Chapter 16 Architectural Heritage
16.0

Introduction

This chapter, examines the architectural and cultural heritage potential of the proposed integrated National Paediatric
Hospital Project. The proposed development, which is described in full in Chapter 2 of the EIS, comprises:
within – or associated with – the main project site on the campus of St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8:
o

a new children’s hospital and associated Family Accommodation Unit, sited in the west of the campus;

o

a new Children’s Research and Innovation Centre sited along James’s Street;

o

associated works to boundaries, roads, entrances, parking areas, hard and soft landscaping etc. within
the application site boundary; and



a construction compound, at Davitt Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 12, which is directly associated with the
developments at St. James’s Hospital Campus.



a new children's hospital satellite centre at Tallaght Hospital, Dublin 24; and



a new children's hospital satellite centre at Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15

The main purpose of the report is to assess the potential significance and sensitivity of the existing architectural and cultural
heritage environment, and in turn to evaluate the likely and significant impacts of the proposed development on this
environment. Ameliorative (remedial or reductive) measures are proposed where necessary to safeguard any structures
or features of built heritage or local cultural heritage interest that are identified during the course of the present study.

16.1

St. James’s Hospital
16.1.1

Introduction
The site at St James’s Hospital Campus is comprised of two elements. The principal portion, on which
the new children’s hospital and associated Family Accommodation Unit is proposed, is located to the
western end of the campus, while a smaller portion towards the eastern end of the campus, facing
James’s Street, is proposed to accommodate the Children’s Research and Innovation Centre.
The proposed development site is bounded to the west partly by South Circular Road and Brookfield
Road and partly by residential housing in Cameron Square and Mount Brown. To the south, the site
is bounded by the Luas Red Line and associated linear park, including the Luas stop at Fatima. To
the northern side, the site has a frontage to Mount Brown and partly adjoins the energy building
associated with St James’s Hospital while the remaining part of the St James’s Hospital is located to
the east of the proposed site location.
The site for the Children’s Research and Innovation Centre has a frontage to James’s Street / Mount
Brown to the north, buildings associated with Trinity Centre for Health Sciences to the east and south
and the rear boundaries of houses in Burke Place / McDowell Avenue on the west. The Haughton
Building, a protected structure, lies immediately southwest of the proposed site. South of the
Haughton Building, it is also proposed to demolish existing buildings to provide for a landscape area
and small carpark.
The site for the new children’s hospital and associated Family Accommodation Unit is currently
occupied with buildings, structures and a parking area, which form part of the existing St James’s
Hospital campus. There are circa twenty buildings on the site at present, ranging from an early
nineteenth-century house to late-twentieth century temporary structures. The site for the Children’s
Research and Innovation Centre is partly open, with the derelict remnants of a larger building along
the Mount Brown / James’s Street frontage. Though protected structures are located within the
campus, there are no protected structures on the proposed building locations. However, the
Haughton Building, a protected structure, adjoins the proposed Children’s Research and Innovation
Centre. Figure 16.1 below shows the location of the main development sites at St James’s Hospital
campus.
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Figure 16.1 Location
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Davitt Road Site
The Davitt Road construction compound site is located c. 1.5km southwest of the proposed new children’s
hospital at St. James’s Hospital Campus (Figure 16.2). It is centrally located within a larger brownfield site,
formerly occupied by industrial units. There are no protected structures or features of architectural and cultural
heritage merit recorded within the proposed construction compound site. A site inspection and detailed
documentary and cartographical review was undertaken and no features of architectural or cultural heritage
significance were found to be located within the proposed development area.
The proposed development site is located on the south side of Davitt Road and the Grand Canal in the townland
of Goldenbridge South, in the Parish of St James and the Barony of Uppercross and Municipal Borough of
Dublin. Inchicore, Kilmainham and Drimnagh lie north, south and northeast of the development site respectively
(Figure 16.2). Originally small villages in the rural areas on the outskirts of the city, these now form part of the
heavily developed suburbs of Dublin. The River Camac (sometimes Cammock), a tributary of the River Liffey,
flows through the Landsowne Valley Park to the west of the site.
The western portion of wider area is subject to a recent permission for an Ambulance Base proposed to serve
the Dublin Midlands Hospital Group (Planning Ref. No. 2309/15).
It is proposed to use the Davitt Road Site as a temporary compound area for the staging and storage of building
and other inert construction materials, such as pre-fabricated panels / systems etc. The site will utilise one of
the two existing access points off Davitt Road. The screened compound area will be set back from the road,
maintaining a wayleave along the northern portion of the site.
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Figure 16.2 Davitt Road Construction Compound Site Location

16.1.2

Methodology
The built heritage assessment examines buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed
hospital and assesses the architectural significance of those structures with the anticipated effect of
the hospital development on their character. The emphasis is on structures still standing. Where a
building or other structure has been destroyed it no longer has architectural significance on the
landscape, though it may leave traces that fall within the ambit of the archaeological assessment. It
may also have had an importance that remains through the historical record, though this is not of
concern to the present task. For a structure to have architectural significance it need not survive
intact and ruins, or even fragments of buildings may be of importance.
The identification of buildings and structures to be assessed for impact was based in the first instance
on an analysis of current Ordnance Survey maps. The potential for any building or other structure in
the vicinity of the proposed hospital to have special architectural significance was also gauged
through examination of the following sources:






Dublin City Development Plan 2011-2017
Pre-Ordnance Survey maps by Thomas Phillips, Charles Brooking, John Rocque, Bernard Scalé,
Thomas Campbell, James Cooke and others
Ordnance Survey six-inch maps of 1843, 1876 and 1907
Ordnance Survey five-foot maps of 1838-43 and 1847
Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map of 1907

Any buildings on or close to the proposed hospital site that were identified on the earlier Ordnance
Survey maps were then checked against the current Ordnance Survey maps to ascertain which were
still extant.
The hospital site was then walked to identify those structures noted in the desktop survey to assess
them for their architectural quality. The possibility of finding structures of architectural significance
not identified either from the desktop assessment was kept in mind during the site work and any
potential additional structures were examined.
The entries in the Records of Protected Structures for Dublin City were also checked, as was Map E
of the Dublin City Development Plan 2011-2017.
The structures identified on and in the vicinity of the site were examined to assess the potential effects
of the proposed hospital development and to consider potential for mitigation where necessary. In
each case the structures identified are rated in accordance with the system adopted the National
Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) wherein a structure is rated as being of International,
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National, Regional or Local interest, or, if a structure is of no special interest, the NIAH includes a
category of “Record only”1.
The definitions for each of these categories is as follows:

International
Structures or sites of sufficient architectural heritage importance to be considered in an international
context. Examples include St Fin Barre's Cathedral, Cork. These are exceptional structures that can
be compared to and contrasted with the finest architectural heritage in other countries.

National
Structures or sites that make a significant contribution to the architectural heritage of Ireland. These
are structures and sites that are considered to be of great architectural heritage significance in an
Irish context. Examples include Ardnacrusha Power Station, Co. Clare; the Ford Factory, Cork;
Carroll's Factory, Dundalk; Lismore Castle, Co. Waterford; Sligo Courthouse, Sligo; and Emo Court,
Co. Laois.

Regional
Structures or sites that make a significant contribution to the architectural heritage within their region
or area. They also stand in comparison with similar structures or sites in other regions or areas within
Ireland. Examples would include many Georgian terraces; Nenagh Courthouse, Co. Tipperary; or the
Bailey Lighthouse, Howth. Increasingly, structures that need to be protected include structures or
sites that make a significant contribution to the architectural heritage within their own locality.
Examples of these would include modest terraces and timber shopfronts.

Local
These are structures or sites of some vintage that make a contribution to the architectural heritage
but may not merit being placed in the RPS separately. Such structures may have lost much of their
original fabric.

Record only
These are structures or sites that are not deemed to have sufficient presence or inherent architectural
or other importance at the time of recording to warrant a higher rating. It is acknowledged, however,
that they might be considered further at a future time
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The legislation relating to the protection of architectural heritage is set down in the Planning and
Development Act 2000 and this defines architectural heritage as including structures which are of
special interest under the headings of architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural,
scientific, social or technical interest. Wherever the phrase “special architectural interest” is used in
this report it should be taken as including special interest in any one or more of these eight categories.
In this assessment each building or structure that is considered is assigned a rating in accordance
with the NIAH system, or is stated to be not of special architectural interest. Where the rating is
deemed to be higher than “Record only” the category of special interest is noted.
It should be noted that the term “special architectural interest” applies only in the context of this
assessment of architectural heritage and does not imply that those buildings and other structures that
are not considered to be of special architectural interest are in any way inferior or are of lower value.
The site was visited on a number of occasions between April and July 2015.

16.1.2.1 Davitt Road Site Methodology
The assessment of architectural (built heritage) and cultural heritage potential of the proposed
development adopted a similar approach to the assessment that was carried out at St James’s
Hospital and was based on a desk study which was supported by a site inspection (section 16.1.2).
While the former appraisal focussed on carrying out an inventory of the standing structures given the
level of alteration to their immediate setting and removal of structures within St James’s Hospital in
order to facilitate the new build. The assessment for the other individual sites provided a built heritage
context through a review of cartographic sources and by charting the historical development of each
area. The level of change and how this would impact on structures of an architectural heritage interest
was encapsulated through photographic images and an accompanying narrative. Sources and
legislation referred to in the text as well as an assessment criteria are contained within Appendix
16.3.

1

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage NIAH Handbook edition June 2006 pp. 22-23
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16.1.3

Receiving Environment
16.1.3.1 Historical Background
The first detailed map to show the site of the proposed new children’s hospital was Thomas Phillips’s
map, prepared in 1685. Bernard de Gomme had produced a similar map twelve years earlier, but it
lacked the detail of Phillips’s map. Both maps show the site of the future St James’s Hospital as open
land, with the spreading suburbs of the city not yet reaching so far west.

Figure 16.3 Detail of Phillips’s map of Dublin, 1685

In the extract from Phillips’s map reproduced above, the approximate location of St James’s Hospital
is shown ringed in blue.
In about 1705 the City Workhouse was established at the westernmost fringe of the city, separated
from the city boundary by a laneway known as Cutthroat Lane. This building, designed by the Chief
Surveyor, Thomas Burgh, was depicted on Charles Brooking’s map of the city, published in 1728.
Brooking’s map had south at the top and in the extract below it has been turned to align north to the
top. The Poor House is shown with the chain symbol to the left denoting the city boundary. The land
to the south and to the west of the building was still under fields.

Figure 16.4: Detail of Brooking’s map of 1728

In the year after Brooking’s map was published, the Foundling Hospital was established on the site
of the Poor House and this became the principal use of the site, particularly once it was decided that
the Foundling Hospital would serve the entire country and not just Dublin. The institutional uses on
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the site expanded over time to include an asylum for the insane (‘Bedlam’), a bridewell and a school
for the Foundling Hospital and with these changes came additional buildings.

Figure 16.5: Rocque’s map of 1756
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John Rocque published his large-scale map of Dublin in 1756 (Fig 16.5) and this shows the future
campus of St James’s Hospital at the western margin. The City Work House is shown, with the central
building recognisably the same as on Brooking’s map, but with additional buildings adjacent. This
was still a relatively compact site and there was open ground to the south, while west of Cutthroat
Lane was still under fields and orchards.
Rocque’s map was updated by Bernard Scalé in 1773, prior to re-publication. No change was
recorded amongst the buildings in the workhouse complex and every detail on that part of the map
was precisely the same as on the 1756 map. The same applied to the rest of the future St James’s
campus, while to the south the Grand Canal had arrived and was depicted on Scalé’s map.
In the latter half of the eighteenth century the publishers of directories and other volumes, such as
travel guides, began to publish maps of the city. These, however, were street maps of a relatively
small scale and were not intended as a means of identifying buildings. For the most part, buildings
were not depicted, though public buildings tended to be shown, including the City Workhouse. These
maps would not be considered to be a reliable guide as to the presence or absence of buildings on
the site of the proposed new children’s hospital and even the smaller buildings associated with the
City Workhouse did not tend to be shown on the maps.
In 1811 Thomas Campbell published a map of Dublin (Fig 16.6). While this was not produced to the
large scale that Rocque had published, and which had been updated by Scalé, it was nonetheless a
larger map than had been produced for publication in the intervening years. Unlike the larger-scale
productions, Campbell did not depict individual buildings along the streets, preferring to show blocks
of buildings to note which streets were built up. Where there were lower densities of buildings, or
where buildings were isolated from other development, Campbell showed them clearly. In the southwestern section of the map he showed the City Workhouse and the adjacent lands and this may be
seen in the extract from the map that is reproduced below. This map shows a building that is similar
to that shown on Rocque’s map, while also including some additional buildings, such as Francis
Johnston’s infirmary, that is now Hospital 1. The Master’s House seems to be missing from this map,
although it was shown on Rocque’s and Scalé’s and is still in existence today. The range of buildings
to the south of the Master’s House is also not shown.
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Figure 16.6: Detail of Campbell’s map of Dublin, 1811

A major change to the Foundling Hospital and City Workhouse came in the 1830s with the
introduction of the Poor Law and the establishment of a nationwide network of workhouses. The City
Workhouse in James’s Street was redefined as the workhouse to serve the south Dublin city area,
together with a district beyond the city boundary into County Dublin. The group of institutional
buildings off Brunswick Street was assigned the north city area and these were henceforth to be
known as the South Dublin Union and the North Dublin Union respectively. The new poor law did
more than just redefine the boundaries of the catchment area for the workhouse, but introduced an
entirely new system and a new definition of the kind of people that would be catered for in the
institution. The result was that the buildings had to be enlarged and modified to suit the new regime.
George Wilkinson was the architect and engineer who was given the task of designing the new
workhouses around the country and he adapted the existing buildings at the City Workhouse and
added further buildings to suit the new role.

