was dug to a depth of 2m below ground
level, which revealed a large pit with a substantial brick deposit, most probably associated with the
construction of the Workhouse. No other features of archaeological significance was noted during
the monitoring works. These investigations took place to the south of the proposed location for the
Children’s Research and Innovation Centre.
Testing was again carried out in 1998 by archaeologist Rosanne Meenan, under license 98E0560,
this time in the southwest of the site prior to the development of a new cardiac building. The testing
area was positioned to the rear of Hospital 7, 20m east of the proposed new children’s hospital site
and to the southeast of family accommodation unit. Six trenches tested the location and all showed
evidence for dumping of 19th-century material, some of which was domestic debris that probably
derived from the workhouse and hospital, along with some building rubble. The test trenches revealed
evidence for reclamation to a depth of approx. 2.8m and bottomed out on a layer of soft light greybrown silt. The site is close to the Grand Canal, and there is some evidence that there was an
overflow pool for the canal at the approximate location of the proposed building. The nature of the
underlying grey silt was consistent with the presence of such a pool. Archaeological material
underlying the silts mentioned was not observed.
Further development within the centre of the St James’s grounds in February 2000 resulted in
archaeological investigations being carried out prior to the construction of a concourse, daycare
centre, and an underground carpark. A testing scheme of eight trenches was overseen by
archaeologist Rosanne Meenan, under license 99E0682. The development site was located on the
site of Hospital 3 and part of Hospital 6, the former dating to 1876 and the latter to 1968. Hospitals 3
and 6 were demolished in the mid-1990s. There was a basement in Hospital 3, and the demolition
rubble was pushed into the basement. Eight trenches of varying length (3m to 26m in length) tested
the development area. Five of them were placed within the footprint of the demolished hospital. This
was indicated by the nature of the modern building rubble deposit, which contained modern material
down to the lowest level, dumped material of 19th century date, serving to raise the general ground
level in this area, in the 19th century. Archaeological material was not observed underneath the
rubble, and it was considered that, if such material existed, it was destroyed during the construction
and/or demolition of the hospital building.
A large excavation carried out by Claire Walsh (excavation license 00E0647) revealing deposits
dating to the 12th century took place in advance of redevelopment at the site of the workhouse in
2000. This excavation took place to the south east of the proposed location for the Children’s
Research and Innovation Centre. The Poorhouse had been located during testing in 2000 by Linzi
Simpson, and this large development offered the opportunity to record what survived below ground.
The proposed site, a school of medicine (The Trinity Centre for Health Services) developed by Trinity
College measured 90m square. Along with the foundations of the Poorhouse, 3 earlier archaeological
phases were uncovered. The earliest phase revealed a rectangular timber structure and possible
corn-drier feature dating to the 12th century. This was followed by late 13th to 16th century agricultural
activity, burgage plots, and field boundaries. The third distinct phase was that of a metalled roadway,
flanked by ditches, which respected the alignment of the medieval field boundary. It contained sherds
of medieval and 17th century pottery, as well as coins, the latest dating to 1670, sources indicated
that this road was enclosed and gated. The road ran in a northeast/ southwest alignment and would
appear to tie in with the modern day Ewington Lane nearby to the east. The final phase of activity
was that of the Poorhouse itself. The excavation exposed an entire plan of the Poorhouse complex,
with its network of post-medieval walls, flagstones, vaulted basement, cobbled yard, and the 19th
century chapel foundations. The east/west aligned basement measured 38.5m by 15.2m, and
extended to a depth of 3m below ground level. Constructed of roughly hewn limestone blocks with a
limestone mortar, the basement was recorded and, following a redesign, was retained in situ beneath
the new development (Fig. 15.11). (Pl. 15.4-15.5).

15-21

Fig 15.11 Plan of excavated vaulted basement

Plate 15.4 19th century foundations of the poorhouse vaults, looking west,
courtesy of the MGL archive
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Plate 15.5 Poor house vaults incorporated into a modern day basement

In the summer of 2001 prior to the construction of a new mortuary site and semi-basement carpark,
a large area measuring 50m east/west by 35m north/south was archaeologically assessed through
test trenching and monitoring. Situated in the northeast of the site, these works were carried out
under licence 01E0137. Following test trenching (which revealed no medieval deposits) the entire
site was monitored, whereby an extensive deposit of post-medieval cultivation soil mixed with
occasional concentrations of rubble up to 1.2m in depth was noted as covering the entire area of the
site. It was hoped that the pre 17th century road uncovered during the excavation to the northwest
under license 00E0647 would have been picked up again during testing. No medieval deposits
survived and there was no evidence of structures, walls, ditches or large pits predating the 19th
century.
Prior to the construction of the LUAS Redline and the construction of a LUAS stop just inside the
main entrance of St. James’s Hospital an application was made to test excavate the area, under
license 01E0892. In October of 2001 a non-continuous north/south trench of 58m by 2m was opened.
The area had been occupied by the poorhouse prior to its demolition and replacement by a mass
concrete hospital building dating to 1934 (which itself had been demolished prior to works). The
bridewell noted on Rocque’s 1756 map (lying outside the northern boundary on the eastern side with
a 100ft long road side façade) appeared to be positioned to the northern end of the site and it was
thought that its foundations would be uncovered during excavation, however no evidence of the
bridewell was uncovered. Testing revealed that up to 700mm below OD were the foundations of the
workhouse, below that a 400-600mm deposit of garden soil sealed the natural subsoil. Several walls
along with a stone-vaulted sewer were encountered in the trench. These garden soils appeared to
tie in with those uncovered by Claire Walsh’s excavation 01E0137, situated approx. 30m to the
southeast, which were post-medieval in date.
Testing was carried out under license 08E1021 prior to the development of a radiotherapy treatment
facility in 2009. This site was 47m east/west and 41m north/south, and positioned immediately south
of St. James’s Hospital No 1. Mapping showed the site had housed a 19th century school constructed
circa 1838 and which had been demolished in the first half of the 20th century. Potential for deposits
or stray finds relating to the workhouse and the possibility of un-recorded burials within the proposed
development necessitated an archaeological excavation programme prior to development. Testing
uncovered the schoolhouse wall foundations and a small assemblage of disarticulated human bone.
A total of 3 adults and 1 juvenile human bone fragments from a minimum of two individuals was
identified and these remains appeared at a depth between 0.5m and 1.6m below the existing ground
level. As the proposed building had a formation level of 4.6m below present site ground level and
development would involve bulk excavation across the entire area it was clear that this would have
a severe negative impact on the features and deposits identified during this testing.
Two phases of archaeological excavation followed these findings. The first, exposing and recording
all of the school building foundations within the site (a total area of 39m north northwest-south
southeast by 11m west southwest– east northeast) (Pl. 15.6). The second phase; reducing the
garden soils to monitor for human burials. All bone recovered proved to be animal bone. No further
human bone was revealed and it was thought that the initial findings of bone were as a result of
redeposited material within the site. Nothing of archaeological significance was recovered from the
garden soils.
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Plate 15.6 Excavation of the school house foundations

Fig. 15.12 Map highlighting (noted with stars) the previous excavations on
the St James’s Hospital site and archaeological find spot (recorded in blue)
from the National Museum of Ireland
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15.1.1.10
Site Investigation within the new children’s hospital and the family
accommodation unit
For discussion purposes on site investigations are divided into those undertaken within the western
area of the proposed development for the new children’s hospital and family accommodation unit and
those undertaken in advance of the proposed development of the Children’s Research and
Innovation Centre on the eastern side of the existing campus.
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The archaeological findings from onsite investigations have been divided into two separate areas for
ease of reference, the first reported here are the investigations association with the new children’s
hospital and family accommodation unit. All archaeological investigations within the perimeter of the
proposed new children’s hospital and family accommodation unit site (situated in the western third of
the St James’s Hospital site) occurred in 2015. These investigations comprised of four archaeological
test trenches (Fig. 15.13) (ranging between 4 and 6m in length) in the carpark south of the late
nineteenth century church, and ten test pits excavated as part of the on-site geotechnical
investigations (Fig. 15.14). These were carried out under licence 15E0063, in March 2015. A second
series of geotechnical excavations (seven trenches in all) took place in May 2015, again relating to
the drilling of boreholes. This series of investigations was archaeologically monitored, the findings
corresponded with the earlier investigations in the area (Fig. 15.15).
The site of the four test trenches (Fig. 15.13) is situated in the south-west corner of St James’s
Hospital, close to the Rialto Gate. The site of the trenches was carefully selected as an area identified
(through the limited cartographic sources) as open ground or yards associated with the workhouse,
where there was no evidence of any building or disturbance. It is currently a car-park but is within the
environs of the Auxiliary Workhouse built in the late 19th century. A 19th-century Roman Catholic
chapel lies to the north of the site and the close proximity raises the possibility of unknown graves in
this location. A number of geo-technical test-pits were excavated in various locations in and around
the northern end of the Auxiliary Workhouse and along the extreme southern end. These were carried
out to locate services.
The original eastern block of the Auxiliary Workhouse still forms part of the hospital complex, dating
from the 1870s, as depicted on the Ordnance Survey of 1876. This was originally flanked on the
western side by two long ranges, orientated north-south, the footprint of which were very irregular
suggesting they are likely to have been a conglomeration of buildings which evolved over time. Both
of these western ranges have sections that are similar widths to the existing eastern range perhaps
suggesting they were similar in build and date. The western ranges were demolished sometime
between 1909 and 1935.
The cartographic sources suggest that development in the Early Modern Period did not occur in this
area until after the mid-19th century, as the 1st Edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey map of 1876 depicts
open fields at this date. However, the late 19th century saw extensive development with the
construction of the Auxiliary Workhouse by 1876 and with the granite and brick chapel in place by
1903. While the main burial ground associated with the hospital complex is located on the other
(eastern) side of the complex and marked on the OS map of 1836, there may have been an unmarked
burial ground or cemetery associated with the chapel and Auxiliary Workhouse.

Figure 15.13 Archaeological Investigation

Findings from the four trenches (referred to as test trench 5, 5a, 6, and 7) are listed below:
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Test-trench 5
This trench was orientated east/west and measured 6m in length by 0.50m in width by 1.50m in
depth. It was positioned 40.40m south of the church.
Test Trench
5

Dimensions:
6m
east/west,
north/south, 1.5m depth.

Depth
0.0 - 0.10m
0.10 - 0.60m

Description
Tarmac and hardcore.
Black silty cultivation soil, which has gravel
lenses and small chips of stone, 3mm in
diameter including fragments of off-red
brick, 19th -century in date.
Lumps of pure white lime, very pure, 0.30m
in diameter.
Dark black silty cultivation soil, as above,
with charcoal fleck but few finds. However,
there were brick fragments in this deposit.
Dark sticky grey/yellow clay to 1.30m in
depth but this contains small fragments of
bone and modern pottery.

0.60 - 0.80m
0.80 - 1.10m

1.10 -1.30m

1.30 - 1.50m

0.5m

Dark grey/yellow silty clay very sticky
containing mortar and brick fleck.

Position on Site:
40.4m south of the
church
Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Cultivation soil.

Finds
None.
None.

Lime layer.

None.

Cultivation soil.

None.

Infill layer.

Small
fragments
of bone
and
modern
pottery.
None.

Infill layer.

East wall of stone drain
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At the western end of the trench a stone feature or wall was located lying 0.75m below present ground
and the lime deposit humped up and over this, deepest over the wall at 0.08m. This feature was
identified as the east wall of a stone channel or drain (Pl. 15.7) that was fully exposed in the trench
to the south (Trench 6: see below). The channel wall was composed of limestone blocks, measuring,
on average 0.15m by 0.20m, with one large block measuring 0.30m in length by 0.20m in depth.
Although lime sealed the upper exposed section of the east wall, the mortar of the wall was different
consisting of a light beige-coloured mortar and not the stark white mortar as above. The east wall
measured 0.65m in width east-west by 0.10m in depth and was faced on the eastern side. There is
a deeper cut along the south side filled with 804 stone or hardcore, which suggests modern
disturbance in this area.

Plate 15.7 The east wall of the stone drain Trench 5, from the south

Human bone
A pit was dug in the centre of the trench exposing the yellow stick clays beneath. The upper levels
contained 19th century ceramic finds including a 19th -century clay-pipe fragment but a number of
bone fragments were noted and a sample was taken, which was then sieved. This section was found
to contain human bone, which was collected and identified by an osteologist Jonny Geber as human
bone, both adult and juvenile. The bone fragments consisted of two juvenile teeth, a phalanx, skull
fragments and at least one finger bone from an adult (Pl. 15.8). While the human bone came from a
concentrated area (0.30m square), there were no skeletons in situ. Other sections of clay within the
same trench were also sieved but produced no bones.
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Plate 15.8 Fragments of human bone, Trench 5

Trench 5a
An additional trench was excavated at a later date (21st March 2015) measuring 4m in length, the
eastern end just 0.80m north of the western end of Trench 5. This was to investigate the distinctive
lime deposits found in the deposits at the west end of Trench 5, along with some fragments of human
bone. This additional testing also located the lime deposit where it sealed limestone masonry built,
presumably the drain found further south. No further fragments of human bone were revealed.
Test Trench
5a

Dimensions: 4m east/west,
north/south, 0.7m depth.

Depth
0.0 -0.08m
0.08 -0.60m

Description
Tarmac.
Gritty friable dark brown cellar fill with
lenses of mortar (off-white in colour) and
heavy orange brick 18th century in date.
Several large limestone boulders, 0.30m in
diameter, were found in this deposit.
Pure lime deposit, identical to that found in
Trench 5. This lime was found associated
with a limestone build which was at least
1m in width east-west and is composed of
large limestone roughly hewn blocks. This
is likely to be the stone drain as above.

0.6
-0.7m
(base)

0.5m

Position on Site: just
0.8m north of Trench
5
Interpretation
Carpark surface.
18th century cellar fill.

Finds
None.
None.

Lime deposit.

None.
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Test-trench 6
This trench was diagonal, orientated northeast-southwest, and measuring 6m in length by 0.50m in
width by 0.70m in depth. It was located roughly 4m south of Trench 5. The excavation located the full
footprint of the stone drain, orientated roughly north-south, lying 0.60m below present ground level.
Test Trench
6

Dimensions:
6m
east/west,
north/south, 0.7m depth.

Depth
0.0 - 0.10m
0.10 - 0.40m

Description
Tarmac
Black silty cultivation soil, very gravelly with
small chips of stone and very few inclusions.
However, there were fragments of brick. A
cut was visible along the southern section of
the trench at the western end and this was
filled with 804 stone.
Cellar fill deposit composed of cinders,
charcoal, stone, gravel along with layers of
layers of ash. This was the upper fill of the
drain.

0.40 - 0.70m

0.5m

Position on Site:
roughly 4m south
of Trench 5
Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Cultivation soil.

Finds
None.
None.

Fill of drain.

None.

Open drain
The remains of a large open drain, defined by limestone walls, was located running through the centre
of the trench and this was orientated northwest-southeast (Pl. 15.9). It measured 1.40m in width
(east-west) internally on the northern side widening to 1.85m in width at the southern but had been
badly damaged by later activity. The drain was sealed by demolition deposits of brick and mortar and
is likely to be the same feature found in Trench 5 to the northeast.
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The western wall lay 0.60m below present ground level and was 2.60m in width, east-west by at least
0.30m in depth. It was composed of roughly-hewn limestone blocks, set within beige clay, which was
only faced on the eastern side suggesting that it performed a revetting function rather than a standalone wall. The eastern side was not as well preserved and this only measured 1.50m in width eastwest but was similarly constructed, from large limestone blocks, roughly hewn and measuring, on
average, 0.30m by 0.20m. Two faced courses were visible on this side to a depth of 0.50m.
The upper level of the drain was filled with classic cellar refuse, consisting of purple cinders and ash,
mixed with shell and animal bone. These infill deposits sealed a pure silt layer, 0.20m in depth, which
was very black but also contained brick fragments along with mortar lenses. This silt sat directly on
a black grit and gravelly deposit, the remnants of a defunct watercourse. The structure was cut into
sticky beige and yellow clay, which contains brick fragments and charcoal fragments, the former of
which are red and heavy and datable to the 18th century. Immediately east of the drain, at 0.80m
below present ground level, there was a dump of loose stone including big heavy orange brick.