Figure 16.7: Detail of Ordnance Survey map of 1847
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The large scale Ordnance Survey maps of Dublin that were published in 1847 show the enlarged
building complex that was now the South Dublin Union. On this large-scale map the campus of the
present St James’s Hospital falls on four sheets. In the extract in Figure 16.7 from Dublin sheet 19
the workhouse complex may be seen as it then was, with only the south-west corner of Francis
Johnston’s infirmary and the adjacent school missing from the map. The only buildings shown on that
map that survive today are the infirmary, at the bottom edge of the map, the Master’s residence to
the left of the main central block of the workhouse and the long range of buildings that runs
southwards from the Master’s house. A fragment of the large building near the north-western corner
also survives, built into the rear of the derelict building fronting on to James’s Street, most of which
was built in the space between the structure shown on this map and the street edge.
The only other building within the modern campus of St James’s Hospital that is shown on the 1847
maps is Garden Hill (Fig 16.8), as seen in the extract below. Here Garden Hill is shown as a T-shaped
building, the rear section of the house being significantly narrower than the front section.

Figure 16.8: Garden Hill, seen on OS map of 1847
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The draft Ordnance Survey maps of 1837, 1838 and 1843 had been the first maps to show Garden
Hill and the first published map to show it was the six-inch sheet published in 1843. Cooke’s map of
the city in 1822 had been large enough to have included the house and it would appear that it was
built sometime between 1822 and 1837. At that stage it was a private house and it was not until the
twentieth century that it was acquired as part of an expansion of the workhouse grounds.
In the meantime, the building complex at the South Dublin Union expanded further. Additional
accommodation for 360 inmates was provided during the Famine. There was another phase of new
building in the 1860s, when the new school building that is now Hospital 2 was built, along with a
dormitory block that is now Hospital 4 and a host of other buildings, some of which were temporary.
The increase in the number of buildings on the campus may be seen on the Ordnance Survey map
of 1876 (Fig 16.9), reproduced below.
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Figure 16.9: Detail of OS map of 1876

A major change that is seen on the 1876 map is the establishment of an auxiliary workhouse on a
separate site further to the west, off Watery Lane and South Circular Road. It seems likely that at
least some of these structures were temporary buildings, as were some at the main campus and the
Union erected wooden sheds on the campus in 1871. None of the buildings on the auxiliary
workhouse site that were shown on this map survive today.
In the thirty years following the publication of the 1876 map the South Dublin Union continued to
develop the campus. This included work on boundary walls in 1877, a mortuary in 1882, a children’s
auxiliary building in 1883, a boardroom in 1890, observation wards, workshops and bake house in
1895 and a lunatic department in 1903. Many more buildings were erected in this period that have
not been noted in the written records and these include the convent, the chapel, Hospital 7 and many
new buildings on the auxiliary workhouse site and the main site. Comparison of the buildings at the
auxiliary workhouse site shown on the 1876 map with those on the 1907 Ordnance Survey map (Fig
16.10) reveals substantial reconstruction during that period.

Figure 16.10: Auxiliary workhouse campus in 1907
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Changes continued after that time, such that few of the buildings seen in the 1907 map are still extant
today, the only ones being Hospital 7, which has been substantially altered and enlarged, the chapel,
the houses near the Rialto gate and the Medical Information Centre.
In the 1920s the workhouses were closed down throughout the country. By this time many of them
had expanded their functions in the health care sector and were providing hospital beds for those
who were not workhouse inmates and these hospitals tended to be run by nuns rather than directly
by the poor law authorities. This facility was extended still further following the abolition of the
workhouse system and many former workhouses became hospitals. The South Dublin Union was
one such hospital and continued in existence under the name of St Kevin’s Hospital, though it was
commonly called Rialto Hospital.
The establishment of the Irish Hospitals Sweepstakes in 1930 provided much-needed funds for the
cash-starved hospital sector and St Kevin’s was amongst those to benefit. In the first twenty-five
years of the scheme St Kevin’s was able to build a 216-bed male infirmary as a reconstruction of
Hospital 4, an eighty-bed maternity unit and numerous reconstruction and extension works
throughout the campus. By 1971 a new nurses’ home, a central boiler house and laundry a forty-bed
paediatric unit, a fifty-bed extension to the maternity unit and other additions had been made and it
was reported that “the old workhouse look has now disappeared completely from St Kevin’s Hospital
and it is now a modern general hospital of over 1,200 beds2”.
In 1968 the Fitzgerald Report examined the provision of hospitals and concluded that hospitals in
Dublin should be amalgamated into larger units. Arising from this St Kevin’s was to be enlarged, with
the smaller hospitals of Sir Patrick Dun’s, Mercer’s and the Royal City of Dublin relocating to the site.
To cater for this expansion of services on the site a new hospital was to be established on the site
occupied by St Kevin’s and it was to be known as St. James’s Hospital. A development control plan
for this new hospital was prepared by Moloney O’Beirne and Partners and Hutchison Locke and
Monk, architects, in 1978 and the new main hospital began on site in 1984, opening in 1988. Further
building work followed and was augmented by the addition of the education and research centre to
establish St James’s as a teaching hospital in conjunction with Trinity College Dublin.

Figure 16.11: Development Control Plan for St. James’s Hospital, 1978
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While this historical background is related to the buildings on the site rather than to historical events,
it may be noted that the hospital campus has been the site of traumatic events during its long history,

2

Irish Hospitals Trust (1940) Ltd, Irish Hospitals 1956-1971, p.17.
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apart from its day-to-day function as a place of resort for the poor and disadvantaged through its first
two centuries and as a place of healing since the later nineteenth century.
During 1832 and 1833 the Asiatic cholera first reached Dublin and several thousand died during the
epidemic. While the Dublin City Workhouse was not one of the principal centres for cholera patients
in the city it was likely that many patient were treated or housed at this facility.
The premises were only recently refurbished and enlarged to form the South Dublin Union when the
Great Famine began in 1846. The new workhouse had been under-used during its first six years, but
rapidly became overcrowded and had to take on temporary premises to meet the demand. In 1849,
as the famine abated, the country was hit by an epidemic of cholera and the South Dublin Union was
affected along with the rest of Dublin.
In 1916 a group of rebels entered the South Dublin Union, by then fulfilling a significant role as a
hospital. A significant amount of the fighting during this period took place in buildings that are no
longer present, particularly at the South Circular Road end of the campus, though the present
Haughton Institute was then the nurses’ home, where some fighting took place.
In 1918 the South Dublin Union had to cater for the major outbreak of influenza that swept through
large areas around the world and resulted in more deaths than had been caused by the recent world
war. Significant numbers of people died in the Union during this outbreak.
During its time in use as a hospital the South Dublin Union, St Kevin’s Hospital and now St James’s
Hospital have contributed substantially to the treatment of the sick. St James’s, in particular, has
been a centre of excellence for the treatment of various diseases and conditions and a research
facility for furthering the state of knowledge in sphere of medicine. One example has been in the
treatment of HIV patients, and the hospital was the first facility in Ireland to offer this service.

16.1.3.2

Record of Protected Structures

No buildings within the site of the proposed hospital are included in the Record of Protected
Structures (RPS) as set down in the Dublin City Development Plan 2011-2017. Five buildings within
the campus of St James’s Hospital, but not within the site for the new children’s hospital, are included
in the Record of Protected Structures. All are referenced under number 4011 in the RPS, with sub
references (a) to (e). These are:
(a)

Three-storey building annex on western boundary, to rear of McDowell Avenue (known as
Haughton Institute);

(b)

Chief Executive Officer: stone and brick institutional building;

(c)

Hospital 1: 19th century stone and brick hospital building;

(d)

Hospital 2: stone hospital building;

(e)

Hospital 4: stone hospital building and mid-20th century service blocks and central entrance
feature.

There are no protected structures in the immediate vicinity of the proposed new children’s hospital

site other than those within St James’s Hospital.
16.1.3.3

Conservation Areas

There are no architectural conservation areas in the vicinity of the site for the proposed New Children’s
Hospital. The valley of the Cammock River is a conservation area, as denoted by red hatching on
development plan map E. However, this is at a distance from the proposed hospital site and is
separated from it by the line of buildings along the northern side of James’s Street and Mount Brown,
as well as being at a significantly lower elevation.
Some adjacent properties are zoned Z2 in the development plan, the zoning objective for which is “to
protect and/or improve the amenities of residential conservation areas”. This includes Ceannt Fort, on
the southern side of Mount Brown, which is bounded on the east, west and south by the campus of
St James’s Hospital, lying to the east of the main site for the new children’s hospital and to the west
of the site proposed for the Children’s Research and Innovation Centre. Another residential
conservation area lies along South Circular Road to the west of the Rialto Gate. These two residential
conservation areas are depicted in a deep yellow colour on the extract from the Dublin City
Development Plan 2011-2017, map E, reproduced overleaf.
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Figure 16.12: Detail of development plan map E

16.1.3.4 National Inventory of Architectural Heritage
The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage has published surveys of parts of Dublin city,
including the south-western inner city, around James’s Street and Mount Brown, carried out in 2013.
Seven buildings within the St James’s Hospital campus are included in this survey and these are
listed below.
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(a)

Haughton Institute;

(b)

Hospital 1;

(c)

Hospital 2;

(d)

Hospital 4;

(e)

Administration building - former convent.

(f)

Chapel

(g)

Department of Clinical Nutrition
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16.1.3.5 Building survey
In the section below each structure, or group of structures is examined to assess whether it is of
special interest as built heritage. This would include special interest for its architectural, historic,
artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest. This list of potential interests is derived from
section 10(2) (f) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, which sets down the obligation of a
planning authority to include objectives for the protection of structures in its development plan. The
list also includes special archaeological interest, but this is not included in this part of the
Environmental Impact Assessment as it is considered in its own section.
Where a structure or group of structures is found to be of special interest this assessment includes
an examination of the potential effects of proposed hospital on the structure or group of structures.
In each of these cases the structure is given a number prefixed with “BH” for Built Heritage.
In each case the survey includes a brief description of the structure or group of structures, an
approximate date of construction. In the case of the older structures the survey includes some
background information about the structure to elaborate on the historical background given above.
The survey looks firstly at the five protected structures within the St. James’s Hospital campus. It
then includes buildings on the site for the new children’s hospital, taking them in numerical order in
accordance with the building numbering system used by St James’s Hospital. This is followed by an
examination of those buildings that adjoin the proposed new children’s hospital site within the St
James’s Hospital campus. The Trinity Centre for Health Sciences is then examined to assess the
potential effects of the proposed Research Building in that part of the St James’s site. Where a
structure is not deemed to be of interest the predicted impacts and the effects on the setting are given
as “n/a”, signifying “not applicable”.
Following the assessment of these buildings the areas in the vicinity of the site are examined,
including the residential conservation areas immediately adjacent and the Royal Hospital,
Kilmainham, which is at a further distance.
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Protected structures
Plate 16.1: Haughton Institute et al

BH-01:
Haughton Institute, Department of Medical Gerontology, School of
Nursing and Midwifery and School of Physiotherapy
The northern end of the building, adjacent to the site of the proposed R & E Building, is three-storey,
five-bay and double-pile with a hipped roof that has partial gables to the sides. Attached to this is the
southern section, which is two-storey, sixteen-bay and single-pile, with a later addition along the rear.
The two original parts of the building are constructed in rubble calp limestone
Hospital building number

16-14

13

Date of construction:

Eighteenth century

Protected structure?:

Yes. Reference 4011(a)

NIAH reference:

50080178

Special interest:

Architectural, historical

Special interest rating: Regional
Impacts on built heritage:
Research building would not directly affect the fabric of the
protected structure, though it would result in the removal of a small single-storey plant room of
twentieth-century date that is attached to the end of the older building.
Effects on setting:
Lower ground floor of Research Building would be constructed two metres
from the three-storey building, though below ground level. The Research building would present three
storeys above ground and this would be at a distance of eighteen metres from the nearest point of
the protected structures.
Mitigation required:
The above-ground element of the proposed Research building would be at a
sufficient distance that it would not have any adverse effect on the protected structure, which was
designed to stand as one amongst a complex of buildings.
It will be necessary to ensure that the excavations necessary for the construction of the Research
building do not have any adverse effect on the stability of the protected structure. A specific method
statement has been prepared outlining the construction works and associated mitigation measures
required for excavations / works in the vicinity of this building (refer to Appendix 16.5 of the EIS)
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Plate 16.2: Northern end of protected structure
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Plate 16.3: CEO Building

BH-02:
CEO Building
Seventeen-bay, two-storey building constructed with granite rubble and with red brick string courses,
eaves and linings to opes. Slate roof. Western end rises to a gable with a red brick corbelled oriel
window at first floor level. Rear elevation, facing north, has gabled projections at either end.
Hospital building number

16-16

16

Date of construction:

Late nineteenth century, designed as a convent.

Protected structure?:

Yes. Reference 4011(b)

NIAH reference:

50080176

Special interest:

Architectural, historical

Special interest rating: Regional
Impacts on built heritage:
Building would be 160 metres from proposed Children’s Research
and Innovation Centre and 170 metres from nearest point of new children’s hospital. No effect is
anticipated.
Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.4: Hospital 1 – southern side

BH-03:
Hospital 1
Three-storey south-facing building with two-bays at the ends advancing forward and with a three-bay
pedimented breakfront. Walls are of calp limestone rubble, while window opes are lined with brick.
On northern side the building has been extended, with a flat-roofed structure rising higher than the
original and having a roughcast render finish.
Hospital building number

17

Date of construction:

1803. Designed by Francis Johnston as an infirmary

Protected structure?:

Yes. Reference 4011(c)

NIAH reference:

50080175

Special interest:

Architectural, historical

Special interest rating: Regional
Impacts on built heritage:
Building would be 150 metres from the proposed Children’s
Research and Innovation Centre and 230 metres from nearest point of new children’s hospital. No
effect is anticipated.
Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.5: Hospital 2

BH-04:

Hospital 2

Twelve-bay, three-storey building constructed with limestone calp rubble and with brick linings to the
windows. Hipped slate roof. Two end bays break forward, with an additional side-facing bay.
Extended on northern side by two concrete structures.
Hospital building number
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18

Date of construction:

1860, designed by William G Murray as a school

Protected structure?:

Yes. Reference 4011(d)

NIAH reference:

50080174

Special interest:

Architectural, historical

Special interest rating: Regional
Impacts on built heritage:
Building would be 150 metres from the proposed Children’s
Research and Innovation Centre and 300 metres from nearest point of new children’s hospital. No
effect is anticipated.
Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.6: Hospital 4

BH-05:

Hospital 4

Nineteen-bay, three-storey building constructed with limestone calp rubble and with brick linings to
the window opes. Slate roof. Original building had five-bay wings returning to the rear at each end
and another in the centre of the eastern façade. The spaces between these projections was infilled
in 1952 with three-storey concrete structures, with a main entrance in the middle of the eastern
façade.
Hospital building number

7

Date of construction:

c.1860, probably to the designs of William G Murray.

Protected structure?:

Yes. Reference 4011(e)

NIAH reference:

50080172

Special interest:

Architectural, historical

Special interest rating:

Regional

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be 250 metres from the proposed Children’s Research
and Innovation Centre and 340 metres from nearest point of new
children’s hospital and would not be visible from either site. No effect is
anticipated.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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16.1.3.5.2 Buildings on new children’s hospital site

Plate 16.7: Hospital 7

BH-06:

Hospital 7

Original section is a thirty-three-bay, single-pile, two-storey yellow brick building with hipped slate
roof. Windows have been replaced with uPVC casements with central top-hung lights. Substantial
additions were made at each end, at the rear and along the eastern side in the 1950s, when the
central section of the original building was given a new three-storey entrance tower. A lean-to cycle
shed has been added along the western face. Both the original brick building and the later concrete
additions would represent the plainer and less expensive form of architecture of their day.
16-20

Hospital building number

27

Date of construction:

c.1900 with substantial additions in 1950s

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by photography and written description
prior to being demolished.
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Plate 16.8: Part of rear extensions to Hospital 7

Plate 16.9: Northern extensions to Hospital 7
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Plate 16.10: Southern extensions to Hospital 7

Plate 16.11: Chapel

BH-07:

Chapel

Cruciform chapel building constructed of granite rubble with brick linings to window opes and brick
buttresses, string course, eaves course and other detailing. Steeply-pitched gabled slate roof.
A separate, more detailed report on this chapel has been prepared (Refer Appendix 16.1).
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Hospital building number

29

Date of construction:

1900

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

50080171

Special interest:

Architectural

Special interest rating:

Local

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

A written and photographic survey of this building has been prepared.
Features / materials of architectural interest to be salvaged during
removal works. No further mitigation would be required.
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Plate 16.12: Rheumatology Day Centre

BH-08:

Rheumatology Day Centre, Dept. of Neurology, Renal Medicine

An integrated group of prefabricated temporary structures.
Hospital building number

30

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

n/a

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be removed.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.13: General Support Services Building

BH-09:

General Support Services Building

Two-storey prefabricated structure.
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Hospital building number

31

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

n/a

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be removed.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.14: Veins Unit

BH-10:

Veins Unit

An integrated group of prefabricated temporary structures.
Hospital building number

33

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

n/a

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be removed.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.15: Physiotherapy and Cardiac Rehabilitation Building

BH-11:

Physiotherapy Department/Cardiac Rehabilitation

An integrated group of prefabricated temporary structures.
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Hospital building number

34

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

n/a

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be removed.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.16: Speech and Language Therapy Unit

BH-12:

Speech and Language Therapy Unit

Pair of two-storey, two-bay, semi-detached buildings, apparently built as four apartments. Built of
yellow brick with red brick linings to the window and door opes. Red brick chimneys above slate roofs.
Hospital building number

35

Date of construction:

c.1870

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition.
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Plate 16.17: Hepatology Centre

BH-13:

Hepatology Centre

Two-storey building, faced in red brick and with an extensive glazed area at the entrance on the
south-eastern corner. Slated hipped roof.
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Hospital building number

36

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:
Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition.
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Plate 16.18: National Centre for Hereditary Coagulation Disorders

BH-14:

National Centre for Hereditary Coagulation Disorders

Two-storey building, faced in red brick with bands of dark brick. Entrance on the eastern façade has
projecting canopy with glazed area above. Slated hipped roof.
Hospital building number

37

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition.
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Plate 16.19: Medical Information Centre

BH-15:

Medical Information Centre

Single-storey domestic-scale building of yellow brick with gabled slate roof. Windows are timber
casements with internal security grilles. Projecting gabled porch mid-way along southern side.
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Hospital building number

38

Date of construction:

Late nineteenth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition.
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Plate 16.20: Private Clinic

BH-16:

Private Clinic

Two linear single-storey structures linked at intervals and separated by courtyards. Projecting
pavilions at western end of southern façade. Walls are partly red brick and partly grey cladding; roofs
are slated.
Hospital building number

39

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition.
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Plate 16.21: Information Management Services Building

H-17:

Information Management Services

An integrated group of prefabricated temporary structures.
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Hospital building number

40

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

n/a

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be removed.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.22: Technical Services Building

BH-18:

Technical Services Building

Large central shed flanked on three sides by single-storey lean-to buildings with slate roofs. An
additional single-storey building runs parallel on the eastern side and is linked to the main building.
Hospital building number

41

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition.
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Plate 16.23: Medical Gases Building

BH-19:

Medical Gases

A pair of gable-fronted buildings in red brick with profiled steel roofing. Parapetted flat-roofed section
on the northern side.
Hospital building number

42

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition
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.Plate

H-20:

16.24: Ambulance Centre

Ambulance Centre

Two-storey building faced with red brick and with slate roofs. Group of ambulance garages
accommodated in wing to the north-eastern side, fronted with roller shutters and with accommodation
over.
Hospital building number

43

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition.
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Plate 16.25: Garden Hill

BH-21:

Garden Hill

Five-bay, double-pile, single-storey over basement villa-type house. Built in the early 19th century
and pre-dating the hospital use of the site. Interior altered to fit it out for office and laboratory use.
A separate, more detailed report on this house has been prepared (Refer to Appendix 16.2).
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Hospital building number

46

Date of construction:

Early nineteenth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

Architectural

Special interest rating:

Local

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:
Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition
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Plate 16.26: Laundry Services Building

BH-22:

Laundry Services Building

Long, single-storey building with flat roof. Projecting canopy on eastern side. Constructed of concrete
and faced with render.
Hospital building number

47

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition
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Plate 16.27: Materials Management Building

BH-23:

Materials Management Building

Substantial shed clad in profiled steel. Flat-roofed additions in mass concrete.
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Hospital building number

48

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.28: Plant room for Hospital 7

BH-24:

Plant room for Hospital 7

Single-storey, mass concrete structure with tall mas-concrete chimney.
Hospital building number

49

Date of construction:

1950s

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition
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Buildings adjacent to new children’s hospital site

Plate 16.29: Main Hospital

BH-25:

Main Hospital

Substantial building to the east of the southern part of the new children’s hospital site. Single-storey
façade to north, with high, steeply-sloping slate roof. Rises up to three-storey in the centre and south.
Buildings interspersed with courtyards. Façade is partly red brick and partly grey cladding.
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Hospital building number

1

Date of construction:

1984-1988 to the designs of Moloney O’Beirne Guy + Hutchison Locke
and Monk.

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be immediately adjacent to the site for the new children’s
hospital. The building is not of heritage value and there would be no
adverse effect on built heritage.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.30: Cardiac Unit

BH-26:

Cardiac Unit

Three-storey building at southern boundary of St James’s Hospital campus. Faced partly in red brick
and partly in grey cladding. Hipped slate roof.
Hospital building number

26

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be adjacent to the southern end of the new children’s
hospital site. This building is not of heritage value and there would be
no adverse effect on built heritage.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.31: Generators and Switch Building

BH-27:

Generators/Switch Building

High building clad in red brick. Screened from new children’s hospital site by a line of trees.
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Hospital building number

44

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

n/a

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be to the north of the new children’s hospital site. The
building is not of heritage value.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Plate 16.32: Energy Centre

BH-28:

Energy Centre

Substantial open-fronted structure at the upper level. Lower level at Mount Brown. Facing of red brick.
Hospital building number

45

Date of construction:

Late twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

n/a

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be adjacent to new children’s hospital site. The building
is not of heritage value.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Building on Children’s Research and Innovation site

Plate 16.33: James’s Street façade of derelict building

BH-29:

Derelict building fronting James’s Street

Front façade is at the back of the footway on James’s Street. Is consists of a rendered masonry plinth
at the lower level with a broad façade above and a smaller façade at the top level. The upper two
levels are faced in snecked limestone ashlar. The façade has a number of advertising hoardings,
which obscure the detail. Behind the hoardings are windows, though these are broken. The window
opes have brick linings.
The rear of the structure is within the St James’s Hospital campus, adjacent to the Trinity Centre for
Health Sciences. This is a fragment of a building, the remainder having formerly been attached on
three sides and now removed, leaving broken walls and rough surfaces.
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The map evidence shows that there was a building on this site, but set back from the road, in the
early nineteenth century. In the late nineteenth or early twentieth century the building reached to the
street. It is possible that the present structure was an addition to the earlier building to connect it to
the street frontage. The earlier part has now gone, leaving little other than the northern fragment of
the building.
Hospital building number

Not numbered

Date of construction:

Late nineteenth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be demolished.

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

Building should be recorded by means of photography and written
description prior to demolition
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Plate 16.34: Remnant of building, seen from within site
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Building adjacent to Research Building site

Plate 16.35: Centre for Health Sciences

BH-30:

Trinity Centre for Health Sciences

Substantial building ranged along the western side of the avenue leading in to the St James’s Hospital
campus from James’s Street. Faced in red brick with some dark brick banding and with some glazing
running from eaves to the ground. Roof is hipped and slated.
Hospital building number

12

Date of construction:

1994

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

Record only

Impacts on built heritage:

Building would be adjacent to the proposed Research Building. This
building is not of heritage significance

Effects on setting:

None

Mitigation required:

None
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Other Buildings

Plate 16.36: Orthodontic department

BH-31 Orthodontic Department and Anaesthetic Dental Clinic
Single-storey group of buildings of different periods. The westernmost part of the building, seen in
the photograph above, is the oldest of the group, dating from the early twentieth century, though
much altered since. The building is faced in roughcast render and has casement windows, both of
which are later alterations. The other structures in this group are later twentieth-century prefabricated
buildings. All are to be demolished.
Hospital building number

14 and 15

Date of construction:

Early twentieth century and later twentieth century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

None

Special interest rating:

n/a

Impacts on built heritage:

n/a

Effects on setting:

n/a

Mitigation required:

None
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Irish Museum of Modern Art, Kilmainham

Plate 16.37: Royal Hospital, Kilmainham

The Irish Museum of Modern Art (IMMA) was previously the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham. The
principal building is a substantial structure, approximately 90 metres on each side and built around a
central courtyard. This was commenced in 1680 and completed in the early eighteenth century. Other
buildings on the site include a range of dates, including 1730s and early nineteenth century. Some
of Ireland’s foremost architects have been involved with construction at the site, including William
Robinson, Thomas Burgh, Sir Edward Lovett Pearce and Francis Johnston.
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Date of construction:

From 1680

Protected structure?:

Yes

NIAH reference:

50080072 (main building – nine other structures are included).

Special interest:

Architectural, artistic, archaeological, historical, social, technical

Special interest rating:

International

Impacts on built heritage:

No direct impact

Effects on setting:

The central section of the proposed children’s hospital, which is the
highest element, would be located at a distance of about 270 metres
from the main building at IMMA. The new hospital would be visible from
the windows of the southern range of the IMMA building, particularly
from the top floor windows. From these windows the city may be seen
and this includes a number of relatively high buildings. It is not
considered that this is a significant issue. It would be of concern if the
proposed hospital would impose to a significant extent in the important
views of the IMMA building, however, this would not occur. The view of
IMMA from the approach to the city along Conyngham Road would not
be affected, as the angle of view is too great and the proposed hospital
would not be seen. From within the grounds of IMMA, where some very
important views of the building are seen, the proposed hospital would
not generally be visible. There are some angles from which glimpses of
the proposed hospital may be had, though these are partial views only
and they do not detract to a significant extent from the character of the
internationally-important Royal Hospital, Kilmainham.

Mitigation required:

None
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Residential Conservation Areas

Plate 16.38: Ceannt Fort

Ceannt Fort
An enclave of about two hundred houses built for Dublin Corporation to the designs of T J Byrne,
based on the concepts of the Garden City movement and drawing on Arts & Crafts influences. Four
streets run up and down the hillside, with an avenue running across them at the top. This latter street
backs on to the St James’s Hospital complex, while the westernmost street, O’Reilly Avenue, backs
on to the main site for the children’s hospital. The houses at the northern end of the easternmost
street, McDowell Avenue and Burke Plave, back on to the site for the proposed Children’s Research
and Innovation Centre.
Date of construction:

1917-1922

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

Architectural, social

Special interest rating:

Local

Impacts on built heritage:

No direct impact

Effects on setting:

Through most of Ceannt Fort there would be no potential effect on the
setting as the vistas along the streets and in the vicinity of houses would
not include the new buildings, when built. The view westwards along
Donnellan Avenue, on the southern side of the housing area, would be
altered, with the new hospital building rising behind the western end of
the conservation area. There would be a moderate impact arising from
this new development. It should be stressed, however, that this is not an
Architectural Conservation Area, nor is such designation proposed.