Plate 15.9 Stone drain, from the north, Trench 6
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Test-trench 7
This trench was excavated approximately 6m south of Test-trench 5 and was orientated east-west.
It measured 6m east-west by 0.50m in width by 1.30m in depth (Plates 15.10 and 15.11). The western
end contained a modern brick (Dophin’s Barn yellow brick) man-hole chamber roughly 1.80m square,
the west wall of which has a drain exiting from it. This manhole is cut into grey silt and is filled with
mortar and brick to a depth of 1.10m. This ground was infilled but also produced evidence of an
earlier surface lying 0.30m below present ground level, with a second surface at 0.85m below present
ground level.

Plate 15.10 Brick build Trench 7 Plate 15.11 detail of mettled surface
from the west
Trench 7
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Test Trench
7

Dimensions: 4m east/west,
north/south, 0.7m depth.

Depth
0.0 - 0.08m
0.08 - 0.30m

Description
Tarmac.
Purple cinders (cellar fill) containing
ashes and charcoal.
A surface of compacted pebbles,
measuring approximately 3mm in
diameter
Hard yellow re-deposited clay (a
bedding for the surface
This contained brick and stone, along
with bone fragments and contained
charcoal fragments
Dark grey silty clay with mottled lenses
of yellow clay mixed in with the dark grey
silt
A very well defined surface of small
angular blackstone, 30mm in diameter
and set in a pure black silt bedding with
cinders mixed in.
Dark grey silt, sticky with pottery and
flecks of brick
Dark grey silt (Natural)

0.3 - 0.35m

0.35 - 0.40m
0.40 - 0.60m

0.60 - 0.80m

0.80 - 0.85m

0.85 - 1.30m
1.30m
(base)

0.5m

Position on Site: just
0.8m north of Trench 5
Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Cellar fill.

Finds
None.
None.

Pebble surface.

None.

Bedding
surface.
Deposit.

for

pebble

None.
None.

Deposit.

None.

Surface.

None.

Historic layer.

None.

Natural.

None.

Geotechnical Test -pits
Ten geo-technical test-pits (Fig. 15.14) were excavated in order to locate services in various locations
in and around the northern end of the Auxiliary Workhouse and along the extreme south-western
perimeter. The excavation of these geotechnical test pits were archaeologically monitored in order to
provide a better understanding of the subsurface soil profile and in order to identify any below ground
structural remains which could represent the auxiliary workhouse as shown on the revised edition of
the Ordnance Survey map (1876) (Fig 15.8). No identification of the Auxiliary Workhouse occurred.
The results of this monitoring is detailed below.

Figure 15.14 Location of Geo-technical test pits
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Description of Test Pits
Test Pit ME08 (Outside Emergency Department)
Depth
Description
0.0 -0.08m
Concrete.
* Located a gas-main orientated north-south, which is sealed in sand.
0.08 - 0.28m
Grey black clay.
0.28 - 0.70m
Black gravelly clay with brick and stone.
0.70 - 1.28m
Brown gravelly clay.

Test Pit SL 5 (in the yard close to Emergency Department)
Depth
Description
0.0 - 0.12m
Concrete.
0.08 - 0.32m
Grey angular stone, crushed lean-mix.
0.32 - 0.90m
Firm brown black silty sandy and gravelly clay with ceramic (earthenware)
and brick fragments.
0.90 – 2.70m
2.70m base

Firm brown slightly sandy clay with occasional cobbles (natural).
Yellow firm clay with mottling of reddish clay (oxidation).
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ME09 (5m northwest of Phase 1 C Main Hospital Block)
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.17m
0.17 - 0.41m
.

Concrete.
Grey brown clay mix with brick etc.
Brown clay, sandy and gravelly deposits.

1.35m base

Natural.

ME10 (At rear of Plant Room for Hospital 7)
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.05m
0.05 - 0.90m
0.90 -1.32m

Tarmac.
Firm brown black sandy clay with inclusions of stone and brick.
Firm brown silty clay.

ME12 (5m north of Hospital 7)
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.09m
0.09 - 0.25m

Tarmac.
Gravel fill, grey and black clay.

0.25 - 0.50m

Gravelly clay slightly sandy.

0.50 - 1.30m

Firm brown/grey sandy gravelly clay (Infill).

1.30m base

Natural.
15-31

ST LL (close to the Rialto Gate)
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.08m

Concrete.

0.08 - 0.60m

Sand infill around a service.

0.6m
0.6 - 1.30m

Watermain.
Sand around the service.

ME02 (located east of ST LL on the east side of the road) – Northern End
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.08m
0.08 -0.50m
0.6m base

Concrete.
Mixed stone (804 stone).
Gas-main service.

ME02 (located east of ST LL on the east side of the road) – Southern End
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.08m

Concrete.

0.08 - 0.25m

Dark grey hardcore.

0.25 -0.6m:

Mixed stone and clay (804).

SL 12 (southwest corner of carpark south of Rialto Gate) - this trench was orientated eastwest – Western End
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.05m
0.05 - 0.40m

Hardcore/ Concrete.
Dark brown cultivation soil with layered charcoal and mortar and roots and
bricks.
Mixed clay, yellow and sticky, containing charcoal and brick.

0.40 - 0.80m

Brick build
At west end of the trench a one course high brick build survived, composed of an aggregate brick
with visible inclusions of mortar and charcoal. The mortar is dark grey in colour with layers of lime
inclusions and the pointing is wide, measuring 2mm in width. There were small fragments of bone
and shell fleck with few additional inclusions, the bone fragments were too small to identify.
SL 12 (southwest corner of carpark south of Rialto Gate) - this trench was orientated eastwest – Eastern End
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.10m
0.10 - 1m

Hardcore Concrete and bedding.
Dark brown cultivation soil infill but not as black as the SL12 with brick fleck
but little else.
Yellow sticky clay with gravelly and silty lenses within (Natural).
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1 - 2.40m

MEOIA (southwest corner of carpark south of Rialto Gate)
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.08m

Trampled surface.

0.08 -1.1m

Dark brown cultivation soil.

1.10m base

Sandy marly clay containing two aggregate brown bricks lying 0.60m below
present ground level. This represents an infill layer and made-up ground.
Yellow sticky clay with gravelly and silty lenses within (Natural).

MEOIB (southwest corner of carpark south of Rialto Gate)
Depth

Description

0.0 - 0.18m
0.18 - 1m

Concrete.
Dark brown cultivation soil, very mixed with stone but not as black as MI0A.

1 – 2.40m:

Light yellow sticky marly clay, with gravel lenses (Natural).
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Findings from test pits
The geo-technical test-pits provided information about the general ground make-up within the
proposed new children’s hospital and family accommodation area and to the north and northwest of
the site of the Auxiliary Workhouse, as shown on the revised Ordnance Survey (1876) (Fig. 15.8)
and also along the southern side. Generally, the monitoring suggests post-medieval clay infill
deposits or made-up ground to a depth of between 0.90m and 1.20m. These fills consisted of lowgrade sticky yellow and grey clays with inclusions of brick, mortar, charcoal and bone, which were
used to infill the ground. The Auxiliary Workhouse complex was originally far larger in size and, as a
result, there are likely to be wall foundations surviving where buildings originally stood, although these
were not exposed in the examined test-trenches.
Along the southern end (in the car-park) the results of the pits suggested an area under cultivation in
the 19th century and probably open-plan after this, as there are several mature trees in this location.
The investigations also indicate a certain amount of infilling with clay in this location along with some
very truncated remains of brick build.

Figure 15.15 Location of Borehole Trenches
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Borehole trenches
Prior to the drilling of boreholes (Fig. 15.15) in connection with geotechnical sampling, a series of
trenches were dug across the site to a depth of 1.2m, between the 11th and 24th of May 2015. Seven
trenches (MW01 to MW05, FS01/15, and FS02/15) were dug, measuring between 1.2 - 2.4m in
length, and 0.35 -0.7m width. The findings of these trenches are outlined below.
The slot trench for monitoring borehole MW01 was dug within a tarmacked carpark in the southwest
corner of the St. James’s Hospital grounds (Plate 15.12). The carpark is adjacent to Hospital 7.

Borehole
Trench
MW01

Dimensions: 1.9m east/west, 0.6m north/south,
1.2m depth.

Depth
0.0 -0.12m
0.12 -0.6m

0.6 – 0.8m

Description
804 Hardcore.
A heavily disturbed mottled brown and occasionally
purple/black silty clay. Fill includes large limestone
blocks, mortar, brick (red and yellow), animal bone,
and small stones >15%. Modern debris, 20th century
tiles, and pen casing also noted.
Red brick (partially crushed) and mortar layer.

0.8 -1.2m
(base)

Sterile, plastic, light grey clay. Slight gritty texture.
Charcoal inclusions.

Position on Site:
southwest corner
(carpark)
E 713346.61 N
733344.98
Interpretation
Topsoil.
19-20th century
demolition rubble.

19-20th century
demolition rubble.
Made up ground/ Infill.

Plate 15.12 South facing section MW01
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The slot trench for monitoring borehole MW02 was dug within a tarmacked carpark in the southwest
corner of the St. James’s Hospital grounds next to a perimeter wall, which separates the site from
South Circular Road (Plate 15.13).
Borehole
Trench
MW02

Dimensions: 0.6m east/west, 1.5m north/south,
1.2m depth.

Depth
0.0 -0.1m
0.1 -0.4m
0.4 -0.9m

Description
Tarmac.
804 hardcore.
A dark mottled fill, modern and 19th century
inclusions, includes, mortar, brick (red and yellow),
animal bone, and small stones >15%. Modern debris,
20th century tiles, and pen casing also noted.
A yellow grey sticky plastic sterile clay.

0.9 – 1.2m
(base)

Position on Site:
southwest corner
(carpark)
E 713266.62 N
733350.17
Interpretation
Topsoil.
Modern made ground.
19-20th century demolition
rubble.

Natural layer.
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Plate 15.13 South facing section MW02

The slot trench for monitoring borehole MW03 was dug within a tarmacked carpark serving the
Private Clinic situated to the east of the St. James’s Hospital grounds, near the Rialto entrance.
Borehole
Trench MW03

Dimensions: 1.4m east/west, 0.4m north/south,
1.2m depth.

Depth
0.0 - 0.15m
0.15 - 1.2m

Description
Tarmac.
Made ground fill, a brown grey, gravelly silty clay.
Modern debris.

Position on Site: north
of centre
E
713233.30
N
733525.10
Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Made
ground
within
Private Clinic carpark.

The slot trench for monitoring borehole MW04 was dug within a tarmacked carpark serving the
Ambulance Centre situated north of the centre of the St. James’s Hospital grounds.
Borehole
Trench MW04

Dimensions: 1.2m east/west, 0.4m north/south,
1m depth.

Depth
0.0 0.15m
0.15 –1m

Description
Tarmac.
A dark mottled fill, modern debris, industrial plastic
noted at base. This is an area of made ground, a
sharp drop (3-4m) is seen a few metres to the north
at the edge of the carpark.

Position on Site: north
of centre
E
713282.59
N
733622.55
Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Made
ground
for
construction
of
Ambulance carpark.

The slot trench for monitoring borehole MW05 was situated in the northwest corner of the existing
hospital, within the carpark of a disused energy centre, a gated area which faces onto the Old
Kilmainham Road (Plate 15.14).
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Borehole
Trench MW05

Dimensions: 1.1m east/west, 0.33m
north/south, 1.2m depth.

Depth
0.0 -0.42m
0.42 -1.2m
(base)

Description
Tarmac (thick layer).
A light brown compact clay. A sterile deposit with
>10% stone, generally flat and angular (no bigger
than 10 x 6 x 2cm).

Position on Site:
southwest corner
(carpark)
E 713218.07 N
733664.96
Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Made ground /
Very compact infill.

Plate 15.14 South facing section MW05
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The slot trench for abstraction borehole FS01/15 was dug amongst the overgrowth of an undeveloped
area with St. James’s Hospital grounds (Plate 15.15). The site measures approx. 30m east/west by
90m north/south. Set within a steeply graded terrain, the ground raises sharply from the Old
Kilmainham Road southward to the St James’ laundry.

Borehole
Trench
FS01/15

Dimensions: 2.4m east/west, 1.1m
north/south, 1.15m depth

Depth
0.0 -0.08m
0.08 -1.1m

Description
Sod and topsoil.
A loose friable light brown clay, large limestone
blocks, modern metal pieces, and red brick noted.
A heavily disturbed layer.
A yellow grey sticky boulder clay.

1.1 -1.15m
(base)

Position on Site:
northwest corner
E 713285.47 N
733664.42
Interpretation
Topsoil.
19-20th century demolition
rubble.
Natural layer.
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Plate 15.15 North facing section of trench dug for FS01/15

The slot trench for abstraction borehole FS02/15 was dug within a carpark in the southwest corner
of St. James’s Hospital grounds next to a perimeter wall, which separates the site from South Circular
Road.

Borehole
Trench
FS02/15
Depth
0.0 -0.15m
0.15 -1.35m

1.35-1.4m
(base)

Dimensions: 2.3m north/south, 0.7m
east/west, 1.4m depth

Position on Site:
southwest corner (carpark)

Description
804 Hardcore.
A loamy dark clay, Disturbed made ground
layer, patches of redeposit debris, with broken
slabs, piping, and red brick noted.

Interpretation
Modern made ground.
19-20th century made ground
layer.

A yellow grey sticky boulder clay.

Natural layer.

Plate 15.16 East facing section FS02/15
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15.1.1.11
Investigations within the Children’s Research and Innovation Centre at
St. James’s Hospital
The area proposed for the Children’s Research and Innovation Centre was archaeologically
investigated under License number 15E0063, the site fronts onto James’s Street at the main hospital
entrance and lies a short distance to the north-west of the site of the original Poorhouse built in the
early 18th century. A section of the basement or cellar of this historic building was found during a
previous archaeological assessment in 2000 and the entire basement was subsequently excavated
and incorporated into the new modern build (The Trinity Centre for Health Services) (Simpson 1999,
Excavations 2000, 267; and Walsh, Excavations 2001, 402).
As part of these works a large excavation was also carried out north of the Poorhouse and directly
east of Trinity site (between 2000 and 2001). This work revealed truncated medieval deposits in situ,
sealed by cultivation soils, dating from the late 13th to the 16th century. A substantial stone roadway,
dating to the early 17th century, was located as part of these works and the projected route suggests
that it is likely to have extended through the footprint of Research and Innovation Centre site (Fig
15.16). However test excavation of the site did not reveal evidence for this possible roadway.

Fig. 15.16 Location of test trenches at the Children’s Research and
Innovation Centre

15-38

This proposed area for redevelopment is currently a staff car-park and lies immediately west of The
Trinity Centre for Health Services. The site is dominated by the retained façade of a 19th-century
building at the northern end and it is bounded by a limestone boundary wall on the west and the
Haughton Institute, a mid-19th century range, orientated north-south, at the southwest side. The
cartographic sources indicate the presence of a second large square building, which was originally
located on the eastern side of the Façade building.
The site has standing remains of previous structures, most notably the retained façade already
mentioned. This is a large three-story limestone building, which has modern windows inserted at the
upper levels. It abuts a second building on the north which is concrete-rendered and appears to be
modern in date but which may contain elements of the street frontage buildings in this location
constructed sometime after 1838. The Façade building is flanked on the east by the remains of a
modern brick structure retained as part of the boundary wall. On the western side of the Façade
building stands a high limestone wall forming the northern boundary, which may contain earlier
elements of previous boundary walls. The western boundary is also formed by a conglomeration of
limestone builds from earlier structures.
The site originally did not form part of the Poorhouse complex, as demonstrated on Brooking’s map
of 1728 (Fig. 15.3), which shows the first Poorhouse set back from the main road and the site as
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open ground at this time. By the time of Rocque, however, in 1756, the site lay within part of the forecourt or grand entrance of the Foundling Hospital (Fig. 15.4). This fore-court was divided into three
walled sections or gardens, the westernmost one of which is the area under discussion. While no
buildings are depicted within the garden itself at this time, a range of buildings are in position along
the western side of the site, dating to the mid-18th century.
The site has still not been built on by 1818 (Fig. 15.5) but by the time of the Ordnance Survey (1843)
the site has been significantly developed (Fig. 15.6). The street frontage along the eastern side had
also been developed and the Façade building was constructed (with a projecting porch entrance at
either end). The northern end of the Haughton Institute, the block on the western end which projects
into the south-west corner of the site, was also constructed by this date.
The area was comprehensively test excavated with nine test trenches opened up for archaeological
purposes (Fig. 15.16). The results of these test trenches are presented below.