Mitigation required:

None
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South Circular Road

Plate 16.39: South Circular Road

Road laid out under an act of parliament passed in 1777, though this section remained undeveloped
until the early twentieth century, when the present houses were erected. The houses are in terraces,
built to a similar design, faced in red brick, with two-storey projecting bays and with slate roofs. The
street is adorned with lines of plane trees adjacent to the carriageway on either side.
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Date of construction:

Late 19th century

Protected structure?:

No

NIAH reference:

None

Special interest:

Architectural

Special interest rating:

Local

Impacts on built heritage:

No direct impact

Effects on setting:

The street is sufficiently distant from the hospital site and sufficiently
screened by trees that the proposed development would not have any
appreciable effect on the setting.

Mitigation required:

None
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16.1.3.6 David Road Site Receiving Environment
The post-medieval period saw the area around Davitt Road become increasingly developed and
industrialised, with milling along the River Camac and the canal being of particular importance. The
village of Inchicore, on the north side of the Grand Canal, and the Goldenbridge area retained a rural
character until fairly recent times, with scant mention in 17 th century documents and records; the Civil
Survey of 1654 records at Inchicore only ‘the ruins of a brick house’. The industries of the 18th and
19th centuries and the transportation networks of the same period formed the boundaries in which
the village of Inchicore and the Goldenbridge area developed and influenced the built heritage
character of the area.
During the 17th century, development of the textile industry intensified along the Camac River, where
it was characterised by industrial archaeological features such as water mills, water wheels, weirs.
The Camac or Cammock River runs through Inchicore down by Kilmainham and flows into the Liffey
at Heuston Station, although the majority has now been diverted underground. In the 16 th century
there was a cloth-fulling mill, later owned by Richard Rawson, and by the 18 th century local mills were
producing such useful products as paper, flour and pearl barley. The paper mill to the northwest of
the study area was later to become a large saw mill owned by the Brassington family. The site was
sold in the 1960s and is now an industrial estate.

Grand Canal & Railway
The construction of the Grand Canal in 1756 defined the southern limits of this industrial suburb. The
Grand Canal dates from the mid-18th century and formed a crucial role in the industrial development
of the rural landscape of the county. The canal began construction in 1756 following the passing of
an Act in 1715 that proposed a link between Dublin and the Rivers Shannon and Barrow. However it
was not until 1755, when the engineer Thomas Omer was appointed to the project that construction
finally began. The initial twelve mile stretch began at Clondalkin and was completed in 1773. The
building of the canal caused a major change to the landscape - the canals required locks, lock
keeper’s houses, curved quays and bridges built at intervals along their length. The construction of
the canal also precipitated the construction of additional associated industrial structures such as flour
mills, water mills, mill races and warehouses, which took advantage of the direct link with Dublin and
the midlands.
The advent of the canals coincided with a period of unprecedented prosperity from the mid-18th
century, which was felt particularly in eastern side of the country. Population growth, increased
income from rentals, an upsurge in economic activity, and better prices for the agricultural sector all
contributed to this new wealth. The whole area around Goldenbridge greatly expanded with the
opening of Richmond Barracks in 1807 and the arrival of the railway in the mid-19th century.
By 1854, most of the main railway routes had been established and the introduction of the railways
brought about a decline in traffic on the canals, with the last boats withdrawn in 1959-60 (Bennett,
1991). The canal is now operated as a leisure amenity, with walkways (most using the original towpaths) and cycle-lanes constructed along much of its length.
Inchicore Railway Works, c.500m to the northwest of the proposed development site, is the
headquarters for mechanical engineering and rolling stock maintenance for Irish Rail. Established in
1844, it is the largest engineering complex of its kind in Ireland with a site area of 73 acres
(295,000 m²) and it had a significant impact on the growth of the area. The Works included not only
the industrial infrastructure for the railways, but also houses for the workers and a national school for
their children.

Brickworks and Residential Development in the 20th century
The brickworks was probably the biggest employer in the area at the turn of the 20 th century,
manufacturing the ‘Dolphin's Barn brick’. There are two brickworks depicted on the revised edition
OS 25-inch map (1863-7); a smaller one c. 620m east and the larger, main site c. 930m southeast of
the proposed development site. The entrance to the main brickworks was situated on Herberton Lane
and the site extended across the present Galtymore and Mourne road area as far as the 1 st lock and
Suir Road Bridge. Brickfield Park and Sundrive Park were created when the site was filled in along
with the quarry on Sundrive Road.
The ‘Dolphin's Barn brick’ was used in the construction of the Iveagh houses and grounds located
along the Crumlin Road in Drimnagh (c. 790m southeast of the proposed development site). The
development, which was known as Iveagh Gardens, was constructed in the early 20th century when
the Guinness Brewery bought the land to provide sports grounds and housing for their workers. The
development was named after Edward Guinness, 1st Earl of Iveagh and was built as a model housing
development along the line of Bournville in England. It consisted of a symmetrical, neat arrangement
of terraced houses, with a cricket pitch and pavilion building on its east side.
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From the 1920's onwards the area on the south side of the canal began to see an increase in
settlement and during the mid to late 1930s Dublin Corporation undertook a massive housing
programme in what was then called the ‘North Crumlin Area’ of Dublin. This programme was
undertaken in order to alleviate the overcrowding and bad housing conditions which then existed in
Dublin's Inner City. Drimnagh, along with parts of Inchicore and Ballyfermot, saw an explosion of
development during this period, which included the area immediately surrounding the proposed
development site on the south side of the canal. Although the fields within the proposed development
site remained empty, by the late 1930s the site itself was enclosed by the dense residential and
industrial developments of Inchicore, Kilmainham, Drimnagh and Crumlin. In spite of the density of
the housing developments, there were some green spaces left as small parks within the new estates.
It is possible that the proposed development site was originally left as an open space until it was
developed as an industrial site in the second half of the 20th century.

Townland Names
The townland names in the environs of the proposed development site are predominantly anglicised
versions of the native Irish placenames and refer to a mixture of topographical features, land
ownership and historic monuments. There is a notable scarcity of Viking, Anglo-Norman or English
influence in the placenames, in spite of the proximity to Dublin city centre. This may reflect the
agricultural and rural nature of the landscape on the outskirts of the city – i.e. it was close enough to
the city that there was no need to impose new placenames as a demonstration of power or control,
but not so close that it became part of the suburban development before the 19 th century, when most
placenames had stabilised.
The townland of Goldenbridge is named after Golden Bridge which spans the River Camac at
Inchicore c. 500m north of the proposed development site. The bridge was known for centuries as
‘Glydon Bridge’, which may be a corruption of the Irish gabhailin, or ‘little fork’. Although this
commonly refers to a fork formed by rivers, as there is no other water course in the vicinity, it may
instead refer to a nearby fork in the road (Joyce 1898).
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The name ‘Drimnagh’ originates from the Irish meaning Druimneach, meaning ridges or ridged land.
Drimnagh took the name from the little sand-ridges now called the Green Hills (Joyce 1898), which
is shown on Rocque’s map of 1756 to the southwest of Drimnagh. Crumlin derives from Cruimghlinn,
‘crooked or curved glen’ (Joyce 1898). This refers to the Lansdowne Valley, the glen through which
the River Camac flows to the west of the proposed development site. Kilmainham is an Anglicisation
of Cill Maighnean meaning ‘St Maighnean’s church’ and presumably refers to an early monastic
foundation in the vicinity. According to the OS Name Books, Inchicore probably derives from the Irish
‘Inse Uí Guaire / Cuair’, meaning ‘O’Gorey / O’Core’s Island’ (www.logainm.ie).
The origins of the English name Dolphin’s Barn are somewhat obscure. It first appears in 1763 and
is likely to be associated with the Dolphyn family, who are reputed to have owned a storehouse in
the area (Goodbody 2012). The Irish placename that it replaced is ‘An Carnán’ meaning ‘the parcel’,
perhaps referring to a portion of land. Jamestown also represents an English family or personal name,
though there is no record earlier than the 18th century (it first appears on Rocque’s map of 1760) and
no known Irish placename is documented.

Record of Protected Structures
There are no protected structures recorded in the Dublin City Development Plan (2011-2017) within
or immediately adjacent to the proposed development site.
Two protected structures, Goldenbridge Cemetery and Chapel (c.1828), are recorded c. 95m
northeast of the proposed development site (RPS Refs 7817 & 7818). They occupy a site just north
of the Grand Canal in Goldenbridge. The mortuary chapel is shown on the first edition OS map
located in the centre of the square-plan cemetery, with a gate lodge at its northwest corner. A high
limestone wall with an iron gateway entrance was built to enclose the graveyard. The mortuary chapel
was built in 1829 to resemble a classic Roman temple set within the ‘garden’ cemetery. The cemetery
is significant on both an architectural and cultural heritage level as the first Catholic cemetery built in
Dublin after Catholic Emancipation and is where former President of the Executive Council W. T.
Cosgrave is buried.

Architectural Conservation Area
The proposed development site is not located within or close to an Architectural Conservation Area
(ACA).

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH)
The Grand Canal runs parallel with Davitt Road and the northern boundary of the proposed
development site, c.17m north of the site boundary. Although the canal itself is not listed in the Record
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of Protected Structure or the NIAH, it should be considered a feature of architectural and cultural
heritage merit. It is separated from the proposed development site by the LUAS line and Davitt Road.
Three canal locks in the vicinity of the proposed development site are contained in the NIAH
(Appendix 16.4). None of the locks are located in close proximity to proposed development site on
Davitt Road, with the closest being the 3rd Lock (NIAH Ref. 50080402) c. 250m east, on the far side
of the Blackwater Bridge on Tyrconnell Road.

The wider built and cultural heritage
The Grand Canal constitutes a defining structural and historical element in the built heritage of this
area. Its construction in 1756 had a profound cultural effect, bringing prosperity to the area and
encouraging the industrialisation of a predominantly rural landscape. It acted as the southern
boundary for the new industrial suburb that developed to the north of the canal in Goldenbridge,
Inchicore and Kilmainham. It also altered the character of the region, providing not just a new linear
water course, but also the associated infrastructure that was required along its length as part of the
canal system – such as locks, lock keeper’s houses, curved quays and bridges were built along the
canal, many of which remain to this day. In addition, the new transport link meant increased traffic
and commercial activity, which would have brought a vibrant urban element into the agricultural
region.
In the wider landscape, there are numerous structures of architectural heritage merit in the vicinity of
the proposed development, the majority of which are located in the Goldenbridge / Inchicore /
Kilmainham area to the north (Appendix 16.4). The structures in the area north of the canal are
representative of the historical development of the area from the 18 th century to the early 20th century
and include Inchicore Railway Works, the former Richmond Barracks, several churches, schools, a
convent, a bank, two 19th century public houses, a variety of houses, as well as the nationally
significant structures of Kilmainham Gaol and Courthouse.
Kilmainham Gaol, built in 1796, is one of the largest unoccupied gaols in Europe. Its history covers
some of the most heroic and tragic events in Ireland's emergence as a modern nation from 1780s to
the 1920s, including being the site where the leaders of the Easter Rising were executed in 1916. As
well as being a protected structure (RPS Ref. 3987), Kilmainham Gaol is a national monument and
a recorded archaeological monument (National Monument No. 675; RMP DU018-125). It is located
c.870m northeast of the proposed development site and will not be impacted by it.
The Richmond Infantry Barracks were constructed at the beginning of the 19 th century (c.1801-10),
with the first British soldiers deployed there in 1814. The barracks were described by Lewis in 1837
as consisting of ‘two fronts with extensive courts open to the north and south; these are connected
by a row of light and elegant houses, 300 yards in length. On the east and west fronts are two
spacious areas, and in the centre a communication through a large portal surmounted by a cupola
and spire. They occupy 14 Irish acres, and afford accommodation for 76 officers and 1600 privates;
there is also stabling for 25 horses, and an hospital for 100 patients’. Only some of the buildings now
survive, as much of the site was demolished to make way for St Michael’s Estate in the 20th century.
The present Roman Catholic St Michael’s Church was originally constructed in 1845 as a (protestant)
garrison church for the barracks; it was used as a school in the early 20 th century when the barracks
was decommissioned in 1926. The barracks are also significant for their connection with the Easter
Rising in 1916, when prisoners were taken there for processing after the surrender of the insurgents.
It was designated by the British as the holding centre for over 3,000 suspected rebels, until they were
released or sent to prison camps in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The signatories of the
Proclamation (with the exception of James Connolly) and other leaders were also interned, courtmartialled and sentenced to death in the barracks before they were sent to Kilmainham Gaol for
execution.
The construction of the Inchicore Railway Works in the mid-19th century was to have a lasting effect
on the built heritage character of the area north of the canal. The Great Southern and Western
Railway (GS&WR) was established in 1844, and the GS&WR engineering works were constructed
on a 73 acre site at Inchicore from 1846. The Works Estate was constructed to the east of the
GS&WR Works to accommodate workers and their families, in what was then a mostly rural area.
The Works Estate was enclosed by a granite boundary wall and also contained houses for the
workers and the Inchicore Model School, a national school for both boys and girls. It represents a
notably intact example of a 19th-century industrial village, coherently planned with recreational,
educational, and employment facilities alongside housing. Alongside the Works Estate was a large
house, Seven Oaks, built c. 1870 as the residence of the engineer-in-chief of the GS&WR. It later
became a convent and has since been converted into apartments.
The influx of workers to area as a result of the GS&WR Works and other industry that followed had
a knock-on effect in the surrounding area in the later 19th century, not just in the construction of new
housing, but also new commercial, religious, educational and social infrastructure. In addition to the
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public house built c.1850 just outside the Works (The Great Southern and Western Railway House,
now Cleary’s), a workman's club was constructed c.1890 in the main village (Inchicore United
Workman’s Club).
The milestone on Tyrconnell Road is a historical reminder of the coaching era in Ireland during the
early 19th century, when the post office operated a coach-based system of postal distribution. The
simple form and carving of the stone is similar to other such milestones found throughout Ireland.
The south-east face reads '2 / ED / DUBLIN' indicating the distance from this point on Tyrconnell
Road to Dublin city. Tyrconnell Road (which continues as the Naas Road and N7) forms part of a
route of some importance in the 18th century, leading to the road marked ‘Great Road to Munster’ on
Rocque's map of 1773 (not shown). It is also a route of antiquity, as it appears on the Down Survey
map of c.1656 as one of the principal routes leading out of Dublin city south of the Liffey.
Structures dating from the early 20th century onwards also survive, such as the full-scale replica grotto
of Lourdes at the Church of Mary Immaculate that was built 1928-30, the Art Deco Inchicore Library
built in 1937 and the Inchicore College of Further Education, an example of 1950s architecture.
Outside of this area, the well-preserved Anglo-Norman masonry castle at Drimnagh is a significant
medieval structure and a recorded archaeological monument (Drimnagh Castle, RPS Ref. 4832;
RMP DU018-036).

Cartographic Sources
Down Survey map of the Barony of Newcastle and Uppercross and map of the parish
of Kilmainham, c.1656 (Figures 16.13a & b)
The earliest cartographic sources for the study area are the maps produced to accompany the mid17th century Civil Survey; both the baronial and the more detailed parish maps survive for this area.
Inchicore is indicated as the area just south of the River Liffey, with the village of Kilmainham
(‘Killmainham Towne’) shown straddling the River Camac.
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The Civil Survey of 1654 records ‘at Inchicore the ruins of a brick house’ which may be the recorded
16th / 17th century house located in Inchicore North townland (RMP DU018-029). The bridge depicted
at Kilmainham is most likely Golden Bridge crossing the Camac River. Various mill structures are
also depicted along the banks of the Camac, including a large mill to the northwest of Golden Bridge.
Drimnagh Castle (RPS 4832; RMP DU018-036), a bridge (RMP DU018-034) and a mill (RMP DU018035) are depicted further southwest on the banks of the River Camac. The parish map names the
two principal routeways that diverge from the road leading west out of the city: the road ‘to Lucan
from Dublin’ continues westwards; and the ‘highway to Fox and Geese’ runs roughly parallel with the
course of the River Camac, along its northwestern side (the present Naas Road).
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Figure 16.13a Down Survey map of the Barony of Newcastle and Uppercross

Figure 16.13b Down Survey map of the Parish of Kilmainham

16-55

John Rocque’s Map of the City of Dublin 1756 and Map of the County of Dublin 1760
(Figure 16.14a & b)
John Rocque produced two maps of Dublin, one in 1756 for Dublin City and another four years later
for Dublin County. The study area is depicted on both editions. The 1756 map shows the proposed
development site as a rural area with no features of interest indicated.

Figure 16.14a Rocque’s Map of the City of Dublin (1756)

The open fields lie to the east of the River Camac (‘Camock’), with Goldenbridge annotated to the
northwest, carrying the ‘Road from Inchicore’ over the river. The most striking change over the four
years is the construction of the Grand Canal, which runs along the northern boundary of the proposed
development site. Rocque’s 1760 map (Figure 16.14b) shows the canal, named as the ‘New Canal’,
though the agricultural nature of the lands to the south of the canal remain unchanged.

Figure 16.14b Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin (1760)
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John Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin, 1816 (not shown)
There is little of note on Taylor’s map, which is lacking in both accuracy and detail. The approximate
location of the proposed site is situated within the ‘Lands of Golden Bridge and Crumlin’ and with the
exception of a kiln on the banks of the canal to the west of the site, there are no other features marked
in its vicinity. Various other kilns and mills, as well as mill-races, are indicated both along the canal
and along the River Camac. Richmond Barracks, constructed at the start of the 19th century, is shown
on the north side of the canal.
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Ordnance Survey (OS) first edition six-inch map 1843 & revised edition 25-inch map
1863-7 & six-inch maps 1907-9 & 1935-8 (Figures 16.15-16.17)
The first edition six-inch OS map shows the proposed site located within an area of relatively open
agricultural land on the south bank of the Grand Canal, which offers direct contrast to the
development depicted on the north side of the canal, between the canal and the River Camac (and
the southwest road from Dublin that runs parallel to it - the present Naas Road).
The large complex of Richmond Barracks (RPS addition) – which opened in 1810 – dominates this
area, with Golden Bridge marked at its northeast corner and the newly constructed Goldenbridge
Cemetery to the south (RPS 7817 & 7818). The settlement depicted on the west side of the barracks
is named as Goldenbridge village by Lewis (1837) and includes streets of houses, an Infant School,
Meeting House and Cemetery and R.C. chapel, a large Paper Mills and several larger houses (e.g.
Goldenbridge House and Richmond Cottage). Further evidence of the extensive milling industry in
this area can be seen in the network of mill-races and ponds, to the west of the proposed development
site on the River Camac (extending south to the mill at Drimnagh Castle) and east along the canal
(the large Mount Shannon Mills and Harcourt Mills). There is little to distinguish the proposed
development site, with only two small properties, both of which occupy plots along the canal-side.

Figure 16.15 Ordnance Survey first edition map 1843, showing proposed
development site
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Figure 16.16 Ordnance Survey revised edition map, 1907-9, showing
proposed development site
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With the exception of several small houses added in the northwest corner (one named ‘Hermitage’),
the revised edition OS maps of the 1870s and early 1900s show no significant changes in the
proposed development site or its immediate vicinity since the earlier 19th century. The most significant
change in the wider area reflects the construction of the Inchicore Railway Works in 1844 (RPS 7476),
just after the publication of the first edition OS map (Figure 16.15). There is little difference between
the later 19th century and early 20th century map revisions, both of which show the extent of new
development on the north side of the canal and the contrasting lack of development to the south. The
Railway Works to the north at Inchicore were extensive, with associated infrastructure that included
a tramway depot, housing for its workers and a national school. Its influence on the area outside of
its enclosing walls is readily apparent in the increase in general housing, religious structures,
cemeteries and schools.
By the time of the 1935-8 edition OS map (Figure 16.16), however, the area had undergone a drastic
change, with extensive residential development now enclosing the proposed development site to the
south, east and west and including a new Catholic church and school (NIAH 50080182 & 50080185).
The site itself remained for the most part unoccupied, with the exception of the small houses in its
northwestern corner that were present on the earlier maps. A small area of open land also survives
along the canal bank immediately adjacent the northeast corner of the site, with a Paint and Varnish
factory at its eastern extent another testament to the increasing industrial focus of the area.
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Figure 16.17 Ordnance Survey revised edition map, 1935-8, showing
proposed development site in red

16.2.3.3

Davitt Road Site Current Conditions

The proposed site sits within a wider level brownfield site, having been formerly occupied by an
industrial units (Figure 16.18).

Figure 16.18 Aerial photograph showing proposed Davitt Road site
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The majority of the above-ground structures have been demolished and most of the rubble removed,
leaving areas of hard-core and overgrown waste-ground. Some of the former industrial structures
associated with Blindcraft have been retained along the west side of the site (Plates 16.40 & 16.42).
A breeze-block wall and metal fence bounds the north side of the site, along Davitt Road (Plate
16.40).
On the opposite side of the road, the LUAS tracks and Grand Canal run parallel with the road (Plate
16.41). Although they run between the site and the canal, the open nature of the LUAS tracks means
that they do not impede views of the canal from the site and vice versa. In its current state, the derelict
and vacant site has a negative impact on the setting of the canal.

Plate 16.40 View proposed site along northern boundary, facing west

Plate 16.41 View of the canal alongside the proposed site, facing southwest
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Plate 16.42 View to the southwest corner with industrial buildings surviving

Plate 16.43 View to the southeast towards housing along Carrow Rd / Galtymore Rd
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Housing built in the 1930s surrounds the site on three sides, along Carrow Road, Galtymore Road
and Kilworth Road (Plates 16.43 & 16.45). All of the houses face away from the proposed
development site, fronting onto Carrow Road, Galtymore Road or Kilworth Road, with the rear garden
walls – in some cases augmented by trees – forming the boundary with the site. The housing stock
is typical of other Dublin Corporation estates of the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s, with small blocks of
four terraced two-storey houses, with hipped roofs and shared chimney stacks, laid along each side
of the street. Each house had a small front yard and larger back garden. Houses occupying larger
corner plots, although of similar size, were only semi-detached and had larger gardens.

Plate 16.44 View west along Carrow Road

Plate 16.45 St John Bosco Youth Centre, facing southeast
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The St John Bosco Youth Centre on Davitt Road, which was established in the 1960s, stands
immediately east of the proposed development site (Plates 16.45). The youth centre occupies a small
complex of low-rise buildings and a two-storey hall, with predominantly pitched roofs, that vary in
date from mid- to later 20th century. Although of local social interest, the buildings are of no
architectural heritage merit and will not be impacted by the proposed development.
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Plate 16.46 View northeast across LUAS line and canal towards Goldenbridge
Cemetery

Goldenbridge Cemetery and Chapel (RPS Refs 7817 & 7818) are not visible from the proposed
development site (Plate 16.46). The cemetery is heavily planted with evergreen trees which screen
it completely from the proposed development site; its location is also partially obscured by the
footbridge crossing the LUAS tracks and canal. It is a highly introverted environment, comprising an
ensemble of walls, buildings, graves and planting, with the most open view from St Vincent Street
West, on its west side.
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16.1.4

Characteristics of the Proposed Development
The characteristics of the proposed development are fully described in Chapter 2 of this EIS. The
proposed development is to construct a new children’s hospital and associated Family on a site at
the western end of St James’s Hospital Campus. This would involve the demolition of a number of
existing buildings on the site. It is also proposed to erect a new building for the purpose of a research
and innovation centre. This would be remote from the main building area, on the southern side of
James’s Street and adjacent to the Trinity Centre for Health Sciences buildings associated with St
James’s Hospital. This part of the development would require the removal of a derelict building that
presently occupies the site. Ancillary works would include the redesign of the entrance to the hospital
campus at James’s Street and the removal of the Orthodontic Services building next to the Trinity
Centre for Health Sciences.
A construction compound on an existing brownfield site at Davitt Road is also proposed. It will be
used as a store for dry materials (steel, cladding, precast concrete etc.) and potentially as a staging
area for the works. There will be no requirement for demolition at the site as there are no existing
buildings on the compound site.

16.1.5

Potential Impact of the Proposed Development
For each of the proposed developments at the St. James’s Hospital Campus, the potential impacts
associated with waste generation and management must be considered for two distinct stages:


Construction Phase; and



Operational Phase.

The Davitt Road construction compound will only be utilised during the construction phase and,
therefore, there will be no operational phase impacts.

16.1.5.1 Construction Phase
St. James’s Hospital Campus
The proposed development will require the demolition of a number of buildings. None of these are of
sufficient merit to ensure their retention. There are buildings in the vicinity of the proposed
development that are of architectural heritage significance and this includes a protected structure,
the Haughton Institute. The Haughton Institute will be located directly adjacent to the proposed
Research and Innovation Centre and apart from any visual effect on the setting of this building, the
construction of a below-ground building in the vicinity of the Haughton Institute has the potential to
cause damage to the historic fabric of the building. Another protected structure, Hospital 1, is located
directly across the internal access road from the Orthodontic Department that is proposed for
demolition, though this will not adversely affect the essential character of Hospital 1. Other protected
structures within the campus of St James’s Hospital are a greater distance from the proposed
development. One such protected structure is is the internationally-significant Royal Hospital,
Kilmainham, now known as IMMA. As the proposed development and IMMA are on adjacent ridges,
separated by a valley, though with some intermediate buildings, there is a potential for a visual impact
on the IMMA building. Two residential conservation areas adjoin the site for the proposed hospital.

Davitt Road Site
No features of cultural heritage interest were identified within or in close proximity to the proposed
development site.
The proposed development will have no direct impact on the architectural heritage or cultural heritage
in the area during the construction phase of the project.

16.1.5.2 Operational Phase
It is not anticipated that there would be any significant impacts to protected structures or other
elements of built heritage that would arise from the operational phase of the proposed hospital and
ancillary works.

16.1.5.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the ‘do nothing’ scenario the site would remain a vacant lot. and therefore, would no perceptible
adverse effect on built heritage.
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16.1.6

Ameliorative, Remedial or Reductive Measures
16.1.6.1 Construction Phase
As the proposed development would involve a significant element of demolition all permanent
buildings that are to be demolished should be recorded for posterity through photographic and written
description. In some cases measured survey drawings should also be prepared and the results of
this recording should be lodged in the Irish Architectural Archive and in the Dublin City Library and
Archive.
A report has been prepared on the implications of the provision of below-ground development in close
proximity to the Haughton Building and the recommendations of the engineers should be followed in
order to ensure that no damage occurs to the building. This report is available in Appendix 16.5 of
this EIS.

Davitt Road Site
As the proposed development at Davitt Road Site will not have any impact on architectural heritage,
no ameliorative, remedial or reductive measures are considered to be necessary.

16.1.6.2 Operational Phase
There is no potential impact on features of architectural heritage merit or cultural heritage during the
operation phase of the proposed project.

16.1.6.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
No ameliorative, remedial or reductive measures are considered to be necessary to safeguard built
heritage should the proposed development not proceed. .
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16.1.7

Predicted Impact of Proposed Development
16.1.7.1 Construction Phase
St James Hospital Campus
Provided the ameliorative, remedial and reductive measures outlined above in Section 16.are
followed it is not anticipated that there would be any significant effect on built heritage arising from
the proposed development.