Trench 1
Trench 1 was located in the northeast corner of the site, close to the northern boundary. It measured
4m north-south by 0.50m in width by 1.30m in depth.
Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Centre Trench 1
Depth
0.0 - 0.08m
0.08 - 0.5m
0.5 -1.3m

Dimensions: 4m north/south, 0.5m
east/west, 1.3m depth.

Position on Site: close to
northern boundary

Description
Tarmac.
Hardcore.
Dumped concrete infill, wires, cable and other
modern building.

Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Modern made ground.
Modern made ground.

At 1.30m a very deep deposit of concrete was found which could not be removed. Excavation was
halted.

Trench 2
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This trench lies 2.90m to the south of northern boundary of the site and is orientated north/south. It
measured 4m north/south by 0.50m in width by 2m in depth.
Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Centre Trench 2
Depth
0.0 - 0.08m
0.08 - 0.2m
0.2m (south end)

0.20m - 1.10m
0.20m - 1.20m
1.20m - 1.60m

1.60m - 2m

Dimensions: 4m north/south, 0.5m
east/west, 2m depth.

Position on Site: south of
northern boundary

Description
Tarmac.
Hardcore.
A concrete surface, falling from south to north
and lying 0.60m below present ground level
at the northern end.
Layers of concrete and stone- very hard and
compact.
Layers of concrete and stone (construction
debris).
Layers of yellow silty clay with large lumps of
charcoal, along with brick fleck and lenses of
mortar. A fragment red earthenware pottery
was also recovered.

Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Modern made ground.
Modern surface.

Yellow sticky clay, similar to the above, with
rounded cobbles 0.18m in diameter (Natural).

Natural.

Modern debris.
Construction debris.
Historic layer.

Trench 3
Trench 3 was located in the southeast corner of the site, 6.50m west of The Trinity Centre for Health
Services. It was orientated east/west and measured 4m long by 0.50m in width by 1.80m in depth
(Pl. 15.17).
Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Centre Trench 3
Depth
0.0 - 0.05m
0.05 - 0.3m
0.3 – 0.4m

Dimensions: 4m east/west, 0.5m
north/south, 1.8m depth.

Position on Site:
southeast corner of the
site
Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Modern made ground.
Mortar layer.

1.60 - 1.80m

Description
Tarmac.
Concrete surface.
Layer of light pink mortar with distinctive
charcoal fleck.
Mixed dark brown fill with brick fragments, red
earthenware, animal bone, mortar lenses,
charcoal and some shell (cockle). It also
includes occasional limestone 0.10m in
diameter.
Yellow/orange friable clay, which is not as
sticky or marly as Trench 2 but contains
charcoal and brick fleck.
Yellow/orange friable clay with no inclusions.

1.80m

Yellow sticky clay with rounded cobbles.

Natural.

0.40 - 0.70m

0.70 - 1.60m

18/19th century layer.

Historic layer.

Natural (possibly)

Note: there was some sort of demolished build in the northern side of the trench, composed of
limestone and brick and located 1.80m west of the eastern end of the trench. This build was heavily
mortared with hard dark grey mortar containing charcoal and bright red-brick fragments. The remains
measured 0.40m east-west by 0.30m in height, the top lying 0.30m below present ground level. This
might represent the foundations of a wall, which extended out from the south-east corner of the
Façade building, perhaps the building constructed the east of the Façade building.
15-40

Plate 15.17, Trench 3 from the South-East
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Trench 4
Trench 4 was located 4m west of Trench 2 and was diagonal, orientated northeast-southwest. It
measured 4m long by 0.50m in width by 1.80m in depth and was positioned across the projected line
of the roadway found during the previous excavations to the east (Walsh 2001).

Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Centre Trench 4
Depth
0.0 -0.10m
0.10 -0.2m
0.2 –0.4m
0.40 - 0.60m
0.60 - 1.50m

1.50 - 1.80m

1.80m (base)

Dimensions: 4m northeast-southwest,
0.5m width, 1.8m depth

Position on Site: south of
northern boundary

Description
Concrete.
Infill (804).
Dark brown clay infill with mortar and brick
fleck.
Dark brown silty fill, sticky with bone fleck but
very mixed.
Sticky marl-like clay but with inclusions of
stone. There was no indication of the roadway
found further east.
Heavy sticky marl-like clay containing shell
fleck and containing no other inclusions. This
may be medieval in date but is very low-grade
(Pl. 15.18).
Natural.

Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Modern infill.
Infill.
18/19th century layer.
Historic layer.

Medieval (possibly)

Natural.

Plate 15.18 Sticky clay, Trench 4
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Foundations of the east wall of the façade building
The foundation of the east wall of the Façade building at the northern end of the site was exposed at
0.60m below present ground level. This measured approximately 0.70m in width by 0.40m in depth
and was composed of limestone blocks, roughly hewn, measuring 0.30m by 0.30m, and bonded with
a white mortar.

Man-hole chamber
At the eastern end of the trench some sort of concrete chamber was exposed, surrounded by a dump
of dark yellow modern brick and lying 0.25m below present ground level. On investigation this was
some sort of man-hole with an iron pipe, running north/south, and exiting out of the chamber on the
western side.

Trench 5
This trench was located within the footprint of the Façade building, in the northwest corner. It
measured 4m in length by 0.50m in width by 2.40m in depth (Pl. 15.19). It was positioned across the
supposed line of the roadway found during the previous excavations (Walsh 2001).

Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Centre Trench 5
Depth
0.0 -0.10m
0.10 -0.3m
0.3 –0.6m

Dimensions: 4m northeast/southwest,
0.5m width, 2.4m depth.

Position on Site:
northwest corner of site

Description
Concrete/ hardcore.
Loose mortar fill.
Mixed dark brown clay with stones.

Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Made ground fill.
Infill.

0.60 – 2.10m

Dark brown friable clay, not as sticky as in
Trench 2 but containing charcoal fleck, stone
and bone. This has very few inclusions and is
a low grade archaeological soil. This also
contained gravel fragments as above but no
clear indication of the roadway found further
east.
As above but containing charcoal and shell
fleck (and no brick). This may be a low-grade
medieval deposit.
Very friable yellow clay (Natural).

17/18th
century
(possibly)

2.10 – 2.40m

2.40m (base)

layer

Medieval (possible)

Natural.

Plate 15.19 West Section of Trench 5
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Mortar layer
There was a distinctive mortar layer at the northern end of trench 5, at 1.50m below present ground
level. This was very thin and only measured 50mm in depth.

Trench 6
This trench was located just outside the northeast corner of the Façade building, 9.60m west of
Trench 1. It was orientated north-south and measured 4m long by 0.50m wide by 1.30m in depth.
Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Centre Trench 6
Depth
0.0- 0.65m
0.65 - 1.30m
1.30m

Dimensions: 4m northeast/southwest,
0.5m width, 1.3m depth.

Position on Site:
northeast corner of the
Façade building

Description
Concrete/ hardcore.
Massive dump of concrete.
Excavation halted.

Interpretation
Made ground.
Modern debris.
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Trench 7
This trench was located in the southwest corner of the site and was orientated east/west. It measured
4m long by 0.50m in width by 1.90m in depth.
Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Centre Trench 7
Depth
0.0- 0.1m
0.1 - 1m

Dimensions: 4m northeast/ southwest,
0.5m width, 1.9m depth.

Position on Site:
southwest corner of site

Description
Concrete/ hardcore.
Very mixed black gritty fill comprised of brick,
pipes and mortar (modern).

Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Modern debris.

West foundation of Façade building
At the east end the west wall foundation of the Façade building was found composed of large
limestone blocks. This lay approximately 1m below present ground level and measured 0.60m in
width by 0.80m in depth. It was composed of large roughly-hewn limestone blocks, measuring 0.20m
by 0.40m, and mortared with a light grey gritty lime mortar (Pl. 15.20).
Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Trench 7 (Central
Area)
Depth
0.0 - 0.1m
0.1 - 1m

1 - 1.10m

Dimensions: 4m northeast/ southwest,
0.5m width, 1.9m depth.

Position on Site:
southwest corner of site

Description
Concrete/ hardcore.
Large limestone block and mortar. Very loose
and most likely to be demolition material from
the Façade building.
Dark brown mixed organic layer, domestic
refuse.

Interpretation
Carpark surface.
Modern debris.

Historic layer.

1.10 - 1.90m

Sticky yellow clay, stiff with no visible Infill.
inclusions (but likely to be infill).
1.90m:
Natural.
Natural.
Note: At the western end, services were found lying at 0.45m below present ground level.

Plate 15.20 Trench 7 west wall of façade building
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Trench 8
This trench was located in the southwest corner of the site and was orientated east/ west. It measured
4m long by 0.50m in width by 2.40m in depth and was positioned 8m east of the western boundary.
Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Centre Trench 8
Depth
0.0 - 0.1m
0.1 - 0.3m
0.3 - 1.60m
1.60 – 2.40m
2.40m (base)

Dimensions: 4m northeast/ southwest,
0.5m width, 2.4m depth.

Position on Site:
southwest corner of site

Description
Concrete/ hardcore.
Very mixed grey clay and fill layer, with loose
cobbles and loose brick.
Very compact layers, of lime, mortar and brick
dust.
Yellow and orange boulder clay with shell fleck.
This is likely to be a low-grade medieval soil.
Natural.

Interpretation
Carpark surface.
19/20th century debris.
Lime and mortar layer.
Medieval.
Natural.

The stone foundation of a wall, orientated north/south, was exposed in the eastern end of the trench,
at 1.10m below present ground level (Pl. 15.21). This foundation was 0.60m in depth by 0.70m in
width and was composed of roughly hewn limestone blocks, which could not be examined. This is
likely to relate to the western extension onto the Façade building, which is documented
cartographically in 1906-9 (Fig. 15.9).
A pit was noted above the wall foundation which measured 0.80m in width by 1m in depth, the western
end projecting out over the western wall edge by 0.30m. This pit was filled with loose light grey clay
fill and may represent a trench created when the upper courses of the wall were removed.

Plate 15.21 Trench 8, wall foundation
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Trench 9
This trench was located in the northwest corner of the site and was orientated east/ west. It measured
3m long by 0.50m in width by 1.20m in depth and was excavated up against the western boundary
wall.
Children’s
Research &
Innovation
Centre Trench 9
Depth
0.0 - 0.1m
0.1 – 1.2m

1.20m: excavation
halted

Dimensions: 3m east/ west, 0.5m width,
1.2m depth.

Position on Site:
northwest corner of site

Description
Tarmac.
Purple cinder deposit, a cellar fill containing
charcoal, ash, and brick fragments. It was filled
with fragments of white delft including tea-cups
and saucers.
Limestone flagged floor.

Interpretation
Carpark surface.
19/20th century debris.

Flagged cellar surface.
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The cellar fill was contained by what appeared to be a wall at the eastern end of the trench (orientated
north-south), the top of which lies 0.80m below present ground level. A second wall was identified
running east-west along the northern side. On removal of the cellar fill a limestone floor was identified
composed of large slabs. This suggests the presence of either a very truncated cellar (1.20m in
depth) or a latrine which may date to the late 18th century/early 19th century although the fill was later.
Excavation was halted at this point to prevent damage to the cellar, which had been damaged
previously by a trench in this location. This feature must have been related to one of the buildings
depicted cartographically to the west of the Façade building.

15.1.1.12
Findings of archaeological testing at the Research and Innovation
Centre at St. James’s Hospital
The archaeological investigations established that a significant amount of demolition debris, from The
Trinity Centre for Health Services to the east, was dumped in the northeast corner of the site and this
includes deep deposits of general building debris. This area was evidently very disturbed during the
construction of the adjoining new build to a depth of at least 1.20m.
The rest of the area does have a structural post-medieval horizon that extends across the site and
this is dominated by the foundations of the retained Façade 19th century building, positioned in the
middle of the site (north of the Haughton Institute). The east and west foundation walls of this building
were located and these are substantial remains, generally surviving to approximately 1m below
present ground level and extending to approximately 0.60m in depth. Testing also located another
stone wall (Trench 8, Pl. 15.21), which is likely to relate to the extension on the Façade building on
the western side built between 1876 and 1906-9.
The large building depicted cartographically in 1876 (Fig. 15.8) and constructed on the eastern side
of the Façade building was also represented by the wall foundation found in Trench 3 and the rest of
the footprint is likely to survive also. Alternatively, this wall may be related the east-west boundary
wall, which extended out from the southeast corner of the Façade building and is also depicted on
cartographic sources.
The assessment also located the remains of some sort of a small cellar or latrine filled with domestic
refuse in the north-west corner of the site, in an area that was also disturbed in the relatively recent
past (Fig. 15.17). This cellar is likely to have been associated with the range of buildings that are
depicted on the first 6-inch Ordnance Survey in 1838-47 (Fig. 15.7).

Figure 15.17 Location of newly revealed walls and possible cellar

15-45

There was no testing carried out along the street frontage which may contain stone remains
associated with the Poor House/Foundling Hospital complex most notably the remains of the
boundary wall known to have enclosed the first early 18th century Poor House. The Façade building
is constructed up against another east/west build which fronts directly onto the street. This building
is concrete rendered and looks modern but may contain earlier masonry from buildings that fronted
directly onto the street (post 1838). The high limestone wall that runs along the northern boundary of
the western side may also contain elements of an earlier wall as may the western limestone boundary
wall.
The post-medieval buildings are cut into a deep deposit of sticky yellow marly clay, which looks like
a natural deposit but contains flecks of brick, charcoal and mortar. This clay is low-grade 19th -century
post-medieval archaeological soil measuring between 0.60m and 1.20m in depth, which may have
been used to infill and build up the ground level as elsewhere in the hospital complex (Fig. 15.18).
The assessment also identified a band of clay in Trenches 4, 5, and 8, which measured between
0.20m and 0.30m in depth. This heavy sticky clay contained charcoal and shell fleck but no brick
suggesting it may date to the medieval period. While this would correlate with the deposits found to
the east during the previous excavations to the east by Walsh in 2001, the deposits are different in
type, composed of sticky clay as opposed to friable green garden soil.

Figure 15.18 Depth of Clays

15-46

15.1.1.13

Davitt Road Site - General

The site lies within the townland of Goldenbridge South, in the parish of St James and the barony of
Uppercross and Municipal Borough of Dublin.
There are no recorded archaeological monuments within or in the immediate environs of the
proposed site compound (Figure 15.19). In the wider study area, there are seven recorded
archaeological sites / monuments (RMP) within c. 1km of the proposed development site, located in
two distinct clusters: a bridge (DU018-034), watermill and castle in Drimnagh / Bluebell to the
southwest (DU018-035, -036); and a 16th / 17th century house, a Viking burial ground, a bridge and
a prison in the Inchicore / Kilmainham area to the northwest / north (DU018-029, -020272, -02089, 125). Details of these sites are contained in Appendix 15.3.
One of these sites, Kilmainham Gaol (RMP DU018-125) is also designated a National Monument
(No. 675). The monument is located c. 925m north of the proposed compound site and will not be
affected by the proposed development.
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Figure 15.19 RMP map showing proposed Davitt Road Site (in red)
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There are no known archaeological sites or finds from the topographical files of the National Museum
recorded within the townland of Goldenbridge South or within the neighbouring Goldenbridge North
townland, which is located immediately north of the proposed site. In the neighbouring townland of
Drimnagh, there is a record of a Neolithic burial containing a pottery bowl, food vessel, cinerary urn
and skeletal remains (NMI Reg. No. 5.10.38). One of the bowls was round bottomed and richly
decorated, while the food vessel contained a secondary cremation and displayed a lozenge pattern
in the form of whipped cord decoration. The remains were found within a burial mound in 1939, the
precise location of which is unknown. In the wider environs, a considerable number of stray finds of
Viking origin have been recovered from the River Liffey and in the vicinity of Kilmainham and
Islandbridge. These are discussed in the context of the historical background below.