Davitt Road
There are no protected structures or features of architectural heritage merit within the proposed
development. Goldenbridge Cemetery and Chapel, located c.95m to the northeast of the proposed
development site, are noted as protected structures (RPS Ref 7817 & 7818). The walled cemetery
and chapel within it are not visible from the proposed development site, being well screened by the
existing infrastructure and planting and therefore there is no predicted impact to these features.
The Grand Canal, which is of cultural, historical and built heritage interest, is located c. 17m north of
the proposed site, on the opposite side of Davitt Road. In its current state, the derelict and vacant
development site has a negative impact on the setting of the canal.
As above, based on the information gathered for the purpose of this report, there is no long term
negative predicted impact on features of an architectural interest and significance as a result of this
area in Davitt Road being used as a construction compound.
The proposed development will have no impact on the canal. However, it is considered that the
proposed screening will have a slight positive impact on the canal setting, albeit temporary.

16.1.7.2 Operational Phase
No significant adverse impacts are likely to arise to built heritage as a result of the proposed
development.

16.1.7.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
No adverse impacts would arise to built heritage as a result of the proposed development not
proceeding.

16.1.8

Monitoring

Monitoring will need to be carried out to ensure that the excavation of the site adjacent to the Haughton Institute
does not cause movement or excessive vibrations to the Institute building during construction.

16.1.9

Reinstatement

No reinstatement of built heritage would be required arising out of the proposed development.
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16.3

Tallaght Hospital

The proposed development of a new children’s hospital satellite centre at Tallaght Hospital is located within the grounds
of the existing hospital. The site is currently a mix of landscaped green area and tarmacadam internal road / car park. The
proposed new children’s hospital satellite centre will comprise a three-storey structure connecting to the main hospital
buildings.

16.3.1

Introduction
The proposed development site is located c. 750m northwest of Tallaght village, just south / southeast
of the townland boundary between Cookstown and Tallaght. It is located within the grounds of
Tallaght Hospital, which was constructed in the mid-1990s. The surrounding area is heavily
developed, with the Square Shopping Centre, hotels and apartment blocks to the south, the
Cookstown industrial estate to the east and the residential areas of Belgard, Springfield and
Fettercairn extending to the north and west. The Red LUAS line runs along Cookstown Way, outside
of the hospital grounds to the west (Fig. 16.19).

Figure 16.19 Tallaght Hospital Site Location
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16.3.2

Methodology
As above in section 16.1.2.

16.3.3

Receiving Environment
16.3.3.1 Historical Background
The proposed development is located c. 730m northwest of Tallaght village and it is the history of
this village that provides much of the historical context for the site.
The early ecclesiastical site of Tallaght (RPS 271; RMP DU021-037) was one of the most prestigious
centres of religion and learning in early medieval Ireland. It was founded in AD 769 by St Máel Ruain
and had considerable estates in the vicinity (Gwynn and Hadcock, 1988). It became a possession of
the archdiocese, and, after the English invasion, was one of the Archbishop’s principal manors, with
references to an archbishop’s palace from the 14 th century onwards. The present remains of the
monastic foundation at Tallaght include two church towers and a cross, although the market cross
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appears to have been removed and re-used in the construction of a bath house by the archbishop of
Dublin in the late 18th century (Bradley and King 1989).
The medieval Tallaght castle, the remains of which survive in the grounds of the priory (RPS 269;
RMP DU021-037010), stood close to the barrier of the Pale. The area around Tallaght suffered much
from the resurgent activity of the native Irish based in the foothills of the Dublin and Wicklow
mountains, and by the 15th century, the area was on the frontiers of the Pale, subject to hostile
assault, and yielding no profit to the Crown. As a result, large areas of royal land were leased to
powerful local landholders who could by their presence maintain some level of governmental control.
The village is described by Lewis in the early 19 th century as containing a dispensary and
constabulary police station, where petty sessions were held every other week. He also notes that
although it had a patent for fairs, they were not held, which might indicate that the village was less
populated or prosperous in this period. Lewis records several paper and flour-mills, as well as a
woollen mill in the parish, while the first edition OS map shows a corn mill on the southeast side of
the village.
It was during this period that the present St Maelruain’s Church (RPS 271) was constructed, replacing
the earlier medieval structure on the site. According to Lewis, the building was funded ‘by a grant of
nearly £3000 from the Board of First Fruits; it is in the pointed style of architecture, with pinnacles at
the angles and along the sides: the ancient belfry tower, which is of considerable height, is still
preserved as part of the edifice: the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have lately granted £107 towards
its repairs’. The Glebe House associated with the church at Tallaght, which stood in its own grounds
close to the proposed development site, is described by Lewis as standing on a glebe of 17 acres
(Lewis 1837).
The stone manor houses, or what became known in Ireland as the ‘big house’, were constructed by
planter families in County Dublin, as elsewhere in the country, roughly between the years 1670 and
1850, and they are often found near to or on the sites of older ruined castles or tower houses,
churches or defunct administrative centres. Big Houses were also often situated within embellished
and ornamented demesne land ringed by high walls (McCullough & Mulvin, 1987). The area
surrounding the village during the post-medieval period was predominantly rural, with some small
houses located in the vicinity. These include Newhall Cottage, Fettercairn House, Jobstown House,
Kilnamanagh House, with the extensive late 17 th century Newlands Demesne and Belgard Castle,
which has medieval origins, dominating the landscape further north.

Townland names
The townland names in the Tallaght area parallel closely the historical and archaeological record of
the region, reflecting both the presence of English and Anglo-Norman settlers in the fertile lowlands,
and native Irish in the foothills of the mountains. The documentary records for this area are extensive
and the English language placenames preserve the names of the individual landowners, like
Cookstown, Jobstown, Whitehall (formerly Newhall) and Whitestown. In the case of Jobstown, the
original name of the townland which was replaced by the new landowner, is recorded as Rath
Miontáin; the rath element of its original name implies the presence of earthen ringfort in the townland
though none is recorded there now. Old Bawn is another English name found in the lowlands, around
the River Dodder. Its origins are unclear, but it may be a reference to the 16 th / 17th century house
recorded there.
Irish names tend to cluster on the higher ground, and contain references to both topology and
archaeological or historical activity in the area. Belgard is likely to derive from An Bealach Ard,
meaning high way, road or pass and is undoubtedly a reference to the natural hill on which the castle
once stood. Tallaght itself is derived from támh leacht, a plague burial. This name, said by medieval
references to refer to the pseudo-historical Parthalonians, may actually refer to a tradition of medieval
burials, or to the many prehistoric burials which have been found in the vicinity. Kilnamanagh, on high
ground to the east of Belgard is another Anglicisation of a native Irish name – cill na manach, meaning
‘church of the monks’. The townlands of Tymon North and South have their origins in a corruption of
a local family name – ‘Tigh Munna’ meaning ‘Munn’s house’ (OS Name Books) or the ‘inheritance of
the O’Mothans’ (Ball III, 21).
The contrast between the Irish and English names in this area, coupled with the location of the
English names in the lowlands and Irish names in the uplands, underlines the nature of this area as
a frontier landscape. The Pale formed the frontier not only between two geographic areas, but
between social, linguistic, political and cultural worlds.
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Record of Protected Structures
There are no protected structures recorded in the South Dublin County Council Development Plan
(2010-2016) within or in proximity to the proposed development site.
There are some structures of architectural heritage merit in the wider area, with the closest being a
small cluster in Tallaght village over 700m southeast of the proposed development site (Appendix
16.4). This cluster is predominantly ecclesiastical in nature and includes two recorded archaeological
monuments: St Maelruain’s Church & Monastic Enclosure (RPS Ref. 271; RMP DU021-037) and
Tallaght Castle Gate (RPS Ref. 270; RMP DU021-037010); as well as St Mary’s Dominican Priory
and Church (RPS Refs 269 & 273).

Architectural Conservation Area
The proposed development site is not located within or close to an Architectural Conservation Area
(ACA). The nearest ACA to the site is Tallaght village, c. 730m to the southeast of the site (South
Dublin County Council Development Plan 2010-2016).

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH)
There are no additional structures of architectural heritage merit listed in the NIAH, in the vicinity of
the proposed development site. Those sites listed in the NIAH that are also protected structures are
contained in Appendix 16.4.

Built Heritage Character
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The built heritage character of the area immediately surrounding the proposed development site is
dominated by modern retail, industrial and residential development and most of the old road network
has been widened, upgraded or realigned. In the wider area, there are some elements of the historic
built heritage character surviving, notably in Tallaght village which has been a centre for settlement
since the early medieval period.
Tallaght village, which contains a variety of monuments and structures of early medieval, medieval
and post-medieval date. St Maelruain’s Church, graveyard and tower now occupy the site of the early
medieval monastery that was founded there in the 8 th century AD. The present day church was
designed by the architect Semple in 1829 while the tower beside the church was formerly attached
to an older, possibly medieval church which was demolished in 1820. The curvilinear enclosure of
the original monastic settlement is partly preserved in the narrow curving street that connects the
Belgard Road to Main Street, lending some historic character to what has become a very urbanised
environment.
Several of the protected structures are located beyond the priory walls on the north side of Main
Street. These include the remains of a gatehouse associated with the medieval castle that was built
in 1324 to defend the settlement from the Irish tribes in the mountains nearby. The present priory
grounds were also the site of the Archbishop’s palace in the 18th century, when much of the land in
the Tallaght area was under the control of the Archbishop of Dublin. The palace was subsequently
demolished and replaced by Tallaght House, which was constructed in 1820. In 1855 the Dominicans
purchased the lands and buildings from a Mr Lentaigne and founded the Priory of St Mary, living in
Tallaght House and the surviving towerhouse (gatehouse) of Tallaght Castle. In 1864 they opened
the present priory building, adding extensions in 1901 and 1957. The Dominican Retreat House, built
in the 1960s incorporates the 19th century Tallaght House which is concealed within the modern
fabric.
The village was connected to Dublin by tram in the 1890s and this led to considerable redevelopment
in Tallaght. The character of village centre (Main Street) today is largely defined by the attractive and
substantially intact early 20th century houses in the village, with the stone boundary walls and mature
trees of the priory greatly enhancing the historic character.
The remaining protected structures in the wider landscape represent rare survivals of late 18 th or 19th
century domestic architecture in this otherwise urbanised area, including: an example of a small
country house and associated single-storey dwelling, White Hall House in Kingswood (RPS Ref.
197); a large farmhouse, formerly Fettercairn House (RPS Ref. 262); and, a pair of single-storey
semi-detached houses (RPS Ref. 272) (Appendix 16.4). These structures are not readily apparent in
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the landscape, being mostly dwarfed or overshadowed by the surrounding modern development or
otherwise screened by their boundary walls and mature planting.

16.3.3.2 Cartographic Sources
Down Survey map of the Barony of Newcastle and Uppercross and map of the parish of Kilmainham,
c.1656 (Figure 16.20)
The earliest maps showing the proposed development site are William Petty’s Down Survey parish
and barony maps, c. 1656. The proposed development site lies within the unforfeited lands of Tallaght
townland and as such, no detail other than the presence of the ecclesiastical site (‘Tallagh Church’)
and village (‘Tallagh tonne’) is depicted. This is clearly the principal settlement in the area, with
houses of varying sizes to the west of the church, which is depicted as a large building with a tower
(St Maelruain’s Church & Tower RPS 271; RMP DU021-037003).
Three principal routeways are shown travelling through the area and enclosing the land within which
the proposed development site is located: ‘the lower way from Dublin to Ballimon Eustace’ heads
southwest, diverging from the ‘highway to Tallaght from Dublin’, with a third route crossing west /
southwest from Tallaght village. The adjacent townlands of Cookstown, Jobstown and Whitehall are
all depicted, as is Belgard townland further north. There is no further detail on the Down Survey parish
map, though the accompanying parish terrier describes ‘Tallaugh Parish’, which included ‘forfeited
lands including Jobstowne, Whits town, Bellgard towne and Cookes towne ... [and that] there stands
at Jobstowne a Castle in Repaire, and some Cotages and Cabbins and in Belgard an Old Castle
made Habitable’.

Figure 16.20 Down Survey map of the Barony of Newcastle and Uppercross
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John Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin 1760 (Figure 16.21)
This 18th century map shows the study area consisting of open fields enclosed by what is now the
Old Belgard Road to the east / northeast, the Tallaght to Blessington Road (present N81) to the south
/ southeast and the Cookstown Road to the west / southwest; the same three routes shown on the
17th century Down Survey maps.
Tallaght (indicated as ‘Tallow’) is shown as substantial village, with ‘The Church’ and ‘Archipiscopal
Palace’ both named. Belgard (indicated as ‘Bellguard’), Jobstown and New Hall are all shown as
single houses with associated buildings, although none are indicated as castles; this may indicate
the development of the castles indicated in the townlands on the Down Survey map as fortified
dwellings. The Glebe House depicted on the 19 th century maps (see below) is not indicated but a
single house set in its own grounds and approached by a long driveway is depicted in its approximate
location.

Figure 16.21 Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin (1760)
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John Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin, 1816 (Figure 16.22)
Taylor’s 1816 map depicts and names Glebe House, with an entrance from the road to the west and
the Post Office indicated further south along the road. Although no further detail is shown in the
vicinity of the proposed development site, several houses are laid out along a slightly curving road to
the south of Glebe House and named ‘Tallaght Commons’. The Archbishop’s Palace, Castle and
Church in Tallaght village are all depicted to the east.
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Figure 16.22

Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin, 1816

Ordnance Survey (OS) six-inch first edition map 1843 (Figures 16.23) &
revised editions 1871 (Figure 16.24) & 1907-9 (not shown)
Greatest cartographic detail is provided on the historic OS six-inch series maps, the first of which
was surveyed between 1837 and 1843, and published in the latter year (Figure 16.23). The proposed
development site is shown straddling a defunct roadway, which may once have formed part of a
network of small lanes or roads running through the townland and connecting to the principal routes
surrounding it. Given the curve in the road and its location, it is likely that it represent the remains of
the group of houses in ‘Tallaght Commons’ on Taylor’s 1816 map. Although these houses appear
further from Glebe House on the earlier map, Taylor’s map is commonly acknowledged as being less
than accurate.
There is one property lying entirely within the proposed development site, which may be a survivor
of the small settlement at Tallaght Commons; a long house or cottage set in its own small plot parallel
with the road or lane, with a small structure situated on the opposite side of the road.
The proposed development site also extends westwards into the land associated with Glebe House.
Although its entranceway leads from the road to the west, an earlier approach from the south may
be preserved in the broad linear feature formed by two parallel field boundaries (Figure 16.23) and
may represent the entrance avenue depicted on Rocque’s map. There is little change to the proposed
development site on the later revised edition OS maps: by 1871, the long house / cottage has been
replaced by two smaller structures and its plot has been subdivided into three; the small structure on
the opposite side of the road is gone, though Glebe House and grounds remain largely unaltered.
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Figure 16.23 Ordnance Survey first edition map 1843, showing proposed
development site.