Prehistory
There is little evidence for prehistoric activity in the environs of either James’ Street Hospital or Davitt
Road. An individual burial of Neolithic date found within a burial mound in the vicinity of Drimnagh,
though the precise location is unknown (NMI Reg. No. 5.10.38) was revealed. Research of the
topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI) yielded no other information relating to
any stray finds, prehistoric in date located in the vicinity of Goldenbridge South or the immediate
surrounding townlands or James’ Street Hospital and there are no recorded sites or monuments of
prehistoric date in either study area.

Viking Period
Up to ninety Viking Age burials have been discovered in the area between the rivers Liffey and
Cammock (Clarke 2002, 3) and numerous stray finds of Viking origin have been recovered from the
River Liffey, its south bank and the vicinity of Inchicore / Kilmainham / Islandbridge. This area is
thought to represent an early Viking burial ground (DU018-020072) of 9th century date, extending
eastwards from the Memorial Park as far west as Heuston Station and possibly as far south as Bully’s
Acre (i.e. Inchicore Road) in Kilmainham (c. 780m north of the proposed construction compound at
Davitt Road).

Davitt Road Historical Background
The proposed construction compound and its surrounds fall within the lands of the medieval manor
of Drimnagh. In 1215, Drimnagh and the lands surrounding it came into the possession of the great
Anglo-Norman family of Barnewall, who had arrived in Ireland with Strongbow in 1167, by a grant
from King John. Drimnagh Castle (DU018-036, c. 1km southwest) remained one of the principal seats
of the Barnewall family for many centuries. Its foundation in 1216 was a strategic one, which formed
part of the attempts to defend the western approaches to the city from the O’Toole’s and O’Byrne
families. According to the historian Joyce, Drimnagh Castle stood ‘in a picturesque position at the
head of the winding Lansdowne Valley, through which the Camac River threads its devious course,
the castle commands an unbroken view of the mountains and of the fertile country extending to their
bases’.
By the 15th century Drimnagh castle was then one of the principal castles in the metropolitan county.
The remains of the parish church of Drimnagh (DU018-033, just over 1km west / southwest of the
proposed development site) lie on the opposite side of the Naas road to the castle and are now
enclosed in a large graveyard. The church was a small oratory of late date. Nothing is known of the
history of the church, but it appears to have been in use as a small oratory in 1547, at the time of the
dissolution of St Patrick's Cathedral (Ball 1906).
A mill and mill race were accounted among the possessions of the castle in the 15th century (Ball
1906) and the civil survey (1654) states ‘there stands at Drimnagh a mill, the ruins of an old chapel,
and an old castle made habitable’. The site of a watermill (DU018-035, c.800m southwest of the
proposed development site) is recorded to the north of Drimnagh castle in Lansdowne Valley; it was
the location of a mill from at least the 18th century onwards and probably marks the location of the
medieval mill. The low elevation of the site and the steep gradient of the valley on either side made
it a perfect site for the powering of water mills, with millraces running off the Camac River.

Post-Medieval Period
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The post-medieval period saw this area become increasingly developed and industrialised, with
milling along the River Camac and the canal being of particular importance. The village of Inchicore,
on the north side of the Grand Canal, and the Goldenbridge area retained a rural character until fairly
recent times, with scant mention in 17th century documents and records; the Civil Survey of 1654
records at Inchicore only ‘the ruins of a brick house’. Although the area has medieval origins – being
relatively close to the important manorial centre at Drimnagh castle – it was the industries of the 18th
and 19th centuries and the transportation networks of the same period that formed the boundaries in
which the village of Inchicore and the Goldenbridge area developed.
During the 17th century, development of the textile industry intensified along the Camac River, where
it was characterised by industrial archaeological features such as water mills, water wheels, weirs.
The Camac or Cammock River runs through Inchicore down by Kilmainham and flows into the Liffey
at Heuston Station, although the majority has now been diverted underground. In the 16th century
there was a cloth-fulling mill, later owned by Richard Rawson, and by the 18th century local mills
were producing such useful products as paper, flour and pearl barley. The paper mill to the northwest
of the proposed development site was later to become a large saw mill owned by the Brassington
family. The site was sold in the 1960s and is now an industrial estate (Bennett 1991).

Kilmainham Gaol
Kilmainham Gaol, built in 1796, is one of the largest unoccupied gaols in Europe and is a designated
National Monument (No. 675; RMP DU018-125). Its history covers some of the most heroic and tragic
events in Ireland's emergence as a modern nation from 1780s to the 1920s, including being the site
where the leaders of the Easter Rising were executed in 1916.

Richmond Barracks
The Richmond Infantry Barracks were constructed at the beginning of the 19th century (c.1801-10),
with the first British soldiers deployed there in 1814. The barracks were described by Lewis in 1837
as consisting of ‘two fronts with extensive courts open to the north and south; these are connected
by a row of light and elegant houses, 300 yards in length. On the east and west fronts are two
spacious areas, and in the centre a communication through a large portal surmounted by a cupola
and spire. They occupy 14 Irish acres, and afford accommodation for 76 officers and 1600 privates;
there is also stabling for 25 horses, and a hospital for 100 patients’. Only some of the buildings now
survive, as much of the site was demolished to make way for St Michael’s Estate in the 20th century.
The present Roman Catholic St Michael’s Church was originally constructed in 1845 as a (protestant)
garrison church for the barracks; it was used as a school in the early 20th century when the barracks
was decommissioned in 1926. The barracks are also significant for their connection with the Easter
Rising in 1916 (see previous section Battlefield of the South Dublin Union), when prisoners were
taken there for processing after the surrender of the insurgents. It was designated by the British as
the holding centre for over 3,000 suspected rebels, until they were released or sent to prison camps
in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The signatories of the Proclamation (with the exception of

EIS National Paediatric Hospital Project – Chapter 15: Archaeological Heritage

James Connolly) and other leaders were also interned, court-martialled and sentenced to death in
the barracks before they were sent to Kilmainham Gaol for execution.

Grand Canal & Railway
The construction of the Grand Canal in 1756 defined the southern limits of this industrial suburb. The
Grand Canal dates from the mid-18th century and formed a crucial role in the industrial development
of the rural landscape of the county. The canal began construction in 1756 following the passing of
an Act in 1715 that proposed a link between Dublin and the Rivers Shannon and Barrow. However it
was not until 1755, when the engineer Thomas Omer was appointed to the project that construction
finally began. The initial twelve mile stretch began at Clondalkin and was completed in 1773. The
building of the canal caused a major change to the landscape - the canals required locks, lock
keeper’s houses, curved quays and bridges built at intervals along their length. The construction of
the canal also precipitated the construction of additional associated industrial structures such as flour
mills, water mills, mill races and warehouses, which took advantage of the direct link with Dublin and
the midlands.
The advent of the canals coincided with a period of unprecedented prosperity from the mid-18th
century, which was felt particularly in eastern side of the country. Population growth, increased
income from rentals, an upsurge in economic activity, and better prices for the agricultural sector all
contributed to this new wealth. The whole area around Goldenbridge greatly expanded with the
opening of Richmond Barracks and the arrival of the railway in the mid-19th century.
By 1854 most of the main railway routes had been established and the introduction of the railways
brought about a decline in traffic on the canals, with the last boats withdrawn in 1959-60 (Bennett,
1991).
Inchicore Railway Works, c.500m to the northwest of the Davitt Road compound, is the headquarters
for mechanical engineering and rolling stock maintenance for Irish Rail. Established in 1844, it is the
largest engineering complex of its kind in Ireland with a site area of 73 acres (295,000 m²) and it had
a significant impact on the growth of the area. The Works included not only the industrial infrastructure
for the railways, but also houses for the workers and a national school for their children.

Brickworks and residential development in the 20th century
The brickworks was probably the biggest employer in the area at the turn of the 20th century,
manufacturing the ‘Dolphin's Barn brick’. There are two brickworks depicted on the revised edition
OS 25-inch map (1863-7); a smaller one c. 620m east and the larger, main site c. 930m southeast of
the proposed compound at Davitt Road. The entrance to the main brickworks was situated on
Herberton Lane and the site extended across the present Galtymore and Mourne road area as far as
the 1st lock and Suir Road Bridge. Brickfield Park and Sundrive Park were created when the site was
filled in along with the quarry on Sundrive Road.
From the 1920's onwards the area on the south side of the canal began to see an increase in
settlement and during the mid to late 1930s Dublin Corporation undertook a massive housing
programme in what was then called the ‘North Crumlin Area’ of Dublin. This programme was
undertaken in order to alleviate the overcrowding and bad housing conditions which then existed in
Dublin's Inner City. Drimnagh, along with parts of Inchicore and Ballyfermot, saw an explosion of
development during this period, which included the area immediately surrounding Davitt Road on the
south side of the canal. Although the fields within the proposed compound area remained empty, by
the late 1930s the site itself was enclosed by the dense residential and industrial developments of
Inchicore, Kilmainham, Drimnagh and Crumlin. In spite of the density of the housing developments,
there were some green spaces left as small parks within the new estates. It is possible that the
proposed compound site was originally left as an open space until it was developed as an industrial
site in the second half of the 20th century.

15.1.1.14

Cartographic Sources – Davitt Road Compound

Down Survey map of the Barony of Newcastle and Uppercross and map of the parish
of Kilmainham, c.1656 (Figures 15.20a & b)
The earliest cartographic sources for the proposed compound area are the maps produced to
accompany the mid-17th century Civil Survey (Figure 20a & b); both the baronial and the more
detailed parish maps survive for this area. Inchicore is indicated as the area just south of the River
Liffey, with the village of Kilmainham (‘Killmainham Towne’) shown straddling the River Camac.
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Figure 15.20a Down Survey map of the Barony of Newcastle and Uppercross

The Civil Survey of 1654 records ‘at Inchicore the ruins of a brick house’ which may be the recorded
16th / 17th century house located in Inchicore North townland (DU018-029). The bridge depicted at
Kilmainham is most likely Golden Bridge crossing the Camac River.
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Various mill structures are also depicted along the banks of the Camac, including a large mill to the
northwest of Golden Bridge. Drimnagh Castle (DU018-036), a bridge (DU018-034) and a mill
(DU018-035) are depicted further southwest on the banks of the River Camac. The parish map
names the two principal routeways that diverge from the road leading west out of the city: the road
‘to Lucan from Dublin’ continues westwards; and the ‘highway to Fox and Geese’ runs roughly parallel
with the course of the River Camac, along its north western side (the present Naas Road).

Figure 15.20b Down Survey map of the Parish of Kilmainham
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John Rocque’s Map of the City of Dublin 1756 and Map of the County of Dublin 1760
(Figure 15.21a & b)
John Rocque produced two maps of Dublin, one in 1756 for Dublin City and another four years later
for Dublin County. The study area is depicted on both editions. The 1756 map shows the proposed
development site as a rural area with no features of interest indicated. The open fields lie to the east
of the River Camac (‘Camock’), with Goldenbridge annotated to the northwest, carrying the ‘Road
from Inchicore’ over the river (Figure 15.21a).
The most striking change over the four years is the construction of the Grand Canal, which runs along
the northern boundary of the proposed development site. Rocque’s 1760 (Fig. 15.21b) map shows
the canal, named as the ‘New Canal’, though the agricultural nature of the lands to the south of the
canal remain unchanged.

Figure 15.21a Rocque’s Map of the City of Dublin (1756)
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Figure 15.21b Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin (1760)

John Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin, 1816 (not shown)
There is little of note relevant to the proposed compound area recorded on Taylor’s map. The
approximate location of the proposed construction compound is situated within the ‘Lands of Golden
Bridge and Crumlin’ and with the exception of a kiln on the banks of the canal to the west of the site,
there are no other features marked in its vicinity. Various other kilns and mills, as well as mill-races,
are indicated both along the canal and along the River Camac. Richmond Barracks, constructed at
the start of the 19th century, is shown on the north side of the canal.

Ordnance Survey (OS) first edition six-inch map 1843 & revised edition 25-inch map
1863-7 & six-inch maps 1907-9 & 1935-8 (Figures 15.22-15.24)
The first edition six-inch OS map (Fig. 15.22) shows the proposed compound located within an area
of relatively open agricultural land on the south bank of the Grand Canal, which offers direct contrast
to the development depicted on the north side of the canal, between the canal and the River Camac
(and the southwest road from Dublin that runs parallel to it - the present Naas Road). The large
complex of Richmond Barracks – which opened in 1810 – dominates this area, with Golden Bridge
marked at its northeast corner. The settlement depicted on the west side of the barracks is named
as Goldenbridge village by Lewis (1837) and includes streets of houses, an Infant School, Meeting
House and Cemetery and R.C. chapel, a large Paper Mills and several larger houses (e.g.
Goldenbridge House and Richmond Cottage). Further evidence of the extensive milling industry in
this area can be seen in the network of mill-races and ponds, to the west of the proposed development
site on the River Camac (extending south to the mill at Drimnagh Castle) and east along the canal
(the large Mount Shannon Mills and Harcourt Mills). There is little to distinguish the proposed
development site, with only two small properties, both of which occupy plots along the canal-side.

Figure 15.22 Ordnance Survey first edition map 1843, showing proposed
development site in red
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With the exception of several small houses added in the northwest corner (one named ‘Hermitage’),
the revised edition OS maps of the 1870s and early 1900s show no significant changes in the
proposed compound or its immediate vicinity since the earlier 19th century. The most significant
change in the wider area reflects the construction of the Inchicore Railway Works in 1844, just after
the publication of the first edition OS map. There is little difference between the later 19th century
and early 20th century map revisions, both of which show the extent of new development on the north
side of the canal and the contrasting lack of development to the south. The Railway Works to the
north at Inchicore were extensive, with associated infrastructure that included a tramway depot,
housing for its workers and a national school. Its influence on the area outside of its enclosing walls
is readily apparent in the increase in general housing, religious structures, cemeteries and schools.
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Figure 15.23 Ordnance Survey revised edition map, 1907-9, showing
proposed development site in red

Figure 15.24 Ordnance Survey revised edition map, 1935-8, showing
proposed development site in red
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By the time of the 1935-8 edition OS map (Figure 15.24), however, the area had undergone a drastic
change, with extensive residential development now enclosing the proposed compound area to the
south, east and west. The site itself remained for the most part unoccupied, with the exception of the
small houses in its north western corner that were present on the earlier maps. A small area of open
land also survives along the canal bank immediately adjacent the northeast corner of the site, with a
Paint and Varnish factory at its eastern extent another testament to the increasing industrial focus of
the area.

15.1.2

Characteristics of the Proposed Development
Within the St. James’s Hospital campus, Dublin 8, it is proposed to construct as part of the integrated
National Paediatric Hospital Project:
·

a new children’s hospital, with a basement levels

·

an associated Family Accommodation Unit

·

the Children’s Research and Innovation Centre

·

public realm improvements to: the existing St James’s campus road; the linear park by the Rialto
LUAS stop; and the public steps between Mount Brown and Cameron Square

·

improvements to the junction at the existing campus entrance on St James’s Street

·

infrastructure works, including the diversion of the existing Drimnagh Sewer

·

the creation of a construction compound on the Davitt Road site

The site of the new children’s hospital is located in the western part of the overall St. James’s Hospital
complex. To the east and south east the site is bound by existing hospital buildings, by the main
internal hospital road and surface car parking. To the north/northeast the site is bound by the rear
gardens of the dwellings on O’Reilly Avenue and a row of dwellings at St. John’s Terrace which front
Mount Brown. The remainder of the northern boundary has frontage onto Mount Brown. The
remainder of the northern boundary has frontage onto Mount Brown.
The site is bound to the south west and has frontage onto the South Circular Road and Brookfield
Road, with an existing, restricted access into the site from Brookfield Road. The rear gardens of the
residential dwellings on Cameron Square bound the site to the northwest. The site is bound to the
south by the linear park that is traversed by the Luas Red line, which runs parallel to St. James’s
Walk.
The new children’s hospital will provide tertiary and quaternary care on a national basis, and in some
specialties on an all-island basis. It is located on the campus shared with St. James’s Hospital and
will provide in-patient care and all surgery.
15-54

A 53 bed family accommodation building is proposed adjacent and to the west of the new children’s
hospital and the two will be connected through a shared basement. The proposed building’s height
has been stepped to respond to the differing scales between the existing houses and the proposed
new children’s hospital. To the rear of the property a private landscaped garden is proposed.
The proposed children’s research and innovation centre, which is an integral part of the new
children’s hospital, will be co-located with the existing academic facilities on the campus at St.
James’s Hospital. It is located in the north eastern part of the overall St James’s Hospital campus,
removed from the site of the new children’s hospital. The site is located immediately west of the
Trinity Centre for Health Sciences and currently consists of a surface car park and hard standing area
associated with hospital and the retained façade of a 19th century building to the north. The site is
bound by a limestone wall to the west which separates the lands from the rear gardens o the
residential dwellings on Ceannt Fort. The Haughton Institute, a mid-19th century range, protected
structure bounds the site to the southwest, orientated in a north/south direction. Directly south of the
site is an open space, courtyard in style. The site is bound to the north and has frontage onto James’s
Street, however this boundary is currently defined by a high limestone wall.
In order for the development to take place a number of existing buildings (detailed in chapter 2) will
have to be removed. The new build programme will be accompanied by the refurbishment and
alteration to the existing hospital buildings located outside the boundary of the new children’s hospital.
It is proposed to use the Davitt Road site as a compound area required during the construction phase
for the staging and storage of building and other inert construction materials, such as pre-fabricated
panels/ systems etc. The compound will be limited to a central portion of the wider brownfield site
and will utilise the easternmost of the two existing access points off Davitt Road. The screened
compound area will be set back from the road, maintaining a wayleave along the northern portion of
the site.
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15.1.3

Potential Impact of the Proposed Development
The St. James’s Hospital campus is a significant archaeological complex, reflected in the various
excavations that have been carried out to date. In summary, these excavations have revealed the
complete footprint of the various institutions within the complex, including the basement level of the
original Poorhouse along with ancillary buildings to the south, the late church to the north of the
Poorhouse, part of the Male Infirmary and the mid-19th-century school house. Thus, where the
cartographic sources indicate the presence of buildings now demolished, it is probable that some
stone foundations will survive, along with other features, such as drains, surfaces and clays.

The new children’s hospital and Family Accommodation Unit (western part of the
existing campus)
Archaeological test trenches and the geo-technical pits located within the footprint of the new
children’s hospital were also within the environs of the former Auxiliary Workhouse, which was a very
extensive complex by the 19th century. This testing did produce evidence of a stone drain, surfaces
and a general infilling. These findings suggest that there is likely to be significant stone foundations
in this location, extending over a large area and representing the demolished complex. The general
phase of infilling was also identified in the form of low-grade archaeological soils that contained
human fragments of bone in one location. While they may have originated in the official graveyard of
the hospital, this is not certain and they may have come from a defunct graveyard although no burials
in situ were identified.

The Children’s Research and Innovation Centre (eastern part of the existing campus)
The Children’s Research and Innovation Centre site also has standing remains of previous structures,
most notably the retained façade which is centrally placed in the site. A second building abuts this
façade on the northern side and, although it looks modern, it may preserve elements of the 19th
century street frontage buildings now demolished. The Façade building is flanked by the remains of
a modern brick structure retained as part of the boundary build on the east and the northern and
western boundary are formed from old limestone walls.
The Research and Innovation Centre site was tested comprehensively and the results suggest that
there is a post-medieval structural horizon surviving across the entire site. These take the form of
stone foundations, pits and surfaces, which can be dated to the 19th century with a possible earlier
cellar (possibly 18th century in date) in the north-west corner.
The buildings are cut into re-deposited clays used to infill the ground in the 19th century, which appear
to be low-grade archaeological soils. These clays represent an attempt to infill and raise up the
ground level and can be traced right across the hospital complex. Similar infilling programmes were
carried out in Trinity College Dublin, Leinster House, the National Concert Hall and the National
Gallery (Linzi Simpson Pers. Comm.).
The northern frontage of the hospital complex lies within the Zone of Archaeological of Potential for
Dublin in what was originally a medieval streetscape. This is reflected in the fact that medieval
archaeological horizons were found close to the street frontage where a roadway was also identified.
The testing at the research and innovation site does suggest that there may be truncated medieval
clays beneath the clay infill measuring approximately 0.30m in depth. However, these are likely to be
low-grade archaeological soils.

Davitt Road Construction Compound Site
There are no recorded archaeological monuments within or in close proximity to the proposed
development site.
In the wider receiving environment, the recorded archaeological sites/ monuments include a Viking
burial ground north of Inchicore (DU018-020272), the medieval castle and mill site at Drimnagh
(DU018-035, -036) and the 18th century Kilmainham Gaol to the southwest (RMP DU018-125); none
of the RMP sites in the surrounding area lies closer than 800m to the development site. Kilmainham
Gaol is also designated a National Monument (No. 675). The monument is located c. 925m north of
the proposed site and will not be affected by the proposed development.
The extensive development on the proposed development site during its use as an industrial estate
in the later 20th century has greatly reduced the archaeological potential of the proposed development
site. It is also highly likely that if any archaeological features do survive they have experienced a
significant degree of disturbance due to the amount of development on the site to date.
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15.1.3.1 Construction Phase
Given that demolition and large scale building clearance will take place across the new children’s
hospital and family accommodation area and the area proposed for the Research and Innovation
Centre as well as deep excavation work for the entire development, there is the potential to remove
in-situ archaeological layers. There also is the potential that building foundations associated with the
auxiliary workhouse may be exposed and removed during this phase.

Davitt Road Construction Compound Site
At Davitt Road, minimal excavation work is envisaged and based on the research carried out the
potential for revealing archaeological remains, material, soils and/or features is deemed low.

15.1.3.2 Operational Phase
The operational phase is not applicable in terms of archaeological heritage as all potential heritage
issues will be addressed prior to or during the construction of the proposed development.

15.1.3.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the event of such a scenario, any subsurface features of archaeological heritage would be left insitu and lie undetected. They would not be directly impacted upon by the proposed development.

15.1.4

Ameliorative, Remedial or Reductive Measures
A programme of appropriate monitoring will be undertaken during excavation works on the new
children’s hospital site. Where necessary further test excavations will be undertaken in focused
locations, to be agreed with Dublin City Council and the National Monument Service.
In the event that significant archaeological features are discovered during this phase of work, the
National Monuments Service of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DAHG) and the
National Museum of Ireland as well as the City Archaeologist will be informed. All archaeological
issues will be resolved to the satisfaction and in consultation with the authorities, who will advise on
any remedial action it considers appropriate.
The recommendations made in this report are subject to approval of the National Monuments Service
of the DAHG and the City Archaeologist for Dublin City Council.
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Attention is drawn to the relevant portions of national monuments legislation (1930-2004; Appendix
15.1), which describes the responsibility of the site owners to report the finding of archaeological
items if any should be discovered during construction works.

15.1.4.1 Construction Phase
St. James’s Hospital Campus
Given that demolition and large scale building clearance will take place across the site of the new
children’s hospital and family accommodation area and the area proposed for the Research and
Innovation Centre as well as deep excavation work throughout the development area, there is the
potential to remove in-situ archaeological layers. There also is the potential that building foundations
associated with the auxiliary workhouse may be exposed and removed during this phase.
A programme of appropriate monitoring will be undertaken during excavation works on the new
children’s hospital site. Where necessary further test excavations will be undertaken in focused
locations, to be agreed with Dublin City Council and the National Monument Service. A programme
of archaeological test trenching and open plan excavation will have to take place on the site of the
proposed Children’s Research and Innovation Centre.
These measures will ensure that post demolition stage that if present, archaeological layers and
material will be identified, recorded and excavated, if required, in a timely manner and in accordance
to the requirements of the authorities.
Further to the archaeological excavation work there is a potential that ground works such as the
insertion of services or additional excavations for enabling works, temporary and/ or access roads
improvement of the public realm and landscaping works during the construction period may have a
direct and significant impact on any subsurface remains that survive within the proposed
redevelopment sites. In order to mitigate against this, it is proposed that a programme of
archaeological monitoring be put in place to establish the extent and nature of such deposits.
The Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and the City Archaeologist will be kept informed
throughout the pre-construction and construction phase of the project and a method statement
describing the archaeological potential in any given area, the type and sequencing of the proposed
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work and how archaeological monitoring, testing and excavation will be achieved within the
development area will be forwarded to the authorities for their approval.
All work will be carried out under archaeological licence and a report will be sent to the authorities
upon completion of the work.
With regards to the development (section 15.1.2), all excavation on site will be mitigated from an
archaeological perspective in terms of monitoring and test excavation, where appropriate.

Davitt Road Construction Compound Site
At Davitt Road, the intention is to use the existing surfacing where possible. Should grass/soil areas
be identified that require excavation in order to prepare a surface of porous tarmac, this will be
archaeologically monitored.
It is recommended that a programme of archaeological monitoring of the site clearance / ground
works be undertaken at the proposed Davitt Road.

15.1.4.2 Operational Phase
As all excavation and archaeological investigation work will be completed in advance of the
operational phase of the project there are no remedial or reductive measures necessary in terms of
archaeological heritage at the operational phase.

15.1.4.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the event of such a scenario, any subsurface features of archaeological heritage would be left insitu and lie undetected. They would not be directly impacted upon by the proposed development but
would be affected by subsequent developments.

15.1.5

Predicted Impact of Proposed Development
It is predicted that there is a high probability that previously levelled structures and soils of an
archaeological interest, with no surface expression, will be uncovered on this site after the demolition
phase and during the initial site clearance works.
A programme of appropriate monitoring will be undertaken during excavation works on the new
children’s hospital site. Where necessary further test excavations will be undertaken in focused
locations, to be agreed with Dublin City Council and the National Monument Service. A programme
of archaeological monitoring, test trenching and open plan excavation will have to take place on the
site of the proposed Children’s Research and Innovation Centre.
These measures will ensure that post demolition stage that if present, archaeological layers and
material will be identified, recorded and excavated, if required, in a timely manner and in accordance
to the requirements of the authorities.

15.1.5.1 Construction Phase
As above, based on the archaeological testing and documentary research carried out to date it is
predicted that archaeological soils, features and structures will be encountered during the
construction stage of the project and as such a programme of archaeological works has been
incorporated into the overall construction programme for the site. This work is due to take place post
the demolition of structures and at the site clearance phase.

15.1.5.2 Operational Phase
It is not predicted that any impact will arise during the operational phase of the project.

15.1.5.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the event of such a scenario, any subsurface features of archaeological heritage would be left insitu and lie undetected. They would not be directly impacted upon by the proposed development.

15.1.6

Monitoring
Archaeological monitoring will take place throughout the earthmoving and enabling works phase of
the proposed development. During the demolition of existing buildings including Hospital 7, in addition
to a conservation architect, an archaeologist will be made available to record any newly revealed
structural evidence of older buildings/elements that may be incorporated into later façades, elevations
etc. All archaeological monitoring will be carried out under licence to the authorities.

15.1.7

Reinstatement
At this stage of the process it is not envisaged that reinstatement will take place or is necessary as a
result of revealing archaeological remains on site.
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15.2

Tallaght Hospital

The proposed new children’s hospital satellite centre is located c. 750m northwest of Tallaght village, just south / southeast
of the townland boundary between Cookstown and Tallaght. It is located within the grounds of Tallaght Hospital, which
was constructed in the mid-1990s. The surrounding area is heavily developed, with the Square Shopping Centre, hotels
and apartment blocks to the south, the Cookstown industrial estate to the east and the residential areas of Belgard,
Springfield and Fettercairn extending to the north and west. The Red LUAS line runs along Cookstown Way, outside of the
hospital grounds to the west.

15.2.1

Introduction
The proposed development site at Tallaght Hospital is located within the grounds of the existing
hospital. The site is currently a mix of landscaped green area and tarmacadam internal road / car
park. The proposed satellite centre will comprise a three-storey structure connecting to the main
hospital buildings.
The proposed development site lies within Tallaght townland, close to the boundary separating
Tallaght and Cookstown townlands. None of the original townland boundaries survive in this built-up
area. No townland boundaries will be impacted by the proposed development.

15.2.2

Methodology
The assessment of the archaeological heritage potential of the proposed development areas was
based on a desk study, supported by an inspection of each site (see section 15.1.1).

15.2.3

Receiving Environment
The site lies within the townland of Tallaght, in the parish of Tallaght and the barony of Uppercross.
There are no recorded archaeological sites within or in close proximity to the proposed development
site (Figure 15.25). The closest recorded archaeological sites are clustered in Tallaght village, c.
750m to the southeast of the proposed site, and represent for the most part remains associated with
the early and later medieval ecclesiastical site. Details of these sites are contained in Appendix 15.3.
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A significant number of stray finds were provenanced from Tallaght townland and village in the
National Museum topographical files, representing human activity in the area from the prehistoric
period onwards. These include the Stowe Missal Shrine (NMI Reg. No. 1929:1315), a bronze
palstave and cup or bowl (NMI Reg. No. 1973:213 & 1973:214), portions of a pewter chalice (NMI
Reg. No. 1957:41), four copper axeheads (NMI Reg. No. 1955:24,25,26,27), a stone axehead (NMI
Reg. No. 1934:466), a group of post-medieval artefacts (NMI Reg. No. 1976:94-146) and sherds of
a cinerary urn (NMI Reg. Nos 556D, W10, WR93, 557D, W10a, WR94).

Figure 15.25 RMP map showing proposed Tallaght Hospital Site
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15.2.3.1 Prehistoric period
Tallaght is situated in the foothills of the Dublin Mountains, which have a wealth of prehistoric
monuments that include the passage tombs on Montpelier Hill and Saggart Hill, the standing stones
at Boherboy (near Saggart), and the tumuli and barrows at Crooksling, Mountseskin, Slievethoul and
Verschoyle’s Hill. The lower foothills around Tallaght itself are particularly rich in Early Bronze Age
remains and include two substantial Early Bronze Age cemeteries at Greenhills and Kiltalown
(Waddell, 1990), both of which were discovered in the 19th century and neither of which have exact
locations. The townland name, Tallaght, is derived from támh leacht meaning ‘plague burial’. This
name, said by medieval documentary sources to refer to the pseudo-historical Parthalonians, may
refer to a tradition of medieval burials or instead to the many prehistoric burials that have been found
in the vicinity (Bradley, 1998).
Although there are no archaeological sites of a prehistoric date recorded in the immediate vicinity of
the proposed development, a number of the stray finds recovered from the vicinity of Tallaght village
indicate that there has been activity in this area from at least the Neolithic period. The finds include
a polished stone axehead probably Neolithic in date (NMI Reg. No. 1934:466), as well as a range of
artefacts of Bronze Age date. These include two small hoards, the earliest of which contained four
flat copper axeheads (Lough Ravel or Knocknague type; NMI refs. 1955:24–27) discovered in a
sandpit close to the bank of the River Dodder, during clearance works. The second hoard dates to
the Middle Bronze Age and contained a bronze palstave (a type of flanged axe) and a small bronze
cup or bowl (NMI Reg. Nos 1973:213 & 1973:214) that were found in a garden of the Bancroft Estate
extension.