In the wider landscape, there are a number of medium-sized and large country houses in the area
such as Fettercairn House (beside the smaller Newhall Cottage), Jobstown House, Killinarden
House, Kilnamanagh House, Belgard Castle and the substantial Newlands House and demesne.
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Two smaller houses (Airfield House and Bathampton Cottage) have been added by the time of the
1871 edition OS map (Figure 16.24), at the south end of the lane leading to the proposed
development site. Tallaght village is depicted in detail, with the remains of the ecclesiastical enclosure
retained in the curving boundary wall containing the church and graveyard. The ‘Old Castle’ (RPS
269; RMP DU021-037010), its associated buildings and gardens dominate the northern half of the
village, beside or possible within the grounds of Tallaght House. By the time of the revised edition
map in 1871, the Domincan Priory of St Mary has been constructed on the site of the ‘Old Castle’ in
Tallaght village (RPS 270 & 271). There is no significant change, either to the proposed development
site or the wider area, by the time of the 1907-9 edition OS map.

Figure 16.24 Ordnance Survey revised edition map 1871, showing approximate site
location in red.
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16.3.3.3 Tallaght Hospital Site
The proposed site is a brownfield site, forming part of the grounds of Tallaght Hospital, to the south
of the main hospital entrance (Figure 16.25).

Figure 16.25 Aerial photograph showing proposed Tallaght Hospital site

Much of the area has been landscaped to create a level green space, with occasional planted trees
and shrubs, with a smaller section of concentrated planting along the southeast corner (Plates 16.4716.49). The remainder of the site is currently in use as tarmac-surfaced access routes / car parking
(Plates 16.50 & 16.52).

Plate 16.47 View of proposed Tallaght Hospital site, facing south

Plate 16.48 Green area in northern half of the proposed site with car-park / access
area in foreground, facing north
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The large, four-storey building complex of the main hospital stands at the northwestern corner of the
site (Plate 16.47- 48). A smaller, single-storey building complex and adjacent porta cabins stand to
the south of the site (Plate 16.47).

Plate 16.49 View of proposed site facing west to main hospital complex

Plate 16.50 View of proposed site adjacent single-storey building complex, facing
southwest
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Plate 16.51 View of proposed site, southeast corner
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16.3.4

Characteristics of the Proposed Development.

The proposed development of a new children’s hospital satellite centre at Tallaght Hospital is located within the
grounds of the existing hospital. The site is currently a mix of landscaped green area and tarmacadam internal
road / car park. The proposed new children’s hospital satellite centre will comprise a three-storey structure
connecting to the main hospital buildings.

16.3.5

Potential Impact of the Proposed Development.

There are no protected structures or features of architectural merit within or in the vicinity of the proposed
development. No features of cultural heritage interest were identified within or in close proximity to the proposed
development site.
The proposed development will have no potential impact on the architectural heritage or cultural heritage in the
area.

16.3.5.1 Construction Phase
No features of an architectural or cultural heritage interest were identified within or in close proximity
to the proposed development site.
The proposed development will have no direct impact on the architectural heritage or cultural heritage
in the area during the construction phase of the project.

16.3.5.2 Operational Phase
There is no potential impact on features of architectural heritage merit or cultural heritage during the
operation phase of the proposed project.

16.3.5.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the ‘do nothing’ scenario the new structure would not be built and the existing building, carpark
and landscaping as they appear on site to day would retained unaltered.

16.3.6

Ameliorative, Remedial or Reductive Measures

The proposed development will have no direct impact on the architectural heritage or cultural heritage of the
area, therefore no mitigation measures are required.

16.3.6.1 Construction Phase
No mitigation or reductive measures are required during the construction stage of the project.

16.3.6.2 Operational Phase
No mitigation or reductive measures are required during the operational stage of the project.

16.3.6.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the ‘do nothing’ scenario the site would remain as is.

16.3.7

Predicted Impact of Proposed Development

There are no protected structures or features of architectural heritage merit within or surrounding the proposed
development.

16.3.7.1 Construction Phase
There is no predicted impact to architectural heritage or cultural heritage features during the
construction phase of the project.

16.3.7.2 Operational Phase
There is no predicted impact to architectural heritage or cultural heritage features during the operation
phase of the project.

16.3.7.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the ‘do nothing’ scenario the site would remain as is.

16.3.8

Monitoring

No monitoring will be required from an architectural and cultural heritage point of view.

16.3.9

Reinstatement

Reinstatement is not required from an architectural and/or cultural heritage perspective.
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16.4

Connolly Hospital

The proposed development of a new children’s hospital satellite centre at Connolly Hospital is located within the grounds
of the existing hospital. The site is currently a mix of landscaped green area and tarmacadam internal road / car park. The
proposed new children’s hospital satellite centre will comprise a three-storey structure connecting to the main hospital
buildings.

16.4.1

Introduction

The proposed development site is located within the former Sheephill demesne, close to the River Tolka, which
flows along the southern demesne boundary. It lies c. 580m east / northeast of Blanchardstown village, within
the grounds of Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15, which was originally constructed in the 1950s as
a TB hospital. Within the hospital grounds the landscape has retained a good deal of the mature planting
associated with the former demesne, though the immediate environs of the proposed development site are
dominated by the large hospital complex to the north and west and the large surface carparks to the south. A
band of dense woodland along the banks of the River Tolka separates the hospital grounds from the N3 dualcarriageway and the heavily developed and urbanised landscape of Blanchardstown to the southwest (Fig.
16.26).

Figure 16.26 Connolly Hospital Site Location
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16.4.2

Methodology

As before see section 16.1.2

16.4.3

Receiving Environment
16.4.3.1 Historical Background
The proposed development site lies within the townland of Abbotstown, which appears to derive from
a family name. It first appears as ‘de Abbedestun’ c. 1200 and as ‘Abboteston’ in 1213 in the
Chartulary of St Mary’s Abbey. There is a reference in 1367 to ‘John Abbot the son and Margaret
Roche the widow of Nicholas Abbot’ who each signed a release ‘of all their right and interest in...
twenty acres of land in a field called the Spearhawke, by Abbotstown near Castleknock’. ‘Spearhhawk-abbot in 1405 and ‘Sperhawk-abbot in 1410, but subsequently variations on ‘Abbotstown /
Abbotston’. Although the placename is well documented, appearing with some regularity throughout
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the ensuing centuries, there is no other information about either Abbotstown or Sheephill in the
historic record until the early 19th century.
Large estates or demesnes, which took advantage of the good agricultural land in the area, were a
later feature of the Dublin landscape, with the estates of Corduff House, Elm Green, Buzzardstown
House and Rosemount all located in close proximity to Sheephill demesne. According to Lewis
(1837), Castleknock parish ‘contains many seats commanding delightful views’. Among the principal
seats listed by Lewis is ‘Sheep-hill, the residence of J. H. Hamilton, Esq., situated in a demesne of
500 acres’ (Lewis 1837). Although not so-named by Lewis, the first edition map depicts and names
Abbotstown House as the residence associated with the extensive Sheephill demesne. The wealth
of the estate is clear from the size of the lands associated with the house – encompassing as it does
two entire townlands – but other indications survive in the historic record. Lewis notes that ‘a school
for boys and girls at Abbotstown is supported solely by J. H. Hamilton, Esq., of Sheep-hill, by whom
the children are also partly clothed’ (Lewis 1837). He also records that ‘at Abbotstown are some
remains of the abbey; and there is also a well dedicated to St Bridget’, probably a reference to St
Coemhín’s or St Kevin’s Church (RPS 684, RMP DU013-020).
Although some of the houses associated with the historic demesnes in the area remain – as at
Abbotstown (RPS 683) – in most cases the former demesnes have been completely in-filled by
modern development. This is particularly evident in the extensive industrial and business parks to the
north of the Ballycoollen Road in Ballycoollen, Cloghran and Cappoge and with the retail and
residential development to the west in Corduff. In the case of Abbotstown, a large portion of land in
the southern half of the estate was use for the construction of an asylum for tuberculosis (TB) patients
in the 1950s (the forerunner of the present James Memorial Connolly Hospital).
In 1922, the year the independent Irish state was founded, a total of 4,614 deaths from TB were
recorded in the country. Of these deaths, 611 were among children under the age of 15 years. This
is probably an underestimate of the real death toll as there was a stigma associated with the disease
and people tried not to have TB recorded as the cause of death for family members. For every death,
it is estimated that there were five to seven people ill with TB. The Irish epidemic began to decline
gradually from its peak in 1904 (quite late by European standards) but for the first half of the 20 th
century TB was the third leading cause of death among Irish children eclipsed only by gastroenteritis
and pneumonia.
Ireland's rampant TB problems in the 1950s led to the construction of many specialist centres
throughout the country. Connolly Hospital served as one such facility until the advent of more
efficacious antibiotic treatment in the 1960s and 1970s. In 1973, the hospital was re-designated as a
General Hospital for the North West area of Dublin. In the early 1980s, a number
of prefabricated buildings were added to allow for more beds to be provided. These buildings were
removed since the completion of expansion and upgrade developments which began in 1995.
Blanchardstown village, the closest settlement to the proposed development site, was relatively
small, though there are some indications of a limited growth during the early 19 th century. Lewis
records that a ‘factory for worsted and worsted yarn has been recently established
at Blanchardstown, which employs between 80 and 100 persons’ (Lewis 1837). He also notes that
there was a constabulary barracks, a R.C. parochial chapel, ‘a national school for both sexes’ in the
village and that ‘a free school was built by Luke White, Esq.’ (Lewis 1837). The village also contained
a convent school, ‘the Cabra nunnery, in which a school of 200 girls is maintained by the nuns, a few
of the children paying a penny weekly merely to ensure their attendance’ (Lewis 1837). The prosperity
of the village was due in part to the proximity of the Royal Canal, which was constructed c. 630m to
the south of the village centre.
The landscape around the proposed development site during the post-medieval period was
dominated by not only by agricultural ‘improvements’ and landscaping within Sheephill demesne but
also the growth of industrial activity in the wider area. One of the first large-scale engineering works
conducted in the area occurred with the construction of the Royal Canal in the last decade of the 18 th
century and the first quarter of the 19th century.
By the 18th century, roads and bridges were being built to improve communication between the
developing towns and neighbouring counties, and the advent of the canal brought a whole new range
of building types: harbours and bridges; hotels and inns built to cater for the needs of passengers;
and warehouses to hold goods (Delaney 1992). The Royal Canal Company was established in 1789
to build a canal between Dublin and Termonbarry on the Shannon. Construction of the canal
commenced in 1790 with the provision of an initial grant by the Commissioners of Inland Navigations
to the Royal Canal Company. By 1796 the canal was completed to Kilcock. The canal reached
Mullingar in 1806, at which time it was trading, but only at a third the volume of the Grand Canal. In
1813 the Royal Canal Company was dissolved and its property vested in the Directors General of
Inland Navigation, who completed construction to the Upper Shannon in 1817. Commercially, the
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Royal Canal was never a successful venture, as the Shannon link did not bring the expected increase
in trade from the north (Delaney, 1992).
The advent of the canal also precipitated the construction of additional associated industrial
structures such as flour mills, water mills, mill races and warehouses, which took advantage of the
direct link with Dublin and the midlands. One such example is the ‘Worsted Mill’ depicted on the first
edition OS map on the north bank of the canal (mentioned by Lewis in 1837 as the ‘factory for worsted
and worsted yarn’).

Townland names
The proposed development site lies within the townland of Abbotstown, a family name that is
documented in this area from around 1200 when it is first referenced in a land grant.
Some of the surrounding townlands also reflect the history of land acquisition and grants following
the Anglo-Norman conquest, which is unsurprising given the relative proximity of the largely Englishspeaking city. Blanchardstown first appears as ‘Villa Blanchard’ in 1249, with Blanchard being an
Anglo-Norman family name. Similarly, Deanestown, which appears as ‘Dainestowne’ on the Down
Survey map of c.1656 is also a family name (Deane / Daine). Castleknock represents a direct
reference to an Anglo-Norman fortification (‘castle’) and is first documented in the 12 th century as
‘Castell Knock’. It also contains a native Irish element - ‘knock’ from cnoc, meaning hill, thus ‘castle
on the hill’. This may be a straightforward description of the first Anglo-Norman ‘castle’ there, i.e. the
motte-and-bailey, a reference to its topographical location, or both.
There are, however, several native Irish names present in the area. Sheephill is a direct translation
of the Irish placename ‘Cnoc na gcaorach’ (‘hill of the sheep’). The remaining two Irish placenames
have been anglicised rather literally translated: Corduff, which is a very common Irish placename
(Joyce III, 254), derives from cor dubh meaning ‘black hill’ or ‘black pit’; and Dunsink from the Irish
dún sinche, meaning ‘the fort of Sineach’ (an Irish female personal name).

Protected Structures
There are no protected structures recorded in the Fingal County Council Development Plan (20112017) within or in proximity to the proposed development site.
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The site does, however, lie within the former Sheephill demesne, the estate associated with the
former Abbotstown House, a protected structure located c. 750m northeast of the proposed
development site (RPS Ref. 683; Appendix 16.4). Although the footprint of the demesne is still visible
in aerial photographs, large parcels of land in the southern half have been given over to modern
development. The majority of the southwestern quadrant is occupied by a substantial modern
residential development (houses and apartment blocks) and the Connolly Hospital complex, within
which the proposed development site is located. The old entrance to the demesne to the south is
blocked by a major road (part of the N3 / M50 interchange) and new entrances have been added to
access the housing estate and hospital.
The large hospital complex is contained within – and well screened by – boundaries of mature
woodland that survive from the original demesne landscape and are visible on the first edition OS
map. The former country house and protected structure, Abbotstown House, is situated within the
less developed northern half of the demesne. Both the house and the outbuildings were in use as
part of the State Veterinary Research Laboratory until relatively recently. This part of the demesne
was subject to a study in 2007 as part of a plan to develop the lands as a National Sports Campus
(Fingal County Council, Abbotstown Study 2007). The study proposed that Abbotstown House and
its setting should be protected by ensuring its re-use / refurbishment as part of the proposed National
Sports Campus facilities. There has been no new development as yet within this area and the site is
not mentioned in the current Fingal County Development Plan (2011-2017).
Surviving elements of the demesne landscape are for the most part present only in the northern half
where they are clustered around Abbotstown House, including outbuildings and courtyards, a walled
garden, the Gardeners House, the Pigeon House and the Caretakers House. This area also
maintains a large expanse of green space as agricultural fields, which helps to preserve the sense
of open parkland that would have formed the historic demesne.
Conversely, the original demesne setting and character in the southern half has been almost
completely displaced by the large-scale modern developments. The only surviving element, the
woodland enclosing the hospital site, has the positive effect of screening the development from
Abbotstown House to the north. The historic demesne landscape made full use of its position
overlooking the Tolka river valley, with the house placed on an elevated site and the grounds sloping
down from there to the River Tolka to the south. This natural topography augments the effects of the
woodland in providing screening of the modern development from the house to the north.
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Architectural Conservation Area
The proposed development site is not located within or close to an Architectural Conservation Area
(ACA).

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH)
There are no additional structures of architectural heritage merit listed in the NIAH, in the vicinity of
the proposed development site. Those sites listed in the NIAH that are also protected structures are
contained in Appendix 16.4.

The Built Heritage Character
The built heritage character of the area in the immediate environs of the proposed development site
is dominated by the present Connolly Hospital, with its imposing, sprawling complex of buildings,
entrance and access roads and surface car-parks. Although parts of the complex were constructed
in the 1950s as an asylum for TB patients, many of the modern hospital buildings were built during
an expansion programme that began in 1995 and the overall character of the site is modern and
urban. The mature woodland enclosing the large site – the sole remnant of the former demesne
landscaping in this area – is only evident in distant views and is overshadowed by the large-scale
hospital complex.
The lands immediately west of the hospital grounds, which also formed part of the original demesne,
exhibit a similarly modern character. This large land parcel is occupied by a residential estate, made
up of both houses and five-storey apartment blocks. To the south and east of the former demesne,
the major N3 road, M50 motorway and the Blanchardstown interchange adds to this impression of a
busy urban landscape. The historic character of the demesne is far better preserved to the north, in
the agricultural lands that have been maintained around Abbotstown House and its associated
outbuildings and walled garden.
In the wider landscape, the influence of 20 th and 21st century development is even more apparent
and greatly overshadows any surviving historical structures or features, with many of the former
demesnes in the area now swallowed up by industrial, business and retail parks. Those structures or
features that do survive are not readily apparent in the landscape, being mostly dwarfed by the
surrounding modern development or otherwise screened by their boundary walls and mature
planting. These include three recorded archaeological sites / protected structures (Appendix 16.4): a
small church and burial ground situated in Abbotstown townland in the former Sheephill demesne
(RPS Ref. 684); an early medieval burial ground south of River Road in Castleknock townland (RPS
Ref. 689); and a mound on Dunsink Lane (RPS Ref. 685).
There is a tendency for the preponderance of modern development – particularly the expansive
Blanchardstown Shopping Centre – to detract from the built heritage character that survives in the
original village of Blanchardstown and along the nearby Royal Canal. That being said, the small
terraces of later 19th century cottages and the slightly earlier Roman Catholic church of St Brigid on
Church Avenue, have retained a sense of place that is unusual for this area. Small pockets of
historical character have also been retained around the three canal bridges recorded as protected
structures to the south of the village: Ranelagh Bridge, Talbot Bridge and Granard Bridge (RPS Refs
694-6).

16.4.3.2 Cartographic Sources

Down Survey map of the Barony of Castleknock, c.1656 (Figures 16.27)
The townland of Abbotstown is not named or otherwise indicated on the Down Survey parish and
baronial maps.
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Figure 16.27 Down Survey map of the Barony of Castleknock

The majority of the lands within Castleknock parish were unforfeited (including the land contained
within Abbotstown townland) and as such are not depicted on the maps nor specified in the
accompanying parish terrier. The large townland of Blanchardstown, which lies south of the Connolly
Hospital Site, is shown on the map; the two structures depicted within it are noted as thatched houses
in the accompanying parish terrier. The River Tolka, which forms the southern boundary of
Abbotstown townland is depicted but not named, flowing along the north / northeast Blanchardstown
townland boundary. ‘Castle Knock’ is shown to the southeast, with a tower house set atop a hill, and
the River Liffey is both depicted and named further south.

John Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin 1760 (Figure 16.28)
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The earliest depiction of Abbotstown dates to just over a century later, with the publication of
Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin in 1760.
Abbotstown House is set within formal landscaped grounds on the north bank of the River Tolka
(RPS 683). A tributary of the Tolka flows southwards through the demesne, crossing the approximate
location of the proposed development site. This part of the demesne has been divided into small treelined fields or paddocks, but the scale of the map does not allow for a more detailed analysis of the
site. The recorded church and graveyard site are shown but not named, outside of the Abbotstown
estate to the east (RPS 684, RMP DU013-020). Blanchardstown village is depicted as a small
settlement straddling a crossroads on the south bank of the Tolka.
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Figure 16.28 Rocque’s Map of the County of Dublin (1760)

John Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin, 1816 (not shown)
Taylor’s 1816 map shows Abbotstown House and demesne but provides no further detail for the
proposed development site. In the wider area, the Royal Canal is depicted to the south of
Blanchardstown village, while further east a ‘College Observatory’ has been constructed on the south
side of Long Lane in Dunsink.
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Ordnance Survey (OS) six-inch first edition map 1843 (Figures 16.29a & b) &
revised editions 1871 & 1907-9 (Figure 16.30)
A more detailed and accurate depiction of the proposed development site can be found on the first
edition Ordnance Survey map of 1843.
The site is located within an area of Sheephill demesne that lies close to the River Tolka, a good
distance south/southwest of the house and its associated outbuildings. This part of the estate is
comprised of open fields, with trees planted only along the field boundaries and aligning a pathway
that runs south / southwest from the formal pond laid out in the northern half of the estate. This is
likely to follow the course of the stream depicted on Rocque’s map (possibly now canalised along the
side of the pathway). A waterfall is indicated at the end of the path where it enters the dense band of
woodland that covers the river banks. The proposed development site encompasses the path and
stream course.

Figure 16.29a Ordnance Survey first edition map 1843, showing approximate
site location

Figure 16.29b Ordnance Survey first edition map 1843, showing approximate
site location in red
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Figure 16.30 Ordnance Survey revised edition map 1906-9, showing Royal
Canal.

No other details are depicted within the site on the revised edition OS maps, though the curving
section of the path has been removed to create one large field, with the stream realigned along the
field boundaries to the west (Figure 16.30). The recorded church and graveyard site in Abbotstown
are depicted on all of the historic edition OS maps (RPS 684, RMP DU013-020; Figures 16.29a &
16.30) and a mill is shown on the banks of the River Tolka (RMP DU013-035). In the wider area, the
first edition map shows the Royal Canal which, although constructed in the 1750s, is missing from
Rocque’s 1760 map; the growth of development along the canal can be seen in the revised edition
of 1906-7 (Figure 16.30). All three of the protected canal bridges – Ranelagh Bridge, Talbot Bridge
and Granard Bridge – are depicted on the first edition and subsequent OS maps (RPS 694-696).
The greatest change to the proposed development site occurred in the mid-20th century, when a
hospital was constructed within the former Sheephill demesne. The Connolly Memorial Hospital was
first founded in the 1950s as a TB hospital, which undoubtedly accounts for the unusual layout, with
a series of individual buildings, well separated from each other to allow for quarantine restrictions.
This layout can still be seen on modern mapping and aerial photography, with all of the original
buildings remaining in use. Abbotstown House was also retained, but in the guise of the State
Veterinary Research Laboratory.

16.4.3.3 Connolly Hospital Site
The proposed site is a amenity lawn/grassland site, forming part of the grounds of Connolly Hospital,
to the east of the main hospital entrance (Figure 16.31). The site is bounded by access roads to the
south, east and west, with the main hospital entrance at the northwest corner (Plate 16.52). A range
of buildings that form part of the existing hospital complex runs along the northern side of the site
(Plate 16.52). This northern range appears on aerial photographs from 1995 onwards, with the
majority of the hospital complex to the west and north constructed between 2000 and 2005. An aerial
photograph taken during this period of expansion shows the level of disturbance within the area of
the proposed development site (Plate 16.52; http://www.mercuryeng.com/ie/project/james-connollyhospital).

16-83

Figure 16.31 Aerial photograph showing proposed Connolly Hospital site within
current hospital complex and Plate 16.52 Aerial photograph taken between 2000 &
2005 showing programme of expansion under construction at Connolly Hospital
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Plate 16.53 Main hospital entrance adjacent northwest corner of the proposed site

The majority of the area within the proposed development site has been landscaped to create a
relatively level green space, with occasional planted trees (Plate 16.53) and nothing remains of the
original topography, field boundaries or stream depicted on the historic maps in this part of the former
Sheephill demesne associated with Abbotstown House (RPS Ref. 683). As a result of the sprawling
nature of the hospital grounds, the bands of mature woodland that survive from the former demesne
and now enclose the hospital grounds are only evident as a distant view to the east of the site (Plate
16.54). As noted above in section 16.3.4.3, all sense of the original demesne setting and character
have been displaced by the existing hospital complex.
The northeast corner of the proposed site is currently occupied by tarmac-surfaced car parking areas.
There is no evidence in the cartographic sources or on aerial photographs of any previous
development (i.e. structures / roads / carparks) within the large area of level, landscaped ground that
covers much of the site, though the area was greatly disturbed by construction works in 2000-2005
(Plate 16.52).

Plate 16.54 View of proposed site facing northwest

Part of the north side of the proposed development site has been enclosed by low walls and
landscaped to create a small garden area immediately outside of the hospital building (Plates 16.55
& 16.56).
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Plate 16.55 Garden area at north side of proposed development site, facing west

Plate 16.56 Garden area at north side of proposed development site, facing east
towards mature woodland boundary

Plate 16.57 Dense woodland and new road along the former southern demesne
boundary at the River Tolka
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16.4.4

Characteristics of the Proposed Development
The proposed development of a new children’s hospital satellite centre at Connolly Hospital is located
within the grounds of the existing hospital. The site is currently a mix of landscaped green area and
EIS National Paediatric Children’s Hospital – Chapter 16: Architectural Heritage

tarmacadam internal road / car park. The proposed new children’s hospital satellite centre will
comprise a three-storey structure connecting to the main hospital buildings. The proposed
development is proportionate in scale and nature to the existing hospital buildings, which sit within
their own grounds.

16.4.5

Potential Impact of the Proposed Development
There are no protected structures or features of architectural merit within the proposed development.
The former Abbotstown House, located c.750m to the northeast of the proposed development site,
is noted as a protected structure (RPS Ref. 683). The proposed development site is located within
the southern half of the former demesne associated with the protected structure. This part of the
former demesne, which is located a good distance south of the house, contains the large-scale
Connolly Hospital complex, as well as an extensive modern housing development. No demesne
landscape features survive in this part of the former estate, with the exception of the dense woodland
that provides a physical and visual boundary enclosing the hospital grounds.
No features of cultural heritage interest were identified within or in close proximity to the proposed
development site.
The proposed development will have no direct potential impact on the architectural heritage or cultural
heritage in the area.

16.4.5.1 Construction Phase
No features of an architectural or cultural heritage interest were identified within or in close proximity
to the proposed development site.
The proposed development will have no direct impact on the architectural heritage or cultural heritage
in the area during the construction phase of the project.

16.4.5.2 Operational Phase
There is no potential impact on features of architectural heritage merit or cultural heritage during the
operation phase of the proposed project.

16.4.5.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the ‘do nothing’ scenario the new structure would not be built and the existing building, carpark
and landscaping as they appear on site to day would retained unaltered.

16.4.6

Ameliorative, Remedial or Reductive Measures
The proposed development will have no direct impact on the architectural heritage or cultural heritage
of the area, therefore no mitigation measures are required.

16.4.6.1 Construction Phase
No mitigation or reductive measures are required during the construction stage of the project.

16.4.6.2 Operational Phase
No mitigation or reductive measures are required during the operational stage of the project.

16.4.6.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the ‘do nothing’ scenario the site would remain as is.

16.4.7

Predicted Impact of Proposed Development
There are no protected structures or features of architectural heritage merit within or surrounding the
proposed development.

16.4.7.1 Construction Phase
There is no predicted impact to architectural heritage or cultural heritage features during the
construction phase of the project.

16.4.7.2 Operational Phase
There is no predicted impact to architectural heritage or cultural heritage features during the operation
phase of the project.

16.4.7.3 ‘Do Nothing’ Scenario
In the ‘do nothing’ scenario the site would remain as is.
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16.4.8

Monitoring
No monitoring will be required from an architectural and cultural heritage point of view.

16.4.9

Reinstatement
Reinstatement is not required from an architectural and/or cultural heritage perspective.
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