15.2.3.2 Early Medieval Period (c. 500 AD to 1100 AD)
There are no recorded secular sites representing the early medieval period in the vicinity of the
proposed development site. A ringfort is recorded in the wider area, however, at Belgard (DU021025) c.1.6km northwest of the proposed development. Ringforts or raths are the most common
settlement sites of this period, although they are rare in Dublin. Consisting of circular areas, defined
by banks and external ditches, the ringfort was a defended homestead that would have enclosed the
house and farm buildings of a single extended family.
Despite the scarcity of secular sites in the record, the presence of two important monastic foundations
in the area is indicative of settlement and activity at this time, with one at Tallaght (DU021-037,
c.750m to the east / southeast) and another further north at Clondalkin (DU017-041, c.3km north).
Similar to raths in morphology, monastic settlement sites were considerably larger, often up to 100m
in diameter, with a church, burial ground and internal domestic and agricultural structures and,
frequently, industrial and economic activity outside of the enclosure(s). Ecclesiastical settlement sites
were commonly founded near to rivers or at trade routes, close to existing secular settlements, so as
to more effectively integrate with and influence the local population.
The early ecclesiastical site of Tallaght (DU021-037) was one of the most prestigious centres of
religion and learning in early medieval Ireland. It was founded in AD 769 by St Máel Ruain and had
considerable estates in the vicinity (Gwynn and Hadcock, 1988). It became a possession of the
archdiocese, and, after the English invasion, was one of the Archbishop’s principal manors. When,
in 1179, St. Lorcán O’Toole was given a confirmation by the Pope of the diocesan lands, Tallaght
came close to heading the list, preceded only by Lusk, Swords, Finglas and Clondalkin.
The present remains of the monastic foundation at Tallaght include two church towers and a cross,
although the market cross appears to have been removed and re-used in the construction of a bath
house by the archbishop of Dublin in the late 18th century. There is evidence of the original curvilinear
ecclesiastical enclosure (DU021-037002) and there are also references to an archbishop’s palace
from the 14th century onwards; a tower now incorporated into the Dominican Priory was part of this
palace. Two bullaun stones in the priory garden are also remnants of the earlier Christian foundation.
The present St Mael Ruain’s church (built in 1829) incorporates the four-storey west tower of the
earlier medieval church and contains a granite basin and a simple Latin cross (DU021-037009;
Bradley and King 1989).

15.2.3.3 Medieval Period (c. 1100 AD to 17th century)
The area that now forms County Dublin south of the Liffey, including the baronies of Uppercross and
Newcastle, remained under the control of Leinster rulers until the arrival of the Anglo-Normans in the
late 12th century. Prior to that, early dynasties of the Laigin were well represented in the region. Dál
Messin Corb was originally based at Naas (Byrne, 1973) and had ecclesiastical interests in Newcastle
and Uppercross, as indeed had Uí Bairrche; lineages of both dynasties were represented at
Clondalkin, Saggart and Kilnamanagh (MacShamhráin, 1996).
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The first mention of the manor of Tallaght comes during the episcopacy of Henry de London (121328), who granted 67 acres ‘held in the manor of Tanelaughe’, which had previously been held by a
native Irishman, Padinus Okenlisse, to an Englishman called Allan de Mohand. The first proper
surviving extent of the manor of Tallaght was compiled in 1326, by which time it was already in
decline. Though the lands were assessed at a considerable rent in time of peace, it was stated that
they were worth ‘nothing in war, because close to the Irish’.
Evidence of later secular settlement in the area is represented by a tower house, a small, fortified
residence of the gentry in the 14th to 16th centuries in Belgard, owned by the Talbot family (DU021026, c. 1.5km north). The Talbots of Belgard were a cadet branch of the lords of Malahide and with
their caput at Belgard, by the end of the 15th century they became the most prominent lay landholder
in the area around Tallaght. The Talbot castle at Belgard, built on lands belonging to the See of
Dublin, stood, like Tallaght castle (DU021-037010), close to the barrier of the Pale. The area around
Tallaght suffered much from the resurgent activity of the native Irish based in the foothills of the Dublin
and Wicklow mountains, and by the 15th century, the area was on the frontiers of the Pale, subject to
hostile assault, and yielding no profit to the Crown. As a result, large areas of royal land were leased
to powerful local landholders who could by their presence maintain some level of governmental
control.

15.2.3.4 Post-Medieval Period (after c. 1700 AD)
The village of Tallaght is described by Lewis in the early 19th century as containing a dispensary and
constabulary police station, where petty sessions were held every other week. He also notes that
although it had a patent for fairs, they were not held, which might indicate that the village was less
populated or prosperous in this period. Lewis records several paper and flour-mills, as well as a
woollen mill in the parish, while the first edition OS map shows a corn mill on the southeast side of
the village. The area surrounding the village during the post-medieval period was predominantly rural,
with some small houses located in the vicinity. These include Newhall Cottage, Fettercairn House,
Jobstown House, Kilnamanagh House, with the extensive Newlands Demesne and Belgard Castle
dominating the landscape further north.
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It was during this period that the present St Maelruan’s Church was constructed, replacing the earlier
structure on the site. According to Lewis, the building was funded ‘by a grant of nearly £3000 from
the Board of First Fruits; it is in the pointed style of architecture, with pinnacles at the angles and
along the sides: the ancient belfry tower, which is of considerable height, is still preserved as part of
the edifice: the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have lately granted £107 towards its repairs’. The
Glebe House associated with the church at Tallaght, which stood in its own grounds close to the
proposed development site, is described by Lewis as standing on a glebe of 17 acres (Lewis 1837).

15.2.3.5 Cartographic Research
Down Survey map of the Barony of Newcastle and Uppercross and map of the parish
of Kilmainham, c.1656 (Figures 15.26)
The earliest maps showing the proposed development site are William Petty’s Down Survey parish
and barony maps, which dates from c. 1656 (Figure 15.26). The proposed development site lies
within the unforfeited lands of Tallaght townland and as such, no detail other than the presence of
the ecclesiastical site (‘Tallagh Church’) and village (‘Tallagh tonne’) is depicted. This is clearly the
principal settlement in the area, with houses of varying sizes to the west of the church, which is
depicted as a large building with a tower (St Maelruan’s Church DU021-037003).
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Figure 15.26 Down Survey map of the Barony of Newcastle and Uppercross

Three principal routeways are shown travelling through the area and enclosing the land within which
the proposed development site is located: ‘the lower way from Dublin to Ballimon Eustace’ heads
southwest, diverging from the ‘highway to Tallaght from Dublin’, with a third route crossing west /
southwest from Tallaght village. The adjacent townlands of Cookstown, Jobstown and Whitehall are
all depicted, as is Belgard townland further north. There is no further detail on the Down Survey parish
map, though the accompanying parish terrier describes ‘Tallaugh Parish’, which included ‘forfeited
lands including Jobstowne, Whits town, Bellgard towne and Cookes towne ... [and that] there stands
at Jobstowne a Castle in Repaire, and some Cotages and Cabbins and in Belgard an Old Castle
made Habitable’.

John Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin 1760 (Figure 15.27)
This 18th century map shows the study area consisting of open fields enclosed by what is now the
Old Belgard Road to the east / northeast, the Tallaght to Blessington Road (present N81) to the south
/ southeast and the Cookstown Road to the west / southwest; the same three routes shown on the
17th century Down Survey maps. Tallaght (spelt ‘Tallow’) is shown as substantial village, with ‘The
Church’ and ‘Archipiscopal Palace’ both named. Belgard (indicated as ‘Bellguard’), Jobstown and
New Hall are all shown as single houses with associated buildings, although none are indicated as
castles; this may indicate the development of the castles indicated in the townlands on the Down
Survey map as fortified dwellings. The Glebe House depicted on the 19th century maps (see below)
is not indicated but a single house set in its own grounds and approached by a long driveway is
depicted in its approximate location.
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Figure 15.27 Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin (1760)

John Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin, 1816 (Figure 15.28)
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Taylor’s 1816 map depicts and names Glebe House, with an entrance from the road to the west and
the Post Office indicated further south along the road. Although no further detail is shown in the
vicinity of the proposed development site, several houses are laid out along a slightly curving road to
the south of Glebe House and named ‘Tallaght Commons’ (Fig. 15.28). The Archbishop’s Palace,
Castle and Church in Tallaght village are all depicted to the east.

Figure 15.28 Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin, 1816
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Ordnance Survey (OS) six-inch first edition map 1843 (Figures 15.29) & revised
editions 1871 (Figure 15.30) & 1907-9 (not shown)
Greatest cartographic detail is provided on the historic OS six-inch series maps, the first of which
was surveyed between 1837 and 1843, and published in the latter year (Figure 15.29). The proposed
development site is shown straddling a defunct roadway, which may once have formed part of a
network of small lanes or roads running through the townland and connecting to the principal routes
surrounding it. Given the curve in the road and its location, it is likely that it represent the remains of
the group of houses in ‘Tallaght Commons’ on Taylor’s 1816 map. Although these houses appear
further from Glebe House on the earlier map, Taylor’s map is commonly acknowledged as being less
than accurate.
There is one property lying entirely within the proposed development site, which may be a survivor
of the small settlement at Tallaght Commons; a long house or cottage set in its own small plot parallel
with the road or lane, with a small structure situated on the opposite side of the road.
The proposed development site also extends westwards into the land associated with Glebe House.
Although its entranceway leads from the road to the west, an earlier approach from the south may
be preserved in the broad linear feature formed by two parallel field boundaries (Figure 15.30) and
may represent the entrance avenue depicted on Rocque’s map. There is little change to the proposed
development site on the later revised edition OS maps: by 1871, the long house / cottage has been
replaced by two smaller structures and its plot has been subdivided into three; the small structure on
the opposite side of the road is gone, though Glebe House and grounds remain largely unaltered.

Figure 15.29
Ordnance Survey first edition map 1843, showing
proposed development site.
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Figure 15.30
Ordnance Survey revised edition map 1871, showing
approximate site location in red.

Two smaller houses (Airfield House and Bathampton Cottage) have been added by the time of the
1871 edition OS map (Figure 15.16), at the south end of the lane leading to the proposed
development site. Tallaght village and its numerous recorded monuments are depicted in detail, with
the remains of the ecclesiastical enclosure retained in the curving boundary wall containing the
church and graveyard (DU-021-037002 & 003). The ‘Old Castle’ (DU021-037010), its associated
buildings and gardens dominate the northern half of the village, beside or possible within the grounds
of Tallaght House. By the time of the revised edition map in 1871, the Dominican Priory of St Mary
has been constructed on the site of the ‘Old Castle’ in Tallaght village. There is no significant change,
either to the proposed development site or the wider area, by the time of the 1907-9 edition OS map.
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There is no record of any previous archaeological investigation within the site of the existing hospital
which opened in 1998 (and therefore none within the proposed development site).

15.2.3.6 Previous Archaeological Investigations
With the exception of the area in and around Tallaght village, there have been no previous
archaeological investigations in the environs of the proposed development site. In Tallaght, the
majority of the investigations took place in advance of the construction of the college (Tallaght
Institute of Technology) located on the north / northwest side of the village, in proximity to St
Maelruan’s Church and the early medieval ecclesiastical settlement (DU021-037002 to -004).
Archaeological testing in 1990 to the northeast of the church yielded several features of medieval
date, including a hearth with an associated floor level, with over fifty sherds of medieval pottery also
recovered (Gowen, 1991). Additional investigations in 1990 to the west of the existing curving
boundary of the church revealed an enclosing fosse of probable medieval date (Newman, 1990),
while archaeological testing at the college entrance on the Blessington Road in 1991 revealed two
concentric ditches (Gowen, 1992); these were interpreted as enclosing ditches associated with the
church and were excavated in 1994 (McConway, 1995). Further test excavations to the west
(McConway, 1996) and north (Walsh, 1998) of St Maelruan’s graveyard revealed the continuation of
the enclosing ditch, with burials cutting into the bank of the medieval ditch on the north side (Walsh,
1998). Archaeological monitoring of an ESB cable within the college grounds in 1996, exposed the
edge of a stone wall and produced a small amount of human bone (Conway and Hickey, 1996).
Outside of the college, other evidence for the early medieval and medieval activity in Tallaght has
been revealed on its south side. Archaeological testing in 1990 in Main Street revealed a large ditch,
which was interpreted as part of the boundary defences of the medieval Borough of Tallaght (O’Brien,
1991a). Further investigations by O’Brien in the same year on the eastern side of the Old Bawn Road
revealed a bank and ditch dated to the early medieval period (O’Brien, 1991b; designated RMP site
DU021-037013).
Several of the archaeological investigations undertaken in and around Tallaght village and townland
have revealed no archaeological features or deposits. Archaeological testing was undertaken at the
site of the gate lodge and pond located in the grounds of the present Dominican priory. The priory
had been a residence of the Archbishop of Dublin, before being taken over by the Dominican order
in the mid-19th century. Although the gate lodge and pond can be identified on late 18th- and early
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19th-century cartographic records that show the residence, no evidence for the gate lodge structure
was uncovered (Bolger, 2002). A programme of geophysical survey within the archaeological
constraint area for Tallaght (DU021-037) was undertaken in advance of development in September
2004 (Leigh 2004; Licence Ref: 04R136). Although there were some anomalies of possible
archaeological nature, subsequent testing found nothing of archaeological significance (Molloy 2005;
Licence Ref: 05E0316).
A limited programme of archaeological monitoring was carried out in 2010 along the proposed route
of Metro West from Belgard Road, Tallaght to Fonthill Road, Clondalkin. Although two of the trenches
to be monitored were located in Cookstown townland, adjacent the Cookstown / Belgard townland
boundary, these were excavated in the absence of an archaeologist and allowed no comment on the
subsurface stratigraphy in these locations (Bailey 2010:246; Licence Ref. 10E0389).

15.2.3.7 Site Inspection
The proposed site is a brownfield site, forming part of the grounds of Tallaght Hospital, to the south
of the main hospital entrance (Figure 15.31).
Much of the area has been landscaped to create a level green space, with occasional planted trees
and shrubs, with a smaller section of concentrated planting along the southeast corner (Plates 15.2215.24). The remainder of the site is currently in use as tarmac-surfaced access routes / car parking.

Figure 15.31 Aerial photograph showing proposed Tallaght Hospital site
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Plate 15.22 View of proposed Tallaght Hospital site, facing south

Plate 15.23 Green area in northern half of the proposed site with car-park /
access area in foreground, facing north

Plate 15.24 View of proposed site facing west to main hospital complex

The large, four-storey building complex of the main hospital stands at the northwestern corner of the
site (Plate 15.24). A smaller, single-storey building complex and adjacent portacabins stand to the
south of the site (Plate 15.22).

Plate 15.25 View of proposed site adjacent single-storey building complex,
facing southwest
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Plate 15.26 View of proposed site, southeast corner

15.2.4

Characteristics of the Proposed Development
The children’s hospital satellite centre at Tallaght Hospital campus, Dublin 24 will provide secondary
care for the Greater Dublin area. This satellite centre is an integral part of and will come under the
governance of, the new children’s hospital. The centre at Tallaght Hospital will provide urgent and
outpatient care and will form an extension to the existing hospital.
The centre will be located to the south of the existing hospital entrance with frontage onto the main
hospital access road. The works will also include the realignment and replacement of existing roads
in the vicinity of the development. Diversions will also be required for existing utilities. Additional car
parking is to be provided to the south of the proposed building. Chapter 2 of the EIS contains a
detailed description of the proposed characteristics of this development.
Boreholes carried out for geotechnical purposes have indicated that the site consists of approximately
400mm of topsoil overlaying stiff to very stiff clay at a depth of approximately 1.2m. Made ground
was encountered in the trial pits but these were located against the existing building and it was
assumed that this was a result of backfilling following the original construction.

15.2.5

Potential Impact of the Proposed Development
There are no recorded archaeological monuments within or in close proximity to the proposed
development site. In the wider receiving environment, the closest recorded archaeological sites are
clustered c. 750m southeast in historic Tallaght village (RMP DU021-037), which has been a centre
for settlement since the foundation of a monastery there in the early medieval period.
Given the extensive development of the existing hospital complex immediately adjacent the site, this
area would have been affected to some degree during the construction of the existing hospital
buildings and this appears to be confirmed by the findings of the geotechnical results. It is highly likely
that if any archaeological features do survive they have experienced a significant degree of
disturbance due to the construction and landscaping activities associated with the existing hospital.
There remains a slight possibility, however, that archaeological deposits or features may survive
below-ground in this area.

15.2.5.1 Construction Phase
There is a slight potential that ground works will have a direct and significant impact on any
subsurface remains that survive on the proposed development sites. In order to mitigate against this,
it is proposed that a programme of archaeological monitoring be put in place to establish the extent
and nature of such deposits.

15.2.5.2 Operational Phase
The operational phase is not applicable in terms of archaeological heritage as all potential heritage
issues will be addressed and mitigated prior to or during the construction of the proposed
development.
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15.2.5.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the event of such a scenario, any subsurface features of archaeological heritage would be left insitu and lie undetected. They would not be directly impacted upon by the proposed development.

15.2.6

Ameliorative, Remedial or Reductive Measures
15.2.6.1 Construction Phase
It is recommended that a programme of archaeological monitoring by a licenced archaeologist of the
site clearance / ground works be undertaken at the new children’s hospital satellite centre at Tallaght
Hospital.
The recommendations made in this report are subject to approval of the National Monuments Service
of the DAHG.
Attention is drawn to the relevant portions of national monuments legislation (1930-2004; Appendix
15.2), which describes the responsibility of the site owners to report the finding of archaeological
items if any should be discovered during construction works.

15.2.6.2 Operational Phase
The operational phase is not applicable in terms of archaeological heritage as all potential heritage
issues will be addressed and mitigated prior to or during the construction of the proposed
development.

15.2.6.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the event of such a scenario, any subsurface features of archaeological heritage would be left insitu and lie undetected. They would not be directly impacted upon by the proposed development.

15.2.7

Predicted Impact of Proposed Development
There is no impact on recorded archaeological monuments and the predicted impact on buried
archaeological remains is determined to be low given the results of the geotechnical information and
the documentary and cartographic research that has been carried out.

15.2.7.1 Construction Phase
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Even though the predicated impact is anticipated to be low it is recommended that a programme of
archaeological monitoring by a licenced archaeologist of the site clearance work takes place in order
to identify.

15.2.7.2 Operational Phase
The operational phase is not applicable in terms of the archaeology as all issues will be dealt with
during the construction stage of the process.

15.2.7.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the event of such a scenario, any subsurface features of archaeological heritage would be left insitu and lie undetected. They would not be directly impacted upon by the proposed development.

15.2.8

Monitoring
Archaeological monitoring under licence to the authorities will take place during the earth moving and
construction phase of the project.

15.2.9

Reinstatement
Not applicable, it is not envisaged that reinstatement will take place or is necessary as a result of
revealing archaeological remains on site.
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15.3

Connolly Hospital

The new children’s hospital satellite centre at Connolly Hospital is located within the former Sheephill demesne, close to
the River Tolka, which flows along the southern demesne boundary. It lies c. 580m east / northeast of Blanchardstown
village. It is located within the grounds of James Connolly Memorial Hospital, which was originally constructed in the 1950s
as a TB hospital. Within the hospital grounds the landscape has retained a good deal of the mature planting associated
with the former demesne, though the immediate environs of the proposed development site are dominated by the large
hospital complex to the north and west and the large surface carparks to the south. A band of dense woodland along the
banks of the River Tolka separates the hospital grounds from the N3 dual-carriageway and the heavily developed and
urbanised landscape of Blanchardstown to the southwest.

15.3.1

Introduction
The proposed satellite centre at Connolly Hospital is located within the grounds of the existing
hospital. The site will be located to the east of the existing main hospital entrance and south of the
existing building in an area that currently is a mix of landscaped green area and tarmacadam internal
road / car park. The proposed satellite centre will comprise a three-storey structure connecting to the
main hospital buildings. Additional car parking and routes for deliveries and ambulances will also be
incorporated into the development.

15.3.2

Methodology
As above see section 15.1.2.

15.3.3

Receiving Environment
The site lies within the townland of Abbotstown, in the Parish of Castleknock and the Barony of
Castleknock.
There are no recorded archaeological sites within or in close proximity to the proposed development
site (Figure 15.32). The closest recorded archaeological sites are the church and graveyard located
c. 530m east \ northeast in Abbotstown townland (DU013-020001 & -020002). In the wider study
area, there are a further five recorded archaeological sites / monuments (RMP) within c. 1km of the
proposed development site: an unclassified mill on the River Tolka in Blanchard town townland
(DU013-035), a ring fort site in Cardiff townland (Castleknock ED; DU013-016), an excavated filch
faith site in Deans town townland (Castleknock ED; DU013-147), an earthwork in Dun sink townland
(DU014-032) and a burial ground in Castleknock townland (Without Phoenix Park; DU014-043).
Details of these sites are contained in Appendix 15.3.
No stray finds were provenanced in the townland of Abbotstown in the National Museum
topographical files. The only recorded stray find in the wider area relate to the skeletal remains
recovered during the excavation of the recorded burial ground in Castleknock townland (RMP site
DU014-043; NMI Reg. No. E29:1 to E29:260).
The proposed development site lies within the townland of Abbotstown. The only surviving townland
boundary in the vicinity of the proposed development is formed by the Tolka river, which has long
acted as both a townland boundary – between Abbotstown and Blanchardstown – and as a territorial
boundary. The river acted as the boundary between the early historic kingdoms of Laigan to the south
and Brega to the north. No townland boundaries will be impacted by the proposed development.
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Figure 15.32
RMP map showing proposed site for new children’s
hospital satellite centre at Connolly Hospital
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15.3.3.1 Prehistoric Period (c.8,000BC -500AD)
The flat landscape and rather heavy soils of the area of County Dublin to the north of the River Liffey
were not extensively exploited during the prehistoric period. There are no recorded monuments or
archaeological sites dated to the Mesolithic or Neolithic period within the study area, though evidence
indicates settlement in the wider landscape since at least the Early Bronze Age.
A fulacht fiadh was uncovered during archaeological investigations in advance of the construction of
GAA pitches in Deanestown townland, c. 925m north of the proposed development site and within
the northern half of the former Sheephill demesne (DU013-147). Fulachta fiadh, although still
somewhat ambiguous, are generally accepted to be ancient cooking places, consisting of a waterfilled trough into which fire-heated stones were placed to heat the water for cooking. The used, and
often burnt and fragmented stones, were removed and accumulated in a low kidney or horseshoeshaped mound around the sides of the trough. They are usually located close to a water source
(marshy areas, streams or springs) and their presence is often indicative of Bronze Age seasonal
communal activity in river valleys and boggy ground. They often appear in groups and are
represented by small grass-covered mounds of burnt stone or spreads of burnt stone (‘burnt spreads’)
where the field has been ploughed and the mound levelled. The site in Deanestown consisted of
three pits filled with burnt mound types deposits, one of which was associated with a possible trough.
A sample of hazel from the fill of the trough returned a calibrated date of 1917-1747 BC, dating it to
the Early Bronze Age (Coughlan 2013, 4, cited in RMP file).
A recorded earthwork (DU014-032) lies c. 900m east of the proposed development site in Dunsink
townland. It comprises a large, irregularly-shaped mound measuring c. 20m diameter. Although of
indeterminate date and nature, it possible that the mound is associated with a barrow, a burial
monument dating to the Bronze Age (c.2,500BC – c.500BC) and Iron Age (c.500BC- c.500AD).
Barrows usually consist of a circular central area, which may be flat or slightly dished (as with the
ring-ditch), or domed (a ring barrow), and is enclosed by a ditch and occasionally by an external
bank.

15.3.3.2 Early Medieval Period (c.500AD- c.1100AD)
During the early medieval period the area now known as County Dublin straddled the ancient
kingdoms of Brega (north of the Tolka) and Laigan (south of the Tolka). This places the proposed
development site within Brega, close to the territorial boundary, in the good agricultural land around
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the River Tolka valley. Ringforts or raths are the most common settlement sites of this period,
consisting of circular areas, defined by banks and external ditches, the ringfort was a defended
homestead that would have enclosed the house and farm buildings of a single extended family.
Although they are the most numerous archaeological monuments in the country, they are relatively
rare in Dublin. This apparent scarcity is probably due in a large part to the intensive farming of this
good agricultural land and the extensive development in the areas radiating out from Dublin city, both
of which would have destroyed standing monuments. Ringforts are usually situated on gentle slopes
with good views of the surrounding countryside and although they tend to have a dispersed
distribution in the landscape, they are occasionally found in pairs or small groupings. Some ringforts
do survive in the record for this area with one recorded c. 1km northwest of the proposed development
site in Corduff townland (DU013-016). It is one of three sites depicted in Corduff townland on the first
edition OS map and named ‘fort’ (the other two, recorded in the RMP as a ringfort and a mound, lie
further west in the townland; DU013-015 & -012).
Further evidence that this landscape was well-settled during the early medieval period can be found
in the presence of several early ecclesiastical foundations in the area. Similar to raths in morphology,
monastic settlement sites were considerably larger, often up to 100m in diameter, with a church,
burial ground and internal domestic and agricultural structures and, frequently, industrial and
economic activity outside of the enclosure(s). Ecclesiastical settlement sites were commonly founded
near to rivers or at trade routes, close to existing secular settlements, so as to more effectively
integrate with and influence the local population. St Coemhín’s Church in Abbotstown, set within an
oval graveyard, is likely to be one such foundation, though nothing is known of the church site or its
origins during this earlier period (DU013-020001 & -020002, c. 520m east / northeast). Another early
ecclesiastical site in the wider landscape is the church at Cloghran (DU013-008, c. 3km northeast).
Prior to c.1300, the church at Cloghran remained attached to the parish of Finglas until it became a
chapel on the lands of All Hallows Priory. Given its location, it is probable that the church in
Abbotstown was also a satellite foundation connected to the important monastery at Finglas.
A large burial ground in Castleknock townland located c.890m southeast of the proposed
development site was excavated in the 1930s (DU014-043). The finding of a skeleton and two skulls
in a field near the River Tolka was first reported to the National Museum of Ireland by the Garda
Sergeant at Blanchardstown in 1937. In 1938 the National Museum led an excavation there and
about one third of the site was excavated. Almost 400 skeletons of men, women and children were
uncovered and removed for examination. Blue and white glass beads, a lignite ring, bronze pins, flint
arrowheads and some iron objects were found with them. A silver coin of Eadgar of England dated
AD 967 was also found, indicating that the site was in use in the 10th century (NMI Reg. No. E29:1260).

15.3.3.3 Medieval Period (c.1100AD- c.1600AD)
In the centuries following the Anglo-Norman invasion of 1169, those of English ancestry were
concentrated in a district around Dublin, which became known as ‘The English Land’ or ‘The Pale’. It
was here, in an area covering counties Dublin and Louth, parts of Kildare, Westmeath and Wicklow,
and much of Meath, that the customs of the English largely survived, in contrast to the Gaelic culture,
which persisted outside the Pale. The Pale encompassed the fertile soils of the lands around Dublin,
with a focus on the principal settlement at Dublin and benefitting from the geographical proximity to
England. Anglo-Norman influences are reflected in the archaeological site types which have survived
into the present, such as mottes, mounds, castles, as well as moated and ecclesiastical sites (some
of which had early medieval origins), which are all common to the region.
With the possible exception of the mill that appears on the 17th century Down Survey map (DU013035, c.300m west / southwest), there are no recorded medieval sites in Abbotstown or its immediate
environs. There are numerous monuments of medieval origin in the wider landscape, however, which
give an indication of the intensive level of settlement and reveal much about the wealth of the area
during this period. This can be seen, for example, in the site of a castle at Cappoge to the northeast
(DU014-027) and at Cloghran to the west (DU014-038), a motte and bailey and castle in that formed
the medieval manor of Castleknock to the south (DU017-012), the continued use of the church and
graveyard at Cloghran (DU013-008) and the houses shown on the Down Survey map of 1656 at
Buzzardtown and Corduff (DU013-023 and -025).
The proposed development site lies within the townland of Abbotstown, which appears to derive from
a family name (www.logainm.ie). It first appears as ‘de Abbedestun’ c. 1200 and as ‘Abboteston’ in
1213 in the Chartulary of St Mary’s Abbey. There is a reference in 1367 to ‘John Abbot the son and
Margaret Roche the widow of Nicholas Abbot’ who each signed a release ‘of all their right and interest
in... twenty acres of land in a field called the Spearhawke, by Abbotstown near Castleknock’. ‘Spearhhawk-abbot in 1405 and ‘Sperhawk-abbot in 1410, but subsequently variations on ‘Abbotstown /
Abbotston’. Although the placename is well documented, appearing with some regularity throughout
the ensuing centuries, there is no other information about either Abbotstown or Sheephill in the
historic record until the early 19th century.
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15.3.3.4 Post-Medieval Period (c.1600AD- c.1800AD)
Large estates or demesnes, which took advantage of the good agricultural land in the area, were a
later feature of the Dublin landscape, with the estates of Corduff House, Elm Green, Buzzardstown
House and Rosemount all located in close proximity to Sheephill demesne. Although some of the
houses associated with them remain – as at Abbotstown – in most cases the former demesnes have
been completely in-filled by modern development. This particularly evident in the extensive industrial
and business parks to the north of the Ballycoollen Road in Ballycoollen, Cloghran and Cappoge and
with the retail and residential development to the west in Corduff.
According to Lewis (1837), Castleknock parish ‘contains many seats commanding delightful views’.
Among the principal seats listed by Lewis is ‘Sheep-hill, the residence of J. H. Hamilton, Esq., situated
in a demesne of 500 acres’ (Lewis 1837). Although not so-named by Lewis, the first edition map
depicts and names Abbotstown House as the residence associated with the extensive Sheephill
demesne. The wealth of the estate is clear from the size of the lands associated with the house, but
other indications survive in the historic record. Lewis notes that ‘a school for boys and girls at
Abbotstown is supported solely by J. H. Hamilton, Esq., of Sheep-hill, by whom the children are also
partly clothed’ (Lewis 1837). He also records that ‘at Abbotstown are some remains of the abbey;
and there is also a well dedicated to St Bridget’, probably a reference to St Coemhín’s Church
(DU013-020001 & -020002).
Blanchardstown village, the closest settlement to the proposed development site, was relatively
small, though there are some indications of a limited growth during this period. Lewis records that a
‘factory for worsted and worsted yarn has been recently established at Blanchardstown, which
employs between 80 and 100 persons’ (Lewis 1837). He also notes that there was a constabulary
barracks, a R.C. parochial chapel, ‘a national school for both sexes’ in the village and that ‘a free
school was built by Luke White, Esq.’ (Lewis 1837). The village also contained a convent school, ‘the
Cabra nunnery, in which a school of 200 girls is maintained by the nuns, a few of the children paying
a penny weekly merely to ensure their attendance’ (Lewis 1837). The prosperity of the village was
due in part to the proximity of the Royal Canal, which was constructed c. 630m to the south of the
village centre.
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The landscape around the proposed development site during the post-medieval period was
dominated by not only by agricultural ‘improvements’ and landscaping within Sheephill demesne but
also the growth of industrial activity in the wider area. One of the first large-scale engineering works
conducted in the area occurred with the construction of the Royal Canal in the last decade of the 18th
century and the first quarter of the 19th century.
By the 18th century, roads and bridges were being built to improve communication between the
developing towns and neighbouring counties, and the advent of the canal brought a whole new range
of building types: harbours and bridges; hotels and inns built to cater for the needs of passengers;
and warehouses to hold goods (Delaney 1992). The Royal Canal Company was established in 1789
to build a canal between Dublin and Termonbarry on the Shannon. Construction of the canal
commenced in 1790 with the provision of an initial grant by the Commissioners of Inland Navigations
to the Royal Canal Company. By 1796 the canal was completed to Kilcock. The canal reached
Mullingar in 1806, at which time it was trading, but only at a third the volume of the Grand Canal. In
1813 the Royal Canal Company was dissolved and its property vested in the Directors General of
Inland Navigation, who completed construction to the Upper Shannon in 1817. Commercially, the
Royal Canal was never a successful venture, as the Shannon link did not bring the expected increase
in trade from the north (Delaney, 1992).
The advent of the canal also precipitated the construction of additional associated industrial
structures such as flour mills, water mills, mill races and warehouses, which took advantage of the
direct link with Dublin and the midlands. One such example is the ‘Worsted Mill’ depicted on the first
edition OS map on the north bank of the canal (mentioned by Lewis in 1837 as the ‘factory for worsted
and worsted yarn’).

15.3.3.5 Cartographic Research
Down Survey map of the Barony of Castleknock, c.1656 (Figures 15.33)
The townland of Abbotstown is not named or otherwise indicated on the Down Survey parish and
baronial maps. The majority of the lands within Castleknock parish were unforfeited (including the
land contained within Abbotstown townland) and as such are not depicted on the maps nor specified
in the accompanying parish terrier. The large townland of Blanchardstown, which lies south of the
Connolly Hospital Site, is shown on the map; the two structures depicted within it are noted as
thatched houses in the accompanying parish terrier. The River Tolka, which forms the southern
boundary of Abbotstown townland is depicted but not named, flowing along the north / northeast
Blanchardstown townland boundary. ‘Castle Knock’ is shown to the southeast, with a tower house
set atop a hill, and the River Liffey is both depicted and named further south.
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Figure 15.33 Down Survey map of the Barony of Castleknock

John Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin 1760 (Figure 15.34)
The earliest depiction of Abbotstown dates to just over a century later, with the publication of
Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin in 1760. Abbotstown House is set within formal landscaped
grounds on the north bank of the River Tolka. A tributary of the Tolka flows southwards through the
demesne, crossing the approximate location of the proposed development site. This part of the
demesne has been divided into small tree-lined fields or paddocks, but the scale of the map does not
allow for a more detailed analysis of the site. The recorded church and graveyard site are shown but
not named, outside of the Abbotstown estate to the east. Blanchardstown village is depicted as a
small settlement straddling a crossroads on the south bank of the Tolka.

Figure 15.34 Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin (1760)
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John Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin, 1816 (not shown)
Taylor’s 1816 map shows Abbotstown House and demesne but provides no further detail for the
proposed development site. In the wider area, the Royal Canal is depicted to the south of
Blanchardstown village, while further east a ‘College Observatory’ has been constructed on the south
side of Long Lane in Dunsink.

Ordnance Survey (OS) six-inch first edition map 1843 (Figures 15.35) & revised
editions 1871 & 1907-9 (Figure 15.36)
A more detailed and accurate depiction of the proposed development site can be found on the first
edition Ordnance Survey map of 1843 (Fig. 15.35).

Figure 15.35 Ordnance Survey first edition map 1843, showing approximate
site location
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The site is located within an area of Sheephill demesne that lies close to the River Tolka, a good
distance south / southwest of the house and its associated outbuildings. This part of the estate is
comprised of open fields, with trees planted only along the field boundaries and aligning a pathway
that runs south / southwest from the formal pond laid out in the northern half of the estate. This is
likely to follow the course of the stream depicted on Rocque’s map (possibly now canalised along the
side of the pathway). A waterfall is indicated at the end of the path where it enters the dense band of
woodland that covers the river banks. The proposed development site encompasses the path and
stream course.
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Figure 15.36 Ordnance Survey revised edition map 1906-9, showing Royal
Canal.

No other details are depicted within the site on the revised edition OS maps (Fig. 15.36), though the
curving section of the path has been removed to create one large field, with the stream realigned
along the field boundaries to the west. The recorded church and graveyard site in Abbotstown are
depicted on all of the historic edition OS maps, as is the recorded mill (DU013-020 & DU013-035). In
the wider area, the first edition map shows the Royal Canal which, although constructed in the 1750s,
is missing from Rocque’s 1760 map; the growth of development along the canal can be seen in the
revised edition of 1906-7 (Figure 15.36).
The greatest change to the proposed development site occurred in the mid-20th century, when a
hospital was constructed within the former Sheephill demesne. The Connolly Memorial Hospital was
first founded in the 1950s as a TB hospital, which undoubtedly accounts for the unusual layout, with
a series of individual buildings, well separated from each other to allow for quarantine restrictions.
This layout can still be seen on modern mapping, with all of the original buildings remaining in use.
Abbotstown House was also retained, but in the guise of the State Veterinary Research Laboratory.

15.3.3.6 Previous Archaeological Investigations
There has been no previous archaeological investigation within the proposed development site and
or within its environs, in the extensive grounds of Connolly Memorial Hospital.
In the wider landscape, there has been some archaeological investigation within the neighbouring
townlands, though little of archaeological interest has been identified.

15.3.3.7 Townlands
Sheephill townland
Archaeological monitoring of over 900m of gas pipeline was carried out in Sheephill townland in 2003,
in the vicinity of the former Abbotstown House, now the Veterinary Research Laboratory complex.
Nothing of an archaeological nature was identified, except for the foundation level of a wall that
appeared to be contemporary with a group of derelict buildings that originally formed part of the
Abbotstown estate. The pipeline extended across two large fields which were subject to extensive
reclamation in modern times, as evidenced by the number of land drains that were exposed
(McCarthy 2003:454; Licence Ref. 03E1096).
Archaeological monitoring was also undertaken at the proposed site of the National Sports Campus
Development FAI Pitches in Sheephill townland in 2014, to the north of the proposed development
site, though nothing of archaeological significance was identified (Bailey 2014:038; Licence Ref.
14E0122).
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Dunsink townland
Archaeological investigations took place in Dunsink townland as part of the Northern Cross Route
Motorway construction (the M50). These included the excavation of part of an enclosure surrounding
the recorded earthwork in Dunsink (DU014-032), revealed it to be a modern feature (Keeley
1991:046; no licence number); the earthwork itself lay outside of the development and was not
investigated. A cropmark was also investigated, though it was found that the topsoil stripping
associated with the Dunsink tip had obliterated any surviving features (Keeley 1991:047; no licence
number). Further investigations in 1994 identified several pits containing burnt material (Duffy
1994:090; Licence Ref. 94E0061). Additional investigation took place in the vicinity of the recorded
earthwork (DU014-032) in 2008, though nothing of an archaeological nature was identified
(McLoughlin 2008:452; Licence Ref. 08E0378).
Archaeological testing took place in 2006 in advance of the planned M50 upgrade, with areas in
Sheephill and Dunsink subject to investigation (Linnane 2006:702; Licence Ref. 05E0064) and two
further testing areas located in the townlands of Castleknock and Blanchardstown (Clarke 2005:402;
Licence Ref. 05E0065). Nothing of archaeological significance was identified.

Blanchardstown & Deanestown townlands
Archaeological monitoring of geotechnical trial pits and boreholes took place in advance of the
proposed Blanchardstown Regional Drainage Scheme in the Blanchardstown / Castleknock Area of
north County Dublin. The proposed development corridor extended along the River Tolka and the
Royal Canal, crossing through the townlands of Parslickstown, Coolmine, Corduff, Deanestown,
Blanchardstown, Castleknock and Ashtown. Nothing of archaeological significance was identified in
the course of monitoring of geotechnical test-pits and boreholes along the route of the proposed
development (Stephens 2008:482; 08E0146).

Castleknock Townland
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Not surprisingly, given its importance as an Anglo-Norman centre and medieval manor, most of the
investigations undertaken in and around Castleknock village have revealed features of
archaeological interest. A series of investigations from 2002 onwards has been undertaken at various
locations within the grounds of Castleknock College, c. 150m east of Castleknock Castle (DU01712), with the following results: the identification of four apparently Christian burials (McLoughlin
2007:440 & Lynch 2008:378; Licence Refs 07E0682 & ext.); scattered pits and areas of burning, with
finds ranging in date from prehistoric to post-medieval (Larsson 2002:0490 & 0491; Licence Refs
02E0478 & 02E0655); archaeological testing in 2005 in the area between the Cregan Building and
McNamara House East revealed nothing of archaeological significance (Halpin 2005:401; Licence
Ref. 05E0571).
Archaeological investigations c. 500m south of Castleknock village revealed a medieval kiln, a
structure and ditches. Finds included a large quantity of medieval pottery (c. 2989 sherds),
provisionally dating to the late 13th and early 14th centuries, including pottery wasters, ladles or pipkins
with hooked handles, cooking vessels, and jugs with slashed and plain strap handles, thumbed rims
and bases. Although there was inconclusive evidence for the production of pottery during the
medieval period, the site may have been used for small-scale domestic of semi-industrial activity,
with small workshops and stores (Campbell 2004:0479 & 0480; Licence Refs 04E0796 & 04E0935).

15.3.3.8 Site Inspection
The proposed site is a brownfield site, forming part of the grounds of Connolly Memorial Hospital, to
the east of the main hospital entrance (Figure 15.37 and Figure 15.38).
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Figure 15.37 Aerial photograph showing proposed satellite centre at
Connolly Hospital site

The site is bounded by access roads to the south, east and west, with the main hospital entrance at
the northwest corner (Plate 15.27). A range of buildings that form part of the existing hospital complex
runs along the northern side of the site (Plate 15.28). This northern range appears on aerial
photographs from 1995 onwards, with the majority of the hospital complex to the west and north
constructed between 2000 and 2005.

Figure 15.38 Aerial photograph taken between 2000 & 2005 showing
programme of expansion under construction at Connolly Hospital
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An aerial photograph taken during this period of expansion shows the level of disturbance within the
area of the proposed development site (Figure 15.38; http://www.mercuryeng.com/ie/project/jamesconnolly-hospital).

Plate 15.27 Main hospital entrance adjacent northwest corner of the
proposed site

The majority of the area has been landscaped to create a relatively level green space, with occasional
planted trees (Plate 15.28) and nothing remains of the original topography, field boundaries or stream
depicted on the historic maps in this part of the former Sheephill demesne. The northeast corner of
the proposed site is currently occupied by tarmac-surfaced car parking areas. There is no evidence
in the cartographic sources or on aerial photographs of any previous development (i.e. structures /
roads / carparks) within the large area of level, landscaped ground that covers much of the site.

Plate 15.28 View of proposed site facing northwest
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Part of the north side of the proposed development site has been enclosed by low walls and
landscaped to create a small garden area immediately outside of the hospital building (Plates 15.29
& 15.30).

Plate 15.29 Garden area at north side of proposed development site, facing
west
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Plate 15.30 Garden area at north side of proposed development site, facing
east

15.3.4

Characteristics of the Proposed Development
The proposed satellite centre at Connolly Hospital is located within the grounds of the existing
hospital. The site will be located to the east of the existing main hospital entrance and south of the
existing building in an area that currently is a mix of landscaped green area and tarmacadam internal
road / car park. The proposed satellite centre will comprise a three-storey structure connecting to the
main hospital buildings. Additional car parking and routes for deliveries and ambulances will also be
incorporated into the development.
A construction compound will be placed within the proposed development site and in the vicinity of
the proposed new build.
A review of the site geotechnical investigations logs took place, in general the over burden consists
generally of topsoil/ grass overlying sandy gravelly clays and/or silty sands and gravels. Generally
weak to medium Argillaceous Limestone was encountered underlying the clays at depths ranging
from 1.3m to 5.0m below ground level. Trial pits (HP301 and HP302) also revealed made ground
consisting of stiff dark brown gravelly clay with fragments of concrete and brick in several areas of
investigation.

15.3.5

Potential Impact of the Proposed Development
There are no recorded archaeological monuments within or in close proximity to the proposed
development site. In the wider receiving environment, the closest recorded archaeological sites are
the church and graveyard located c. 530m east \ northeast in Abbotstown townland, a good distance
from the proposed development site (DU013-020).
There is extensive modern development (the existing hospital complex) immediately adjacent the
northern portion of the site, and aerial photographic evidence has demonstrated that the area was
previously some disturbed during the construction of the existing hospital buildings. It is highly likely
that if any archaeological features do survive they have experienced a significant degree of
disturbance due to the construction and landscaping activities associated with the existing hospital.
It is also possible that there was earlier disturbance as a result of agricultural practices and
landscaping activities associated with the former Sheephill demesne. There remains a slight
possibility, however, that archaeological deposits or features may survive below-ground in this area.

15.3.5.1 Construction Phase
There is a slight potential that ground works will have a direct and significant impact on any
subsurface remains that survive on the proposed development sites. In order to mitigate against this,
it is proposed that a programme of archaeological monitoring be put in place to establish the extent
and nature of such deposits.

15.3.5.2 Operational Phase
The operational phase is not applicable in terms of archaeological heritage as all potential heritage
issues will be addressed prior to or during the construction of the proposed development.

15.3.5.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the event of such a scenario, any subsurface features of archaeological heritage would be left insitu and lie undetected. They would not be directly impacted upon by the proposed development.
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15.3.6

Ameliorative, Remedial or Reductive Measures
It is recommended that a programme of archaeological monitoring of the site clearance / ground
works be undertaken at the proposed Connolly Hospital development site.
In the event that archaeological remains are discovered during the monitoring, the National
Monuments Service of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DAHG) and the National
Museum of Ireland will be informed. All archaeological issues will be resolved to the satisfaction and
in consultation with the National Monuments Service of the DAHG, who will advise on any remedial
action it considers appropriate.
The recommendations made in this report are subject to approval of the National Monuments Service
of the DAHG.
Attention is drawn to the relevant portions of national monuments legislation (1930-2004; Appendix
15.1), which describes the responsibility of the site owners to report the finding of archaeological
items if any should be discovered during construction works

15.3.6.1 Construction Phase
It is recommended that a programme of archaeological monitoring of the site clearance / ground
works be undertaken at the proposed Connolly Hospital development site.

15.3.6.2 Operational Phase
The operational phase is not applicable in terms of archaeological heritage as all potential heritage
issues will be addressed and mitigated prior to or during the construction of the proposed
development.

15.3.6.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the event of such a scenario, any subsurface features of archaeological heritage would be left insitu and lie undetected. They would not be directly impacted upon by the proposed development.

15.3.7

Predicted Impact of Proposed Development
There is no impact on recorded archaeological monuments and the predicted impact on buried
archaeological remains is determined to be low given the results of the geotechnical information and
the documentary and cartographic research that has been carried out.

15-80

15.3.7.1 Construction Phase
Even though the predicated impact is anticipated to be low it is recommended that a programme of
archaeological monitoring by a licenced archaeologist of the site clearance work takes place in order
to identify below ground remains of an archaeological nature at the new children’s hospital satellite
centre at Connelly Hospital.
The recommendations made in this report are subject to approval of the National Monuments Service
of the DAHG.
Attention is drawn to the relevant portions of national monuments legislation (1930-2004; Appendix
15.2), which describes the responsibility of the site owners to report the finding of archaeological
items if any should be discovered during construction works.

15.3.7.2 Operational Phase
The operational phase is not applicable in terms of the archaeology as all issues will be dealt with
during the construction stage of the process.

15.3.7.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the event of such a scenario, any subsurface features of archaeological heritage would be left insitu and lie undetected. They would not be directly impacted upon by the proposed development.

15.3.8

Monitoring
Archaeological monitoring under licence to the authorities will take place during the earth moving and
construction phase of the project.

15.3.9

Reinstatement
Not applicable, it is not envisaged that reinstatement will take place or is necessary as a result of
revealing archaeological remains on site.
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